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 Climb Until Your Dreams Come True  
By Helen Steiner Rice 

 
 

Often your tasks will be many, 
And more than you think you can do. 

Often the road will be rugged 
And the hills insurmountable, too. 

But always remember, 
The hills ahead 

Are never as steep as they seem, 
And with Faith in your heart 

Start upward 
And climb 'til you reach your dream. 

For nothing in life that is worthy 
Is ever too hard to achieve 

If you have the courage to try it, 
And you have the faith to believe. 
For faith is a force that is greater 
Than knowledge or power or skill, 
And many defeats turn to triumph 

If you trust in God's wisdom and will. 
For faith is a mover of mountains, 

There's nothing that God cannot do, 
So, start out today with faith in your heart, 

And climb 'til your dream comes true! 
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Opa!  
 

Another successful Foodman dinner!   
 

Ninety-seven people enjoyed a delicious tour of 
Greece as well as great fellowship.  

 
Our thanks to all those who attended, and to the 
servers and the set-up and clean-up crews.  We 

couldn't do it without you.   
 

The final total of funds raised will be announced 
after all the bills are settled. 

  
 

A Volunteer Opportunity 

Our J.a.M Sunday School Program NEEDS YOU! 

Last year we launched J.a.M (Jesus and Me), our hands on, interactive, rotational based,  

Sunday School program. We made changes to the curriculum, reached out to the children, worked on 

how we welcome and include them and put awesome people in place to lead them in their workshops 

each week. 

As part of this “trial” year, we set up a roster with our existing teachers...but now we are looking to  

expand our teaching roster...and that’s where YOU come in! 

This program is set up so that those with experience AND those without can feel comfortable teaching. 

The program is written and provided for you, along with assistance from the J.a.M Team should you 

have concerns or questions. The support is there for you...we just need you to say YES!  

We know that doing something like this can be scary, but maybe look at it as a challenge to move out-

side of your comfort zone...because the bottom line is that if everyone leaves it up to 

someone else, our children will not have the programming that they deserve. Thanks 

for your prayerful consideration! Contact Cathy Shaw for more information:  

905-723-6442, cshaw@westminster-uc.ca 

                       UCW News Item 

Good news! 
 

 We took the step!  
 

Conference UCW Annual 
meeting in April voted 

 96% in favour  
of becoming an                   

Affirming Ministry!  
  

This vote applies to the work of  
Conference UCW only;   

Presbyterials and local UCWs  
make their own decisions.   

We are delighted with the result and look forward 
to preparing our Mission Goals and Action Plan, 
seeking Affirm United recognition and planning 

our celebration.   

We celebrate diversity and are grateful for the 
spirit and overwhelming support of our 

Conference UCW members. 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.123rf.com%2Fstock-photo%2Fwe_need_you.html&ei=mpZHVfPTA4WUNquCgRg&bvm=bv.92291466,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFEjO-79gPxyqXiZqR2hnZsKjJjGg&ust=143084136
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Journey into Faith 
John Sullivan 

 
 

I grew up/ in a small, friendly world. 
 My parents/ were religious, but not pious;  

wise, but not sophisticated. 
 

Outside my home/ wasn't so friendly. 
My parents/ were Salvation Army officers, 
so/ I had to listen/ to a lot of name-calling. 

Also/ I had no facility/ with any kind of a ball; 
so/ that made me/ unique!  

 
My parents/ were surrounded 
by people/ and their problems. 

I lived/ through many a local crisis;  
and I learned/ that not everyone/ was to be trusted –  

even/ in the church. 
 

There were interruptions 
and heartaches/ along the way. 

I was doing nicely 
in my vocation/ as a Salvation Army officer, 

until I boarded/ with a Baptist minister/ and his wife. 
 

Then/ began a discussion 
that led me away/ from my religious home:  

to university, marriage to Mary Lee, 
seminary, the birth of our first child, 

the death of my father, and post-graduate work. 
 

Emotionally, I was slanted/ in the direction/ of God, 
and I think/ that was given to me 

not only/ by my parents; but by God. 
I could believe/ that God had plans for me 

because/ people I loved had them; and I had them. 
 

But/ the questions came: could I find reasons/ for what I felt? 
More and more/ I found myself trusting/ my intuition. 

For example, beauty has always moved me 
but it doesn’t come about/ by chance.  

Naively/ I assumed the same/ about the universe. 
 

Also// I know/ that human beings/ have a capacity 
 for hate, jealousy, arrogance, pride/ and ambition. 
  But they have an even greater capacity/ for love; 

and at times/ dare to risk life/ out of love/ for someone else. 
Can this come/ from a universe, that is heartless?   
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Journey into Faith 
         (continued) 

 
 

If it does/ the universe/ is more mysterious than ever. 
I know/ that these/ are not intellectual arguments, 
but no argument/ can shake the things/ I know. 

Besides/ most people do not live/ by their arguments 
but by their commitments. 

 
In the end, the reason/ I believe/ that life makes sense 

is that I can't get away/ from Jesus. 
I don't know him/ as well/ as I wish, but I do know this: 

if the universe/ were meaningless, 
the crucifixion/ would have been the end of him. 

 
Instead/ the cross/ on which he died 

makes all other suffering 
capable/ of being caught up/ into the tapestry of life 

 and woven/ into the pattern 
 as to make it intelligible. 

 
Besides/ the crucifixion/ wasn't the end of him. 

 His Spirit/ is still around, disturbing, illuminating; 
 sending people out/ to do extraordinary things, 

whose minds/ have been lit by his greater mind. 
 It is his Spirit/ I feel moving/ in this place. 

 

                                                                                                           

Life is… 
By Mother Teresa 

 
Life is an opportunity, benefit from it. 

Life is beauty, admire it. 

Life is a dream, realize it. 

Life is a challenge, meet it. 

Life is a duty, complete it. 

Life is a game, play it. 

Life is a promise, fulfill it. 

Life is sorrow, overcome it. 

Life is a song, sing it. 

Life is a struggle, accept it. 

Life is a tragedy, confront it. 

Life is an adventure, dare it. 

Life is luck, make it. 

Life is too precious, do not destroy it. 

Life is life, fight for it. 



 

- 5 - 

 
The Affirming Process  

 
 

Come and Hear our Guest Speaker 
 

 
 
 

Westminster’s A-Team invites everyone to continue with us on this learning path.   
 
On June 7th, during Sunday Service, we will hear from David Bird, Director of Facilitation  
from PFLAG Canada’s Durham Region (PCDR) chapter.   http://pflagdurhamregion.ca/  
 
Prior to joining the Board of Directors in spring 2014, David served as the manager and coordinator of 
the facilitation department. In these capacities, along with the expertise of his team, David organizes 
PCDR's monthly support groups in Ajax and Oshawa. In addition to his portfolio, David is an active 
team leader on PCDR's education team, which offers services for LGBTQ cultural competency and 
professional development to a variety of social service agencies, elementary and high schools, 
universities, colleges, businesses and religious organizations. David holds a Bachelor of Arts in 
Criminology and Justice, a Bachelor of Education in Adult Education, and will begin his Master of 
Education in Social Justice Education later this year. 
 
PFLAG Canada is a national non-profit organization which brings together family and friends of 
LGBT people in Canada.  
 
In the 1970s in Toronto, meetings of non-LGBT but welcoming family members were held under the 
banner of Parents Of Gays (POG). Changes were accelerated by Rev. Brent Hawkes of the 
Metropolitan Community Church of Toronto, who brought Betty Fairchild, co-author of Now That You 
Know, to POG meetings. After POG was advertised in Chatelaine, Anne Rutledge of Mississauga 
contacted June Tattle (a friend of Fairchild and parent of a gay child), after which, in October 1981, 
POG was amalgamated with Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays (FFLAG), started by 
Pauline Martin and her son Russell. The new organization was re-styled as Parents and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays, or Parents FLAG. 
 
After a number of media appearances by Rutledge and other members of Parents FLAG, other 
chapters were established throughout Canada in the 1980s and 1990s. Finally, in 2003, the 
movement was nationally consolidated as PFLAG Canada, renamed so as to distinguish the 
organization from the American NGO (Non-governmental organization) of the same name. It was 
consolidated as a federal corporation in 2005, and all chapters were renamed as PFLAG Canada to 
reflect the changes. 
 

 
 

(Continued on next page) 

http://pflagdurhamregion.ca/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=LGBT_people&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Community_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Betty_Fairchild&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metropolitan_Community_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chatelaine_(magazine)
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SPRING SING 2015 

     Northminster United Church was packed to the rafters on Sunday evening, April 19, as 103 l 

      local United Church choir members  joined to present SPRING SING 2015. 

     The inspiring, vibrant two hour concert featured four massed choir anthems, hymn sings  

     (old and new) with the congregation, instrumental ensembles, a bell choir and vocal solos.   

      The ten members of our choir who participated acknowledge the outstanding  work of  Ashton  

      McMaster, music director of Northminster,  who provided this wonderful opportunity.  

      Listen for announcements next spring for SPRING SING 2016 and plan to attend! 

 

 

Check out the A-Team’s information table in the Narthex, including:  

 Posters and print handouts - including Congregation Information Sheet on the Affirming Process. 

 Survey Box - complete a brief questionnaire and submit it in the survey box. 

 Questions Box - submit your feedback, questions and suggestions. 

 Rainbow/Dove pin - take one and wear it in support of the Affirming process at Westminster. 

 
We encourage all to share your feedback, comments and input with any A-Team member: 

 Gail Brimbecom 

 Laurel Crone 

 Paul Kneebone 

 Larry Laycock 

 Joanne MacPherson 

 Teena Morrow 

 Shirley Penny 

 Wanda Pitchforth 
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 J.a.M  (Jesus and Me) – News 

(Formally Sunday School News) 

 

May 10                – Regular J.a.M classes  

                           The Unforgiving Servant  

 

May 17 & 24       – Regular J.a.M classes  

                            The Story of Pentecost 

 

May 31 & June 7 – Regular J.a.M classes  

                               Story of Peter and Cornelius  

 

June 14               – Nursery only,    
                             Intergenerational Worship  
                             with all children and youth  
                             participating in Worship, 
                             followed by a Potluck Picnic  
                             and activities at the church 
 

 

 

 

When: 

June 21 to September 6  

 
What: 

Junior Church is our  
Summer Sunday School program  

for children 4 to 10 years old  
. 

Where: 
At Westminster on Sunday morning 

 
Please note that all children and youth attending 

Junior Church and our regular J.a.M (Jesus and 

Me) program throughout the year, will need a 
completed registration form.  

 
Registration forms are available at the  

J.a.M registration table  

in the narthex on Sunday mornings.  
 

To request an electronic version or for any 
questions or concerns, please contact  
Susan Pleasance at 905-493-3122 or 

auntx2@gmail.com   
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GENERAL COUNCIL 
 

This year is a General Council year.  The 

United Church of Canada’s General 

Council is a denomination-wide gathering 

which meets every three years to elect a 

new Moderator and to approve new 

church policies. This year it is taking 

place from August 8 to 15, 2015 in 

Corner Brook, Newfoundland.   

Delegates (ministry personnel and lay 

people) from each conference across the 

country are selected to attend and will be 

joined by observers, youth, staff and 

volunteers.   

After a 2 year process that involved study and consultation with churches across the country a report 

has come forward from the Comprehensive Review Task Group that recommends huge changes to 

The United Church of Canada (governance, ministries, finances.)  It will be a large focus of this year’s 

General Council.  You can find the report online at www.gc42.ca  as well as other information about 

General Council. 

Kids and Volunteers Wanted!  

 

We are getting excited and plans are being made for  

Vacation Bible School – July 13 to 17
th

 from 9am to 4 pm daily. 

   

Please see the flyer and registration form found in this newsletter 

for details.  Please note that registration forms must be in before 

June 30th to either Susan or Crystal.   

Our theme is God’s Rainbow and we are planning water games, a 

big barbeque picnic, jam making, science experiments and 

woodworking; to tease you with just a few of our planned activities.   

In order for our camp to be viable – we need you!  We are in need of volunteers to assist – to shepherd - to 

mentor – and to guide our young campers.  We need both adult and youth (teen) volunteers, whether it is for a 

day or a few days or part days or all week or all day.  The number of children we can register will depend on the 

number of people who volunteer.   

If you know or have a teenager starting high school in September – this would be a great opportunity for him/her 

to get their required 40 community service hours and some leadership skills training.   

It’s a wonderful and fun filled week and Crystal and I are already getting hyped about it.   

Come and join the fun!  

Contact Susan at 905-493-3122 or Crystal at 905-725-0074 

http://www.gc42.ca


 

- 9 - 



 

- 10 - 

Kid’s Church Camp@ Westminster - Registration Form 
Family Last Name:________________________________ Family email: _______________________________________ 

Child’s name: ________________________  Gr. in 2015/16_____               July 13 – 17  Full Week or _______Days 

Child’s name: ________________________  Gr. in 2015/16 _____               July 13 – 17  Full Week or _______Days 

Parent # 1 - 1st & last Names:  ______________________________________    Ph#:______________________________  

Parent # 2 – 1st & last Names:  ______________________________________    Ph#:______________________________  

Family Address:  Unit # and Street:______________________________________________________________________  

City: _____________________________Postal Code: ______________ Home Phone: ____________________________  

 
Behavioural Concerns:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

I give the Church Leader permission to procure emergency medical assistance if I cannot be reached.   Yes ___ No ___ 

I give permission for photos of my child to be used in relation to promoting Westminster U.C.  Yes ___ No ___ 

____________________________________    

 ________________________________ 

                Signature of Parent/Guardian        Date 

Children are to bring own lunch. Snacks will be provided.  

Camp runs from 9 to 4. Before and after care may be arranged on an individual basis. 

Cost:  $25/day or $100/week per child  

($50/week per each additional child in same family) 

Cheques made payable to Westminster United Church. 

Registration form to be submitted a.s.a.p. / Payment must be received by June 30, 2015 

 

Office Use Only  Time: Full week / _____day   File Number ________ 

Payment Received:    Cash   /   cheque                       Amount: _______________ 

The use, retention and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with all applicable federal and provincial 

legislation including but not limited to, the Personal Information and Electronic Documents Act.  Information gathered can and will be used for the 

purpose of administering Sunday Church School programs as well as sharing information pertaining to other Westminster United Church events.  It will 

not be distributed to outside agencies except as statistical data to the United Church of Canada. 

Allergies/Sensitivities/ Concerns: 

For more information, please contact the Church Office at 905-723-6442 
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Notes from OUTREACH 
 

 

Christmas Hampers/Tin Can Donations 
 

For many years, Westminster has helped make a better Christmas for families in 
our community. We provide food and presents for families in need.  To pay for the 
food hampers, we ask the congregation to pick up a tin can - available most 
Sundays in the gym after service, and collect your spare change throughout the 
year to support this project. 
 
 

 
 

Movie Screening 

 
The Outreach Committee is partnering with the Unitarian 
Universalist Congregation of Durham to present a screening of the 
CBC documentary 8th FIRE.  See the poster on the next page.  
 
We will be sponsoring one of the sessions but encourage you to 
attend any of them on this important topic. 
 

Monthly Financial Update 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Current forecast for 2015 - Deficit of $5,000. 

  March YTD 

  Budget Actual Budget Actual 

          

Income  $43,558   $42,617  $105,223  $103,241 

          

Expense  $36,032   $56,644   $131,154  $146,393 

          

Surplus/Shortfall  $7,527  $14,027 -$25,931  -$43,152 

 
To all of the “Bunnies” who helped to make the  

Easter EGGstravaganza  
such a HUGE success… 

THANK YOU! 
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                     Book Club  
 

Date: May 27th (Youth Room) 
Book Title: The Accident, by Linwood Barclay 
Description: In this mesmerizing thriller by Canadian acclaimed author Linwood 

Barclay, a typical American community descends into darkness, as an ordinary 

man is swept into one of the most violent mysteries of modern life. It’s the new 

normal at the Garber household in Connecticut: Glen, a contractor, has seen his 

business shaken by the housing crisis, and now his wife, Sheila, is taking a 

business course at night to increase her chances of landing a good-paying job. 

But she should have been home by now. Waiting for Sheila’s return, with their eight-year-old 

daughter sleeping soundly, Glen soon finds his worst fears confirmed: Sheila and two others have 

been killed in a car accident. Adding to the tragedy, the police claim Sheila was responsible. Glen 

knows it’s impossible; he knew his wife and she would never do such a thing. When he investigates, 

Glen begins to uncover layers of lawlessness beneath the placid surface of their suburb, secret after 

dangerous secret behind the closed doors. Propelled into a vortex of corruption and illegal activity, 

pursued by mysterious killers, and confronted by threats from neighbours he thought he knew, Glen 

must take his own desperate measures and go to terrifying new places in himself to avenge his wife 

and protect his child. Bold and timely, with the shocking twists and startling insights that have become 

trademarks of this new master of domestic suspense, The Accident is a riveting triumph, a book that 

moves at a breathless pace to a climax no one will see coming. All are welcome.  

For more information – contact Susan at 905-493-3122. 

  

A Call for Submissions 

This newsletter is yours!   
 

It is made up of stories, articles and submissions by the people of 

Westminster United Church.  It is a place to share what is on your 

mind and let people know about upcoming events.  It is a tool of 

connection between members of this church so that we may 

continue to be the church in this world.  It is a collection of articles 

that bring together all of the many facets of this church in one 

place.  It is written by and for the people of this congregation, 

writer and non-writer alike, in order that all in the world of 

Westminster might know what is happening in the  

Westminster world! 

 

Anyone is welcome to submit something for this newsletter and we look forward to hearing 

all of your stories, about the groups of this church and the exciting things that your lives 

bring. 
 

The deadline for submissions to The Westminster World is the 21st of each month.   

If you have an article, please send it to Bev Crumb at bcrumb@sympatico.ca. 
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Library Reviews – May 2015 

 

Power Prayers for Mothers by Rachel Quillen 

Description: Prayer packs a punch-and this practical guide offers both solid 
biblical reasons to pray, along with specific prayer starters in 21 key areas of 
every mother's life. Chapters address topics such as children, home, church, 
career, marriage, and goals and include scripture and the life experiences of 
historic and contemporary mothers. Concise and quick to read, yet packed 
with spiritual punch. 
 

 

 

 

 

I Dare You: Embrace Life with Passion by Joyce Meyer 

Description: Joyce Meyer explains that a life without purpose is a life not 
worth living. We all need a reason to get up everyday. We all need to reach 
for something beyond ourselves. Over the centuries, millions of people have 
asked, "What am I here for? What is my purpose?" We are born; we live; 
and we die. We cannot do anything about being born or dying, but we can 
do a lot about how we live. 
 

 

 

 

Stories for a Woman's Heart: Over One Hundred Treasures to Touch Your Soul 

(Stories For the Heart) by Alice Gray  

Description: Like the tender and uplifting original edition of Stories for a 
Woman's Heart, this new collection of stories from the bestselling Stories for 
the Heart series will inspire and stir the souls of women. More than one 
hundred selections -- including many from today's most loved and respected 
Christian communicators -- offer encouragement on topics such as 
friendship, love, virtue, motherhood, memories, and faith. Whether savored 
in a quiet moment alone or shared with friends and family, these stories 
provide timeless joy that women are sure to cherish. 
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You’re invited… 
Blood Donor Clinic -Help save a life today! 
4:00pm – 7:00pm 

Tuesday, May 5 

Church Yard Clean-up - Come one, Come all. 
Hosted by the Property Committee 
9:00am – 1:00pm 

Saturday, May 9 

Spring Fashion Show 
Hosted by the United Church Women 
2:00pm – 4:00pm 
Tickets required 

Saturday, May 9 

Wine, Women and the Word Bible Study 
East Side Mario’s, Whitby (Baldwin St/Taunton Rd.) 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Tuesday, May 19 

CBC Documentary Film: 8th Fire 
Whitby Public  Library, Central Branch, Meeting Rm. 1 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
You are welcome to attend individual screenings,  
but encouraged to attend them all. 

Friday, May 22 
Friday, May 29 
Friday, June 5 
Friday, June 12 

Interfaith Dialogue  
With our friends of the Ahmadiyya Muslim Community 
6:00pm 
All are Welcome  

Sunday, May 24 

UCW Worship Service 
10:30am 

Sunday, May 31 

90th Anniversary of the United Church of Canada 
10:30am 

Sunday, June 7 

Blessing of the Animals Service 
2:00pm 

Sunday, June 7 

With Love and Blessings to  
Avery Artymko 
Emma Cullen 

Emily Gauvreau 
Lindsay Seabright 

Sydney Wallis 

On your Confirmation! 

 May God continue to richly bless your journey! 

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mccrimmons.com%2Fshop%2Fcardscertificates%2Fconfirmation-card-pk5-cl1743%2F&ei=YAhHVZ7MBMaoNr7jgPgM&bvm=bv.92291466,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNFjlgSZYd

