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Greetings from the new Chair of Council  

Given that we are in the season of new beginnings, I 

felt that it was quite appropriate for me to “spring” 

into my new role as your  Chair of Council. Isn’t it 

funny how things seem to fall into place sometimes? 

For me, this meant that as I “technically” retired from 

my job (the normal 9 to 5) this past April, I now find 

that my time will be devoted to new “work” – 

something I had thought about in the past, but was 

always too “ busy” to really pay any true attention 

to ... but He certainly has His hands  

on this!! 
 

You see, in 2011, 2 years prior to the time I chose to 

officially retire, the Bank invited “future retirees” to a 

wonderful, thought-provoking and challenging 

weekend seminar where my spouse, Shane, and I, 

along with 20 other colleagues  

and their spouses, were challenged to put together 

our own plan of action– not just for the obvious 

financial aspects of retirement, but for the social, 

physical and mental aspects that this phase of life 

would hold. And, by chance recently, as we 

attempted to de-clutter, I happened to retrieve the 

folder from a box, and  guess what I found – and I 

quote – “to become a more active leader at 

Church, growing and learning more about my 

faith life as I walk on a journey with my Lord 

[and with my fellow congregants] ”!! 
 

I do look forward to this new opportunity/challenge because I know it will allow me to use my talents 

wisely and honestly.   As Rev. Michelle said on Sunday, it’s not about how things “used to be” for me 

– it’s about celebrating those special present moments and moving forward. 

So here I am, knowing that I cannot be everything to everyone, but trusting that I can be a person to 

offer a comforting word and maybe a listening ear, to have an open heart  and a reasoning mind; 

seeking guidance whenever I need it, and for sure, as you see fit. 
 

Respectfully and with Blessings, 

Margaret Suepaul 
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Our children need you to join our TEACHING ROSTER for J.a.M! 

 

No previous experience needed...we give you the material and walk with you every step of the way! 

The commitment is whatever you have to offer...so please offer! 

Don’t let fear, uncertainty, insecurity and the unknown make this decision for you… 

make the call, step out of your comfort zone, give it a try, 

and make a huge difference in a child’s life...and in yours!  

If we all wait for others to help out, then we’ll be waiting forever… 

and our children shouldn’t have to wait that long!  

 

Thanks for considering this request! 

 

Please contact Cathy Shaw to hear more about this  

awesome opportunity…905-723-6442  

or cshaw@westminster-uc.ca 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCW News 

 

A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our Yard Sale.   
We raised the highest amount of money yet - $2600!  

 
Another big thank you to everyone who attended and participated in the  

Fashion Show and Tea. 
It was a sold out event and a great time was had by all! 

 

At our May meeting we studied 3 women of the Bible.   

We have also donated $4000 of our promised $6000 to Westminster's general funds  

and $1000 towards the fundraiser for the new projector. 
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                 Service will be held  
on the back lawn,  

or in the Sanctuary  
in the event of rain. 

 

1850 Rossland Rd, East 

Whitby, Ontario L1N 3P2 

Phone: 905-723-6442  

www.westminster-uc.ca  

 

 

Bring your pet or bring a picture as we bless the animal 

companions who are, and have been, important in our lives. 
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Did you know ... 

 Jeanne Yee and Laurie Sharrard were united 
in marriage in our Sanctuary on May 22nd  
with Reverend Michelle presiding? It was a 
beautiful and moving ceremony, planned and 
carried out with love and care. Our loving 
wishes go to Jeanne and Laurie from the 
Westminster Congregation.  

 Margaret Suepaul is the incoming Chair of the 
Westminster Council? Margaret brings with 
her a host of gifts, not the least of which are 
her organizational and financial skills. She 
recently retired from the banking sector. We 
look forward to her leadership and we are 
grateful she has agreed to take on this 
important role.   

 Debbie Joyce made all the goodie bags that 

were distributed on Mother’s Day? Thank you 

Debbie, for your thoughtful and creative gifts. 

 Heather Von Zuben is our awesome Junior 

Choir Director and the host of the choir ice 

cream sundae event? We are blessed to have 

had her enthusiastic leadership this past 

church year...lots of fun, fun, fun! 

 The Christian Education Committee 

endeavours to be responsible concerning 

waste for all events they run? In J.a.M, 

materials are considered during the planning 

process, and when deemed necessary to  

use disposable materials, only recyclable 

paper products are chosen (example: In the  

Garden of Eatin’ Snack Workshop, plates may 

be used so the children can take home their  

cooking creation). CE continues to be aware 

of this on-going concern.  

 Teena Morrow has completed her term as  

Chair of the Council of Westminster?  

She has done this demanding job with  

good humour, good organizational skills, 

optimism and vigour. What more could be 

asked? To say thank you isn’t enough but we 

do say a huge THANK YOU!   

We would like to extend a huge thank-you to our 

Westminster Family for your continued support 

of the Gillie Beans FUN Day.  We had an 

amazing day filled with fun, games and 

activities, cotton candy, fudge and everything 

that Gillian loved!   
 

We raised $28,000 and the highlight of our day 

was having Dr. Malkin, our research doctor from 

SickKids come and speak about the research 

trials that we are helping to fund, and how all 

our efforts are impacting children undergoing 

treatment for Rhabdomyosarcoma.   
 

We had 10 girls who donated their hair and 

collected over $12,000 in pledges.  It was 

bittersweet to commemorate our 5th 

Anniversary, but thanks to amazing community 

support Gillian's legacy continues and we are 

helping to Find a Cure, One Jelly Bean at a 

Time! 

Chris, Janette, Madelyn, Ethan and  Marissa 

Berthelot 

A Note of Thanks! 

We would like to thank our 

brothers and sisters in 

Christ at Westminster,  

for making our Wedding 

Ceremony a warm and 

beautiful occasion.  We 

are completely moved by 

your love and presence in 

our life. 

 

In gratitude, 

Jeanne and Laurie 
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Calling All Youth 

Grade 6-12 

 

THIS EVENT IS JUST FOR YOU! 

When: Thursday, June 18th,  

     7:00pm-8:30pm 

 

Where: NEB’s FUN WORLD,  

                         1300 Wilson Rd. N, Oshawa 

                                Why: Because your Christian Education Team  

                                thinks you’re awesome and wants  

                    to give you a fun night out! 

 

The BOWLING is FREE, but you NEED to let us know that you will be there! 

 

 

Contact Cathy Shaw by SUNDAY, JUNE 14th 

 

Phone: 905-723-6442 

E-mail: cshaw@westminster-uc.ca 

Text: 905-449-3325 

(If texting, be sure to include your name, so we know 

who is sending the message) 

Our Stewardship campaign to help cover the costs of upgrading and 
replacing our electronic sign and providing a new projector in the 
Sanctuary has reached a total of $6,850...and we are grateful! The 
goal for these two important communication items is $20,000, and 
we are hoping to reach this goal by the end of June. For those who 
have already donated, we thank-you! For those who have not had 
an opportunity to do so, we ask that you prayerfully consider this 
request, and if possible, use the envelopes in the back of the pews 
and on display in the narthex to make your donation.  
All gifts will be graciously received. Thank you!      

Stewardship and Property Committee   

http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2Fphotos-images%2Fgoal.html&ei=pFFvVef-JYaiyASW7YLgBg&bvm=bv.94911696,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNHbrTOBMtN5yx-ZXzRYfO23l0mXJQ&ust=143344
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Small Groups  

Small Groups have one, simple purpose: to bring people together!  

God created us to live in relationship with others,  

sharing life through community. 

Leading a Small Group isn’t about being perfect or about being a biblical scholar;  

it’s about serving others by giving them a place to connect. 

If you have a topic that interests you,  

or you would like to create and lead a Small Group  

where others can share with you and one another, then talk to us! 

We are here to help you get started and we’ll be there for you throughout this experience! 

If you have a particular area of interest,  

creative, social, physical or spiritual,  

chances are there are others who are like-minded  

and would love to get together to share with you.  

Small Groups come in all shapes and sizes, 

are held in a variety of places at different times, 

and are a wonderful way to meet others who share common interests. 

Whether you lead a Small Group or join one,  

you will come away much richer for the experience! 

For more information or to discuss your thoughts and ideas for a Small Group 

(no matter what they are),  

please contact Patti Lang, our Small Group Coordinator at:  

smallgroups@westmimster-uc.ca 

A Word from Wellness 

Summer is fast approaching and most of us welcome the change in pace that accompanies the 

warmer weather. Scheduled events are often suspended for a few months as we enjoy a less 

structured timetable. 

The Wellness Committee has a monthly Blood Pressure Clinic after church on the first Sunday of 

each month. Our next Blood Pressure Clinic will be Sunday June 7th in the Founders’ Room.  

In deference to summer, there will be NO blood pressure clinics in July or August. Our start-up clinic 

will be Sunday, September 13th.  

Enjoy your summer and remember to re-apply that sunscreen frequently as evidence shows that it 

doesn’t remain effective after 2 hrs!  Keep in mind: church, prayer and sunshine, time with family, 

friends and nature are God’s gifts for our health - Body, Mind and Spirit. 

Yours in Wellness,  

Sue Neil, Maureen Dingman, Maisie Morrison, Cathie Howard, Marilyn Cook 
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 J.a.M  (Jesus and Me) – News 

(Formally Sunday School News) 

 

June 7                 - Regular J.a.M classes  

                              Story of Peter and Cornelius  

 

June 14               - PICNIC SUNDAY  

                            - Nursery only 

                            - Intergenerational  

                               Worship Service, followed 

                               by BBQ/Potluck lunch and 

                               games/activities for all ages! 

 

June 21-              - JUNIOR CHURCH 
Sept 6                  - For children 4 - 10 only 
(inclusive)            - Nursery will be open and 
                               for children to use with their 
                               caregivers, but there will be  
                               no formal childcare available.  
                             

Sept. 13                - Regular J.a.M classes  

                                The Creation Story  

 

 

When: 

June 21 to September 6  

 
What: 

Junior Church is our  
Summer Sunday School program  

for children 4 to 10 years old  
. 

Where: 
At Westminster on Sunday morning 

 
Please note that all children and youth attending 

Junior Church and our regular J.a.M (Jesus and 

Me) program throughout the year, will need a 
completed registration form.  

 
Registration forms are available at the  

J.a.M registration table  

in the narthex on Sunday mornings.  
 

To request an electronic version or for any 
questions or concerns, please contact  
Susan Pleasance at 905-493-3122 or 

auntx2@gmail.com   
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We are in need the following supplies: 

 

2 litre straight sided pop bottles  

card stock paper 

glue sticks  

glue guns 

glue sticks for glue guns  

very large google eyes  

skipping ropes  

children’s sand pails 

 

Please check the bulletin for other supplies that may be needed, 

and please leave donations in the office marked for Susan Pleasance.  

 

Thank you so much for assisting us with this outreach opportunity!  

 

For more information, call Susan at 905-493-3122.     

Kids and Volunteers Wanted!  

 

We are getting excited and plans are being made for  

Vacation Bible School – July 13 to 17
th

 from 9am to 4 pm daily. 

   

Please see the flyer and registration form found in this newsletter 

for details.  Please note that registration forms must be in before 

June 30th to either Susan or Crystal.   

Our theme is God’s Rainbow and we are planning water games, a 

big barbeque picnic, jam making, science experiments and 

woodworking; to tease you with just a few of our planned activities.   

In order for our camp to be viable – we need you!  We are in need of volunteers to assist – to shepherd - to 

mentor – and to guide our young campers.  We need both adult and youth (teen) volunteers, whether it is for a 

day or a few days or part days or all week or all day.  The number of children we can register will depend on the 

number of people who volunteer.   

If you know or have a teenager starting high school in September – this would be a great opportunity for him/her 

to get their required 40 community service hours and some leadership skills training.   

It’s a wonderful and fun filled week and Crystal and I are already getting hyped about it.   

Come and join the fun!  

Contact Susan at 905-493-3122 or Crystal at 905-725-0074 
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Kid’s Church Camp@ Westminster - Registration Form 
Family Last Name:________________________________ Family email: _______________________________________ 

Child’s name: ________________________  Gr. in 2015/16_____               July 13 – 17  Full Week or _______Days 

Child’s name: ________________________  Gr. in 2015/16 _____               July 13 – 17  Full Week or _______Days 

Parent # 1 - 1st & last Names:  ______________________________________    Ph#:______________________________  

Parent # 2 – 1st & last Names:  ______________________________________    Ph#:______________________________  

Family Address:  Unit # and Street:______________________________________________________________________  

City: _____________________________Postal Code: ______________ Home Phone: ____________________________  

 
Behavioural Concerns:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________  

I give the Church Leader permission to procure emergency medical assistance if I cannot be reached.   Yes ___ No ___ 

I give permission for photos of my child to be used in relation to promoting Westminster U.C.  Yes ___ No ___ 

____________________________________    

 ________________________________ 

                Signature of Parent/Guardian        Date 

Children are to bring own lunch. Snacks will be provided.  

Camp runs from 9 to 4. Before and after care may be arranged on an individual basis. 

Cost:  $25/day or $100/week per child  

($50/week per each additional child in same family) 

Cheques made payable to Westminster United Church. 

Registration form to be submitted a.s.a.p. / Payment must be received by June 30, 2015 

 

Office Use Only  Time: Full week / _____day   File Number ________ 

Payment Received:    Cash   /   cheque                       Amount: _______________ 

The use, retention and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with all applicable federal and provincial 

legislation including but not limited to, the Personal Information and Electronic Documents Act.  Information gathered can and will be used for the 

purpose of administering Sunday Church School programs as well as sharing information pertaining to other Westminster United Church events.  It will 

not be distributed to outside agencies except as statistical data to the United Church of Canada. 

Allergies/Sensitivities/ Concerns: 

For more information, please contact the Church Office at 905-723-6442 
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It’s Picnic Time again… 

and YOU’RE INVITED! 

This awesome event is happening on June 14th 

immediately after our special Family Worship Service.   

Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and Drinks will be provided, but 

contributions of salads, veggies/dip, fruit and desserts 

would be welcomed and appreciated (bite-sized and 

ready to serve would be best…thanks).   

This picnic will have something for everyone, so  

gather your family and friends, bring your lawn chair  

(if you have one), lather on the sunscreen and wear 

your picnic clothes (don’t forget your hat)…and we’ll  

see you on the 14th!  

This is a RAIN or SHINE event, so either way,  

plan to be part of the FUN!  

 

See you there! 

                                                        An evening of Interfaith Dialogue took place on May 24th,  

 with many in attendance from Westminster and the  

Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. 

The topic for the evening was Freedom of Speech and we   

welcomed the words of our guest speakers,  

Naseer Maharaj and Rev. Michelle Robinson. 

 Questions were asked, answers were shared and much was 

learned during our time together.  

Many thanks to the women of the Ahmadiyya community for 

preparing and providing the delicious meal that was shared   

after the dialogue and to the Outreach Team from 

Westminster, for hosting this event.  

Many thanks to Paul Kneebone,  

                                                            who acted as Emcee for the evening.  

Movie Screening 
 

The Outreach Committee is partnering with the Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Durham to present a screening of the CBC documentary  
8th FIRE (See the poster on the next page).  
 

We will be sponsoring one of the sessions but encourage you to attend any of 
them on this important topic. 
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Camp Out at Warsaw Caves 

July 18 - 19, 2015 

Hello!  You're invited to our third “Called to Camp” Westminster camp out, from Saturday July 18th to 

Sunday, July 19th at Warsaw caves. Warsaw Caves are located a little over an hour from Whitby, just 

behind Peterborough. The group camp site we have booked (#1) will take tents as well as trailers, 

and if camping isn't your thing, there is a B&B called Shining Waters (shiningwatersbb.com) just 

around the corner. Apart from the must-see caves, one of which has year-round ice in it, Warsaw 

Caves also has a beach with a roofed BBQ accommodation (ours for Saturday). The Indian River is 

ideal for swimming, fishing and canoeing. Cost will be roughly $10/person/night. 

Food is essential, so for dinner and breakfast, we will have a charcoal BBQ going for everyone to 

cook their own food.  There are stores located in the village of 

Warsaw which is about 5 minutes by car from the camp site. 

We plan to join the Warsaw United Church for Sunday 

worship – if we can all fit inside!  

Please let us know if you're planning to join us, so that we can 

give the park a reasonable estimate of the number of people 

coming. 

Janet & Jan Hendrikse 

905 665 4595 or janetjan.hen@gmail.com 

  

A Call for Submissions 

This newsletter is yours!   
 

It is made up of stories, articles and submissions by the people of 

Westminster United Church.  It is a place to share what is on your 

mind and let people know about upcoming events.  It is a tool of 

connection between members of this church so that we may 

continue to be the church in this world.  It is a collection of articles 

that bring together all of the many facets of this church in one 

place.  It is written by and for the people of this congregation, 

writer and non-writer alike, in order that all in the world of 

Westminster might know what is happening in the  

Westminster world! 

 

Anyone is welcome to submit something for this newsletter and we look forward to hearing 

all of your stories, about the groups of this church and the exciting things that your lives 

bring. 
 

The deadline for submissions to The Westminster World is the 21st of each month.   

If you have an article, please send it to Bev Crumb at bcrumb@sympatico.ca. 
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Library Reviews – May 2015 

 
No Atheists In Foxholes: Reflections and Prayers From the Front  
by Patrick McLaughlin 

Experience gripping wartime stories and honest prayers by this Camp 
David chaplain now serving in Iraq. When words mean less and less, but 
money talks more and more; when blasphemy is a best seller, and eternal 
war has replaced hopeful diplomacy; in times like these is prayer even 
possible?  
 
Patrick J. McLaughlin thinks so. McLaughlin is an active duty Navy 
Chaplain who has ministered to heads of state and to soldiers living and 
dying in the heat of Iraq. 
 
No Atheists in Foxholes assembles Chaplain McLaughlin's experiences 
and prayers from e-mails, private notes, and personal conversations that 
take us  
real-time into realms of duty and spirit: from the quiet darkness of his 
infant son's New England bedroom on September 11, 2001, to the bomb-
shelled medical tents and blistered Army Humvees of Anbar Province.  
 
Chaplain McLaughlin believes that prayer is not only possible, but critical.  
"We must all learn to pray for peace," he says, "and then become an answer  
to that prayer." 

 

 

 

Danger Calling: True Adventures of Risk and Faith  
by James Lund, Peb Jackson 
 

Danger Calling features 16 true stories that take readers on a high-

adrenaline ride--from the depths of the sea to the top of Mount Everest and 

everywhere in between--and pose provocative questions that move men 

forward in their lives and faith.  

 

Danger Calling challenges readers to discover if they are truly living out 

God's game plan for their lives: Would you stop to help a climber in the 

"death zone" on Everest? What is your source of strength in a crisis? Could 

you lead others into battle knowing some are likely to die? To what 

challenge is God summoning you right now?  

 

Each story thrills and engages. Each set of questions challenges readers to 

discover who they are, where they stand in their faith, and whether God is  

calling them to a life of greater risks and deeper meaning. 

 

http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/patrick-mclaughlin/502312/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/james-lund/345026/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/peb-jackson/875082/
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Library Reviews – Continued 

 
 
 

Wild at Heart: Discovering the Secret of a Man's Soul 
by John Eldredge 
 
If Christian men are going to change from a pitiful, wimpy bunch of  

"really nice guys" to men who are made in the image of God, they must  

re-examine their preconceptions about who God is and recover their true 

"wild" hearts, writes bestselling author John Eldredge in Wild at Heart: 

Discovering the Secret of a Man’s Soul. Eldredge throws down the gauntlet

--men are bored; they fear risk, they refuse to pay attention to their deepest 

desires. He challenges Christian men to return to authentic masculinity 

without resorting to a "macho man" mentality. Men often seek validation in 

venues such as work, or in the conquest of women, Eldredge observes. He 

urges men to take time out and come to grips with the "secret longings" of 

their hearts.  

 

Eldredge frames the book around his outdoor experiences and appealing 

anecdotes about his family, sprinkling the text with touches of humour and  

overlying everything with heartfelt passion. Even as he mixes eclectic ideas  

about masculinity from popular movies such as Braveheart with classic 

words  

from Oswald Chambers, and lyrics from the Dixie Chicks with stories from the  

Bible, he points to only one answer for men searching for their true wildness  

of heart. Writes Eldredge, "The only way to live in this adventure ... with all its  

danger and unpredictability and immensely high stakes ... is in an ongoing,  

intimate relationship with God."  

 
 
The Resolution for Men  
by Randy Alcorn   

The Resolution for Men is the inspiring book born out of Courageous, a 

2011 film. The movie, which presents a powerful story of strong male 

leadership, is an emotionally charged wake-up call to fathers whose 

influence upon their children and society is immeasurable.  

 

The Resolution for Men challenges men of all ages to become bold and 

intentional about embracing their responsibilities as leaders of their homes, 

marriages and children. The Resolution for Men strategically inspires men 

to reconcile with their past, re-engage in the present by taking full 

responsibility for their wives and children, and then move forward with a 

bold and clear resolution for the future.  

http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/john-eldredge/196476/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/randy-alcorn/196384/
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You’re invited… 
CBC Documentary Film: 8th Fire 
Whitby Public  Library, Central Branch, Meeting Rm. 1 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 
You are welcome to attend individual screenings,  
but encouraged to attend them all. 

Friday, June 5 
Friday, June 12 

Worship Service 
90th Anniversary of the United Church of Canada 
10:30am 

Sunday, June 7 

Worship Service 
10:30am 
Blessing of the Animals Service 
2:00pm 

Sunday, June 7 

Intergeneration (Family) Worship Service  
and Church Picnic 
10:30am 

Sunday, June 14 

Wine, Women and the Word Bible Study 
East Side Mario’s, Whitby (Baldwin St/Taunton Rd.) 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Tuesday, June 16 

Youth Bowling Night -Grades 6-12  
Free Event but registration is mandatory 
NEB’s Fun World 
7:00pm-8:30 

Thursday, June 18 

Sung Worship Service 
10:30am 
 

Sunday, June 21 

Worship Service - Baptism 
10:30am 

Sunday, June 28 

Blood Donor Clinic -Help save a life today! 
4:00pm – 7:00pm 

Tuesday, July 7 

“Called to Camp”  
Warsaw Caves 
Fun for the whole family! 

Saturday, July 18 
Sunday, July 19 

Apologizing does not always mean that you are wrong  
and the other person in right. 

It just means that you value your relationship  
more than your ego. 


