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Check out the A-Teamôs information table in the 
Narthex, including: 
  

¶  Posters and print handouts --- including 

       a Congregation Information Sheet on the  
       Affirming Process. 

¶ Survey Box ---- complete a brief questionnaire  

      and submit in survey box. 

¶ Questions Box ---- submit your feedback questions 

      and suggestions/ comments. 
 

 
Rainbow/Dove pin  
Please take one and wear it in support of the Affirming process at Westminster.  
We encourage all to share your feedback comments and input with any A-Team member: 
Gail Brimbecom, Laurel Crone, Paul Kneebone, Larry Laycock, Joanne MacPherson,  
Teena Morrow and Shirley Penny 

 

       
      The Christian Education Committee  
             Invites you to a Hassle-Free  
                 Night Out for the Family 
                     
 
 
 

Where: Westminster United Church  
  

When: Friday, October 23rd  
 

Time: Gathering at 5:30pm, Dinner at 6:00pm, Movie at 6:45pm.   
  

You donôt have to bring a thing except yourself!  
  

Homemade soup, bread or buns, hot dogs, fruit and beverages will all be provided.  
(In other words, everything is free!)  

 
We will be watching a family friendly movie - TBA.  

 

To make sure thereôs enough food, you must RSVP by October 21, 2015.  
Please contact Susan at 905-493-3122 or auntx2@gmail.com  

 
We would love to have your company for both dinner and the movie,  

but if you can only join us for one or the other, we will welcome your fellowship.   

mailto:auntx2@gmail.com
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We Learn...We Share  

 

As our Affirm team was meeting over the spring and summer, we found we were getting confused by 
terms that seemed to be quite similar but were actually quite different in their meaning.   Our hope is 
to be an inclusive congregation for all Godôs family, so some clarity was needed for us.  It can all be 
very confusing so we went to the World Wide Web for help and thought we would share what we 
learned with you. 
 
Ethnicity - refers to cultural factors - including nationality, regional culture, ancestry and language 
 
Race - refers to a person's physical characteristics, such as bone structure and skin, hair or eye 
colour 
 
Gender -  is a more complex concept that refers to an individual's or society's understanding of what 
it means to look, feel, and act feminine, masculine, androgynous or something else altogether 

 
Gender Identity - is one's personal experience of one's own gender.  This is generally described as 
one's private sense of being a man or a woman.   All societies include individuals who do not identify 
with some (or all) aspects of the biological gender assigned to their bodies. 

Sexual Orientation - is an enduring pattern of romantic or sexual attraction (or a combination of 
these) to persons of the opposite sex or gender, the same sex or gender or to both sexes or more 
than one gender. 

 
Lastly, a question often asked é ñWhy Pride Parade? ñ   
 
Pride parades (also known as pride marches, pride events, and pride festivals) for the LGBT 
community are events celebrating lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) culture and pride.  
The events also at times serve as demonstrations for legal rights such as same-sex marriage.  Most 
pride events occur annually, and many take place around June to commemorate the Stonewall riots 
(initiated by police raids in New York City), a pivotal moment in modern LGBT social movements. 
 
Toronto's Pride Week celebrated its 35th anniversary this past June and evolved out of the mass 
protests that followed the 1981 Toronto bathhouse raids (Operation Soap).  More than three hundred 
men were arrested in raids of four gay bathhouses, the largest mass arrest in Canada since the 1970 
October crisis. The event marked a major turning point in the history of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in Canada.  The raids and their aftermath are today widely considered to be 
the Canadian equivalent of the 1969 Stonewall riots. 
 
óPrideô is the positive stance against discrimination and violence toward lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people to promote their self-affirmation, dignity, equality rights, increase their 
visibility as a social group, build community, and celebrate sexual diversity and gender variance.  
Pride, as opposed to shame and social stigma, is the predominant outlook that bolsters most LGBT 
rights movements throughout the world. 
 
We all belong and as our understanding grows, our acceptance and ability to welcome everyone into 
the life of our church also grows.  Our faith is our common bond and our guide. 
 
 
With blessings from your Affirm Team 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_attraction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_community
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-affirmation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_stigma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights
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...that Rev. Michelle and her husband Jake have a new van?  It is to carry not one baby, not two 

   babies, but three babies. Congratulations and much happiness from the Westminster Congregation.  

éthat Vacation Bible School was fully subscribed under the fine leadership of Susan Pleasance  

    and Crystal Smith. Not only that but they were able to donate $1261 to Westminster.  

éthat four young men connected to or raised in Westminster have been married this summer or will 

    be in the near future. They are Jeffrey Booth, son of Dianne and Alan Booth, Andrew Buchanan,  

    son of Lisa and Iain Buchanan, Ian Dickey, son of Marilyn and Brian Cook, and Mark Ekker,  

    son of Wendy and Ed Ekker. 

éthat Rev. John and Mary Anne Sullivan who have been a part of our Westminster family are 

    moving to Victoria BC. Enjoy the West and we will miss you.  

éthat Debbie Joyce gave out inviting goody bags to our Westminster fathers on Fatherôs Day.  

    Many thanks. 

éthat Margaret Motum planned and led a meaningful ñfavouriteò hymn service for which  

    we are grateful. 

éthat the Foodman Group barbequed delicious food for the congregational picnic.  

éthat the Junior choir sang a wonderful song in June, ñSomething Big is Really Happeningò  

    It was great fun.  

éthat Shirley Wallis had a bad fall in the early summer resulting in a broken leg but she  

    is coming along well.  

éthat Anna Xu, a young member of our congregation and an assistant in our Nursery every Sunday, 

    is also an accomplished pianist. Anna led the music portion of our Sunday Service on August 2nd  

    in a very mature and wonderful manner. She also played two solos, a piece from the Phantom of  

    the Opera and a Chopin Nocturne. Many thanks to Anna. We look forward to hearing her again  

    in the near future.   

éthat Kerry Delaney fell this summer resulting in broken bones, a hospital stay, and a time in  

    rehabilitation. She is now home and we wish her continued recovery.  

éthat Cathy Shaw drove with her two daughters, Jordan and Janelle, to Newfoundland. They arrived 

    in time to take part in the General Council meeting of the United Church of Canada and for Cathy 

    to get a photo of Flat Jesus with the new Moderator, Jordan Cantwell.  

éthat Jeanne Yee is home from hospital following surgery and is recovering well.  

éthat your group is now able to advertise special events on the new electronic sign. If you have such 

    an event coming up, contact the office, Garth Edwards or download the necessary form from our  

    web site.  
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We ran a couple of events this spring: the CBC series 8th fire and the evening with the  
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community.  Thanks to all who organized and attended these events. 
 
As we move into fall, we start thinking of our Christmas hamper project.  
Westminster supports approximately 70 families each Christmas with gifts and food hampers.   
 
We supply tin cans to those of you who would like to collect spare change; this is the money used to 
purchase the food for the hampers. If you don't have a tin can or have filled yours and need another, 
they will be available in the gym each Sunday after service starting on Labour Day weekend.  
The cans are due back earlier this year- by Nov. 8th - for counting on Nov. 10th.  
 
In late November and early December, we will have the children's names available for gifts.  
Thanks to everyone who supports this program, and if you would like to help with the planning,  
speak to Joanne MacPherson or email her at jmmacpherson@rogers.com. 
 
Our other outreach programs continue such as the food bank, St Vincent Kitchen and divorce care. 

 

             
               Mark Your Calendar  
 

           UCW Fall Bazaar and Luncheon 
  
                   Saturday, November 21, 2015  

 

 

I9¸ YL5{Χ 
Donôt forget to bring your backpack to church with you on  

Sunday, September 13th,  

so we can bless it...and you,  

as you head into a brand new school year! 
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CƻǳƴŘŀǝƻƴǎΥ !Řǳƭǘ aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ /ƻǳǊǎŜ 

 
 Wednesdays from  
7:00pm - 9:00pm 

September 23 to October 14  
(inclusive)  

A 4-week adult discussion group and membership course designed to give people  an overview of 
Christian beliefs and practices in the United Church. It is for people who would like to know more 
about Christian faith, the United Church of Canada; or for those who have been attending 
Westminster who would like to make a formal commitment through membership.   
 
People who participate in all 4 sessions may decide to become members of the United Church  
of Canada through this particular congregation.  Members are able to vote on church matters, f 
or example, becoming an Affirming Congregation.   

Contact Rev. Michelle if you are interested. 

News from the  

Communications Committee 

 

Council has recently instated a policy to protect 

the privacy of every individual who worships 

and/or attends events at Westminster United 

Church.  You will soon be asked to complete a 

Photograph and Video Release Form giving or 

denying consent for the use of pictures or 

videos taken of you at a Westminster function.   

This use may include print and electronic 

publications, websites, newsletters, magazine 

articles, social media sites, church and 

community displays and video presentations. 

We will be starting this process in September, 

so stay tunedé 

 
 

 
Bible Study with Rev. Michelle 

Weekly bible study discussing scripture for the  
coming Sunday and other verses of interest. 

Mondayôs from 1:00pm- 2:00pm. starting September 21. 

All are welcome. 
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Small Groups  

Small Groups have one, simple purpose: to bring people together!  

God created us to live in relationship with others,  

sharing life through community. 

Leading a Small Group isnôt about being perfect or about being a biblical scholar;  

itôs about serving others by giving them a place to connect. 

If you have a topic that interests you,  

or you would like to create and lead a Small Group  

where others can share with you and one another, then talk to us! 

We are here to help you get started and weôll be there for you throughout this experience! 

If you have a particular area of interest,  

creative, social, physical or spiritual,  

chances are there are others who are like-minded  

and would love to get together to share with you.  

Small Groups come in all shapes and sizes, 

are held in a variety of places at different times, 

and are a wonderful way to meet others who share common interests. 

Whether you lead a Small Group or join one,  

you will come away much richer for the experience! 

For more information or to discuss your thoughts and ideas for a Small Group 

(no matter what they are),  

please contact Patti Lang, our Small Group Coordinator at:  

smallgroups@westmimster-uc.ca 

A Word from Wellness  

We hope that you are returning from your summer away refreshed and maybe a little tanned! 

(Trusting, of course, that you used sunscreen conscientiously and adhered to the 10 minutes of  

ñun-sunscreenedò recommended sunlight.)  

This year promises to be another opportunity for all of us to enjoy the planned activities and times 

together. Welcome back and fasten your seatbelts!!!! 
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 J.a.M  (Jesus and Me) ð News  

School is just around the corner and that means a new start to our fall activities.  Please email Cathy 
your Flat Jesus pictures or bring them with you on Welcome Sunday (Sept. 13th) ï we canôt wait to 
see where you and Flat Jesus have been this summer.  
                                                                                                                                                                 

Our J.a.M classes will be divided as follows:   

Nursery ï infants to 4 year olds (pre JK),  
Primary Jammers ï children in JK to Grade 2 inclusive  
Junior Jammers ï children in Grade 3 to 5  
Just Jamminô ï youth in Grade 6 to 8  
High School class  - youth in High School.   
 

We are asking all guardians of the children and youth attending our J.a.M programs to please 

complete a registration form (so that all J.a.M staff are aware of allergies and special needs).   

Please fill out the J.a.M registration form that was mailed out to your family in early September, use 

the one in this newsletter or pick up one from the J.a.M registration table in the Narthex on Sunday 
morning.   
 

September 6:    Labour Day Holiday Weekend ï Summer Junior Church Program for children  

                          ages 4-10. Nursery will be open but unsupervised. 

September 13:  Welcome Sunday and the Blessing of the Backpacks.  

                          Nursery, Primary and Junior Jammers classes begin with the story of Creation 

                          All youth in Grade 6 and up are encouraged to remain in worship today.  

                          Following church, lunch will be provided.  

                          All children and youth are encouraged to bring their backpacks to be blessed. 

September 20:  Regular Nursery and J.a.M classes - Creation (week 2). 

September 28:  Baptism - Regular Nursery and J.a.M classes ï Jacob wrestling with the angels  

October 4:         World-Wide Communion ï Primary and Junior J.a.M Session on Communion.  

                          Grades 6 and up are encouraged to be in worship. 
                          Grades JKï 5 will return to church to participate in communion. 
 
October 11:       Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend 

                         Primary and Junior Jammers - J.a.M Session on Thanksgiving and Gratitude 

             Just Jamminô and High School J.a.M Session on Thanksgiving and Gratitude 

 

October 18:      Regular J.a.M Classes ï Moses and the Burning Bush (week 1) 

 

October 25:      Regular J.a.M  Classes ï Moses and the Burning Bush (week 2)   

 

Weôre looking forward to hearing about your summer adventures and catching up on all your news. 

 

HOPE YOUôLL JOIN US FOR ANOTHER EXCITING YEAR OF J.a.M ! 
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J.a.M  wŜƎƛǎǘǊŀǝƻƴ CƻǊƳ 

ό²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘύ 

/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ CŀƳƛƭȅ [ŀǎǘ bŀƳŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  CŀƳƛƭȅ ŜƳŀƛƭΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  DǊΦ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘΦ нлмрψψψψDŜƴŘŜǊΥ   ψψψ  .ƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ   

/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  DǊΦ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘ нлмрψψψψDŜƴŘŜǊΥ   ψψψ  .ƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ   

/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  DǊΦ ƛƴ {ŜǇǘ нлмрψψψψDŜƴŘŜǊΥ   ψψψ  .ƛǊǘƘ ŘŀǘŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ   

tŀǊŜƴǘκDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ І м-  CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ [ŀǎǘ bŀƳŜόǎύΥ  ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψtƘІΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

tŀǊŜƴǘκDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ І н - CƛǊǎǘ ŀƴŘ [ŀǎǘ bŀƳŜόǎύΥ  ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψtƘІΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ            

CŀƳƛƭȅ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎΥ  ¦ƴƛǘ І ŀƴŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  

/ƛǘȅΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψtƻǎǘŀƭ  /ƻŘŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ IƻƳŜ tƘƻƴŜΥψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  

 
.ŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊŀƭ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΥ  ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

L ƘŜǊŜōȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ κ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ [ŜŀŘŜǊ κ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ǘƻΥ 

Ǐ tǊƻŎǳǊŜ ŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊŜƴǘ ƻǊ ƎǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōŜ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘΦ   ¸Ŝǎ ψψψ bƻ ψψψ 

Ǐ ¦ǎŜ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ ƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ  ¸Ŝǎ ψψψ bƻ ψψψ 

Ǐ ¦ǎŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎΣ ǾƛŘŜƻǎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅǎ  

ƻǊ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǇǊƻƳƻǝƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ                                               ¸Ŝǎ ψψψ bƻ ψψψ 

 

L ŀƳ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƴȅ ƎƛƊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǿŀȅǎΥ 

Ǐ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƻƴ ŀ Ǌƻǘŀǝƻƴŀƭ ōŀǎƛǎ     

Ǐ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ bǳǊǎŜǊȅ 

Ǐ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǎƴŀŎƪǎ ƻǊ ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ 

 

ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ   ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 

                  {ƛƎƴŀǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ tŀǊŜƴǘκDǳŀǊŘƛŀƴ                                                                                       5ŀǘŜ 

 

 

 

¢ƘŜ ǳǎŜΣ ǊŜǘŜƴǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘƛǎ ŦƻǊƳ ƛǎ ŘƻƴŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛƴŎƛŀƭ 

ƭŜƎƛǎƭŀǝƻƴ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻΣ ǘƘŜ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ 9ƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ 5ƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ !ŎǘΦ  LƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ Ŏŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘŜǊƛƴƎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǇŜǊǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊ ²ŜǎǘƳƛƴǎǘŜǊ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ   

/ƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ŀǎ ǎǘŀǝǎǝŎŀƭ Řŀǘŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΦ 

 

!ƭƭŜǊƎƛŜǎκ{ŜƴǎƛǝǾƛǝŜǎκ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΥ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
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An update from the Property Committee  

It has been a busy summer for your Property Committee and as you wander around Westminster, 

you will see some of the projects we have been working on. 

The tour starts on the corner of Rossland and Garrard, where you will see that our replacement 

electronic sign is up and running. It was installed at the end of June and since then, we have been 

flashing our messages to the passing public. Cathy Shaw did us the honour of composing the first 

message, ñAnd this shall be a (new) sign unto youòéwe had asked for something biblical!  Thanks, 

Cathy. The Communication Committee is working on a process whereby church committees can 

have messages posted and Garth will handle the sign programming. Thanks to all who have 

contributed to the financial campaign to make this happen. 

Continuing your journey into the sanctuary, you will see that new railings have been installed on the 

chancel and the choir loft area. The Wellness/Accessibility committee and the Choir asked that this 

be done and last spring, Shirley Wallace ran an Easter egg fundraiser which contributed several 

hundred dollars to the $2,100 project cost. Thank you, Shirley!!! 

If you swing by the back of the church, you will 

clearly see our largest project, which has gone by 

a number of titles over the last two months: bunky, 

church manse; wedding chapel; garden shed. We 

will settle on the last one. You may recall that last 

year we had a large group of volunteers, fondly 

referred to as the Westminster Weed Whackers, 

who handled the grass cutting work. With the 

contribution of their time, tools and talent, we were 

able to reduce our church expenses by 

approximately $3,000. We learned a lot from that 

experience: that we have a great group of people 

who are willing to contribute to the upkeep of the 

church; that some wanted to help but didnôt have a gas lawn mower to do so; and that it is hard to cut 

the grass when it is wet. With your support and that of Council, our plan is to purchase a ride-on lawn 

mower, store it on site and reactivate the Westminster Weed Whackers next year to cut the grass. 

Our thanks to the many volunteers who helped to construct the shed and to Dufferin Construction Co 

for the donation of concrete for the shed base. The project will come in under the budget of $1,500. 

We will be back in touch next spring looking for WWW to handle the grass cutting. 

We will continue with our Volunteer Custodial Teams to handle Sunday clean-up and security as this 

seems to be working well. If you would like to join one of the teams, just let us know. 

With all this activity, we are a bit behind schedule on determining our technical needs for a new 

sanctuary projector, but we will be working on it in the coming weeks. Looking to the future, the 

Property Committee will be developing a long term maintenance plan so that we are better prepared 

to face some of the significant costs that come with maintaining a facility of this size and complexity.  

Proudly, Westminster is not only our church home but a facility that supports and embraces our 

community. If you would like to learn more about the work of this committee, donôt hesitate to contact 

Bob Neil, current co-chair or Dave Summers, past co-chair.  
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Upcoming and Ongoing 
Small Groups at Westminster 

 
 

Wine, Women and the Word Bible Study 
This ongoing Bible Study is open to all women and will open their  

Fall Session begins again oné 
 

Tuesday September 15th 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
Westminster United Church 

Founderôs Room  
 

Learning will continue about Women in the Bible.  
The September topic is "Delilah", Scripture reading is Judges 16:14-31.  

 

For information on meeting places or for further information, please contact  

Carol OôNeil at 905-666-8930 or nss@overwhelming.ca. 

 

 

 

Book Club 
The Book Club meets 5 times a year (January, March, May, September and November) 

on the 4th Wednesday of the month from 1:00pm - 3:00pm at Westminster.  
 

Our next meeting of the Book Club is Wednesday, September 23rd from 1 to 3 pm at the church.  
For this meeting, we are asking people not to just read the book but also to see/view the  

Oscar nominated movie and winner ï Still Alice.  
 

For information, contact Susan Pleasance at 905-493-3122. 

 

Westminster Walkers 
Keep fit by joining us at 9:30 on Thursday mornings at the church. All ability levels are welcome,  

and you will always find someone to walk with you...in this group, no one walks alone!  
 

Contact Eileen Whitney at 905-571-0368 for details. 

 

 

Stay Tuned foré 
 

Yoga for Kids 
Observer Talks 
Faith in Films 
LifeKeys 

mailto:nss@overwhelming.ca
tel:905-493-3122
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So what is it like to be transgender? 
 

The following material is excerpted from a PFLAG (Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays) Canada  
40-page article (https://www.pflagcanada.ca/pdfs/trans-myself.pdf).   
It is written by staff and volunteers of PFLAG Canada Inc.  É 2006 PFLAG Canada Inc.       
www.pflagcanada.ca 
 

 
 

What does it mean to be transgender? 
Gender-identity, like sexual orientation, is a state of being, not a conscious choice. Though western 
society generally acknowledges only two genders (male and female), certain cultures welcome those 
who are gendered in-between the male-female continuum, or completely outside the scope of this 
two-part system. As transgender people, we experience our gender-identity in one of many non-
traditional ways. The word ñtransò means to cross or change. In this case, we cross socially accepted 
gender codes through our appearance (dress); behaviours (gender roles); natural biology (neither 
totally male nor female); or conflict between our internalized gender and biological sex. 
 
 
We are completely normal 
Being trans is a normal human reality that has been recorded in many different cultures throughout 
history. There are even several species of non-human organisms that literally change their sex at will 
depending on their environment. Nobody is 100% female or 100% male; we are a combination of 
both in varying degrees.  All living things (human beings, animals, plants, fish, etc.) appear in nature 
with a wide range of naturally occurring variations. Human beings vary in skin colour, height, the 
ability to reproduce, strength, weight, left or right-handedness, intelligence, and in all aspects of 
biology. Just as society would normally expect that some of us have red hair, are left-handed or have 
blue eyes, it is normal to expect that some of us will be transgender. 
 
 
Common Questions & Concerns of Trans Youth: 

¶ Am I normal? 

¶ Am I sure? Am I imagining my feelings? 

¶ How did I get this way? 

¶ Is there something wrong with me? 

¶ What did I do to deserve this? 

¶ If my parents kick me out, where will I go? 

¶ How can I hide it? 

¶ Does God really disapprove? 

¶ Maybe Iôm just gay! 

¶ Will I be like the trans people that others criticize? (stereotypes) 

https://www.pflagcanada.ca/pdfs/trans-myself.pdf

