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The Christian Educalti on
|l nvi tes you-Freea |(Hass
Ni ght Out for the Fa

WherWest minster United Church
WherFri day, October 23rd

Ti mat hering at 5: 30pm, Dinner at 6: 0ppm,

You dondédt have to bring a thing exfpept

Homemade soup, bread or buns, hot dogs, fruit
(I'n other words, everything is |free!

We wi | | be watching-BBAamily frienldly m

To make sure theyeds masdbghSOERBodber 21, 2015.
Pl ease contac#49-S8Stgaawmitx D@ Pmai |l . com

We would | ove to have your company for| both
but if you can only join us for one or the ot

- 1
-gay sl
a9 Slurs

Check o¢dlteatnhbes A nf or mati o~
Nart hex, including:

T Posters and p-riinnctl uhda nndgo
aCongregation I nformat.
Affirming Process

f Survey-—-—-Bormpl ete a briefsf@
and submit in survey bo* .
f QuestionAssuBbaok t your f ece
and suggestions/ commen

. “\\\ok 1897
'

2,
7,

e/ o
- /I'("’/y to becom® A

Rai nbow/ Dove pin

Pl ease take one and wear it in support of the |Affir
We encourage all to share your f eleaddmcrke mlmerment s art
Gai Bri maecem, Ca wln eKneledbrommy ,Laycock, Joanne MacPhe

Teena Mando®hirl ey Penny



mailto:auntx2@gmail.com

We Learn...We Share

As our Affirm team was meeting over the spring and
terms that seemed to be quite similar but wer¢ act.
to be an inclusive congregation for all Godoés|fami/l
very confusing so we went to the World Wide Web for
l earned with you

Et hni-ciefers to c-lntcdruali nfgamtadrisonal i ty, regi onjal cu
Raceaefers to a person's physical characteristli cs,
colour

Gend-eirs a more complex concept that refers to |an in
it means to | dekni miagsed u b rmathedo prnoesemet hing el sg alto
Gender l-desntointey s personal exprderefilcies of sogehnhasfl awhy
one' s private maemrswamdn beAhl societies include indi
with some (or all) aspects of the biological jendel
Sexual Or riemtan ieemdur r o gna p stetxaarart roafct i on (or a| comb
these) to personsaménddeheppameteex or gender [or t«
than one gender.

Lastly, a quest Wby @efidp iPakadeé® i

Pride paalhseskpowdeampricttesevpnide Bedti®@BRTs) |for t
commualr'eyeventsleelbgeeh)h,asengalranasrg(damG:IBeTm)ltamnjelde
The events also at times serve assadmeemxnanar atiiaggres f
pride events occur annually, and many Sttaoknee woalla c er iaol
(initiated by police raids in NelwGBrlorsko cGialy )mo|vae npe n
Toronto's Pride Week celebrated its 35th annivyersar
protests that foll owed the 1981 ToMoornet of hbaant ht hhoruesee hi
men were arrested in raids of four gay bathholses,
October crisis. The event marked a major turnijing p«
transgender commiOhityaidsCamddaheir aftermath|are
t he Canadian equivalent of the 1969 Stonewall riot
OPriicce@ he positive stance agai nsltesdhisacmnr,i ng anya,t |i boins e
transgenderof@lo@BpTr)o mested ff heimati on, dignity, equalit
visibisotyalhsgmaoup, build communitygeaddrcehebrnace
Pride, as oppossdcital sshtaimpma,ndi s t he predon@BnTant ou
ri gmawements throughout the worl d.

We al | bel ong and as our understanding grows, [our ¢
the |ife of our church also grows. OQur faith|is ol
With blessings from your Affirm Team



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_attraction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_community
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-affirmation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_stigma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights
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.that Rev. Mi chell e and her husband Jake have

babi es, but three babies. Congratul ati ons ano¢(
ét hat Vacation Bible School was fully subscri
and Crystal Smith. Not only that but they we
éthat four young men connected to or raised i
be in the near future. They are Jeffrey Boot
son of Lisa and |l ain Buchanan, |l an Dickey, [
son of Wendy and Ed Ekker.

éthat Rev. John and Mary Anne Sullivan who ha
moving to Victoria BC. Enjoy the West and we
ét hat Debbie Joyce gave out inviting goody ba
Many thanks.

€t hat Margaret Motum planned and | ed a meanin
we are grateful

éthat the Foodman Group barbequed delicious f
éthat the Junior choir sang a wonderful song

It was great fun.

éthat Shirley Wallis had a bad fall in the eaf
is coming along wel |l

éthat Anna Xu, a young member of our congrega
is also an accomplished pianist. Anna | ed %%
in a very mature and wonder f ul manner. She a
t he Opera and a Chopin Nocturne. Many thanks
in the near future.

ét hat Kerry Delaney fell this summer resultin
rehabilitation. She is now home and we wish

ét hat Cathy Shaw drove with her two daughters
in time to take part in the Gener al Counci |

to get a photo of Flat Jesus with the new Mo
éthat Jeanne Yee is home from hospital foll ow
ét hat your group is now able to advertise spe
an event coming up, contact the office, Gart
web site.
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We ran a couple of event 8t hhfnedr @ hrei regrie nti megg B ¢ hs 4 rhi
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community. Thanks to all whag org
As we move into fall, we start thinking of ouT Chr
Westminster supports approximately 70 familieg eac
We supply tin cans to those of you who would IlJi ke
purchase the food for the hampers. I f you don'|t ha
they will be available in the gym each Sunday |afte
The cans are due bhykN@&frd® ecourtiisng emamr Nov. 10t h
I n |l ate November and early December, we wil/ have
Thanks to everyone who supports this program, |and
speak to Joanne MacPherson or email her at | mmacph
OQur other outreach programs continue such as fhe f
| 9. YL5{X
Dondét forget to bring your backpack
Sunday, Sept,ember 13t h
so we can bless it...and|l you,
as you head into a brand new sch
Mark Your Calendar
UCW Fall Bazaar and
Saturday, November




C2dzyRIFa2yayY ! RdZZ 0 aSYOSNBEKALI /
Wednesdays from
7:00-mOO0Opm
September 23 to October 14
(inclusive)
A deek adult discussion group and memaerseswépvidewr gtk
Christian beliefs and practices in the United|Chur
about Christian faith, the United Church of Cgnada;
Westminster who would |Iike to make a for mal commit i
People who participate in all 4 sessions may deci d:¢
of Canada through t hi sMeprbretrisc walreaer add reg rt eog avtoitceg .on ¢
or example, becoming an Affirming Congregation.
Contact Rev. Mi chell e if you are interested.
Bi bl e Study with Rev. Mi c
Weekly bible study discussing scr
comi ng Sumwptdlagyr amar ses of i ntlerest
Mondayo6s fro2m 0l0:pOnD.pnst arting Sept emb
Al l are wel come.
News from t hle
Communi cations [Comm
Counci | has recently ilnstat
the privacy of every ilndivi
and/ or attends events [at We
Church. You wil|l soon be &
Photograph and Vidiewi Rel @mras
denying consent for the use
videos taken of you at|l a We
This use may include grint
publications, websiteg, nev
articles, social medi g site
community displays and vide
We wi | | be starting tHis pr
Sso stay tunedé




A Word from Wellness
We hope that you are retur ai nagasnhde dma yybotuaa fsleuidiniglre a we
(Trusting, of course, that you used sunscreenj|cons
Aussunscreenedd recommended sunlight.)
This year promises to be another opportunity flor al
together. Welcome back and fasten your seatbelts! !
Physical -Healthy &2 Ways
)é FlnanCIaI " Erotional Exer)(’nse
nwronmentam“ Health interviews
e\ Hness
Resolutions = ’
- :stt’.':eaf Better
- Cam ..68 ccupatlonal Sleep = 'Splrltua festyte
— ySOCla|tlpS Nappmg == bt Earth ’r.(.f_'.:_r =
Small Groups
Smal | Groups have one, simple purpose:] to
God created us to |live in relationghip v
sharing life through community.
Leading a Small Group isndét about being perfec
ités about serving others by giving [them
I f you have a topic that interelsts vy
or you would |Iike to create and | ejad a
where others can share with you and ompe an:¢
We are here to help you get started and wedl| be
I f you have a particular area off inte
creative, social, physical or s|pirit
chances are there amiendadcdhers who afre 1|
and would |l ove to get together to |share
Smal | Groups come in all shapes dnd si
are held in a variety of places atf dif
and are a wonderful way to meet others|who
Whet her you |l ead a Smal/l Group or |join
you wi ||l come away much richer for fthe e
For more information or to discuss your |thoug
(no matter what they are)
pl ease Ratnttia,ci@ammg Smal l Group Coordinator
small groups @weit. miamst er




J.a.M (Jesus and Me) 0O News
School is just around the corner and that means a 1
youwnd at pesawasres or bring them wiStelpty owle3aata)ietl [cwanet
see where you and Flat Jesus haye heen this summer.
OudaMcl asses will be divid:¢ NS
Nur sieiryf ants to 4 year ol ds ,
Primary Jammedsen in JK to sl usi ve
Junior Jammémds en in Grade
Just Jayomunbh in Grade 6 to
Hi gh Schogbuthasse Hi gh Schi
We are asking all guardians ofJaMprogrbhsenoapde g 8¢
compl ete a regi st rlJaiMisotna ffforam e saowatrheatofalal | er gli es a
Pl ease fldMr egitsthati on form that was mailed out t
the one in this newsl elaMregirspli aki ap Oakl ¢ riom t he
morning.
Septembéabébur Day Hol iiaywm@eelkkemd or Church Prjogram
ageslo4 Nursery wil!/ be open but unsupelrvise
Septembé&el| t®8me Sunday and the Blessing of the| Back
Nursery, Primary and Junior Jammers cljpasses
All youth in Grade 6 and up are encourfpaged
Following church, lunch wil/ be provided.
Al'l chil dren and youth are encouraged fto br
September 20: ReJpMl calra sNleess & weak d2) .
Septemb8ap28Rengul ar Nur sery Jakhac ah awrMe sctl laisrsge swi t h t
October Wor Wil de Commiubrii mary aJaM SJaismndioan on Communi o
Grades 6 and up are encouraged to be ijn wor
Gr adeiss Jwi | | return to church to partidipate
October ThaAnksgiving Holiday Weekend
Primary and JuJaiMoSe slaimmeresn Thanksgi ving and
Just Jammi nd akadM He ghi & homl Thanksgi ving and
October 18:JaMCl a<Redmslessr and the(Beeki Ay Bush
October 25:JaM Cl| afieMmsleass and the(BeekRi 29 Bush
Wedre | ooking forward to hearing about your summer
HOPE YOUSdLL JOI N US FOR ANOTHERM'EXCI TI NG YEA
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It has been a busy summer for your Property C
you will see some of the projects we have bee
The tour starts on the corner of Rossland and
electronic sign is up and running. I't was ins
flashing our messages to the passing public.
message, fAAnd this shall be a (new) sign unto
Cathy. The Communication Committee is working
have messages posted and Garth wildl handl e th
contributed to the financi al campaign to make
Continuing your journey into the sanctuary, vy
chancel and the choir |l oft area. The Well ness
be done and | ast spring, Shirley Wallace ran
hundred dollars to the $2,100 project cost. T
I f you swing by the ba

clearly see our | arges

a number of titles ove

church manse; wedding

will settle on the | as

year we had a | arge gr

referred to as the Wes

who handled the grass

contribution of their i

able to reduce our churg ) §

approximately $3,000. — ;
experience: that we hay ‘.'4];# 2
who are willing to contribute to thi p o
church; that some wanted to help but t h
the grass when it is wet With your suppoonh &
mower |, store it on site and reactivate the We
OQur thanks to the many volunteers who helped
for the donation of concrete for the shed bas
We will be back in touch next spring | ooking
We will continue with our Volunt eerf pCumntdo csieelu
seems to be working wel I f you would I|ike t
With all this activity, we are a bit behind s
sanctuary projector, but we will be working o
Property Committee wil!/ be developing a | ong
to face some of the significant costs that <co
Proudly, Westminster is not only our church h
communi ty. I f you would |Iike to | earn more ab
Bob Neil ,-cbaireontr ©®&ave Scuhmierr.s, past <co

An update from the Property Committee

D mmi t
h wor

Gar
al |
Cat h
y ou

N at |

nat
b | e
t h
n VvV e
A dvnt
5t mi
o ¢
Th

1%

or

D j 0

chedu

erm
me Wi
bme b
D Ut t

«
<

)

(

WA
riigam:

I

— g g e



Upcoming and Ongoing

Smal | Groups at Westminstiler
Wine, Women and the Word Bible Study
This ongoing Bible Study is open to alJl wol
Fal | Session begins again oné
Tuesday SeptembBer00l5t.hm.7: 00
Westminster United Church
Founder s Room
Learning will continue about Women in t
The September topic is "DelilaB1l, Scripgture
For information on meeting places or for furt

Carol o©6N8BB930 or nss@ver whel ming| ca.

Book Club
The Book Club meets 5 times a year (January, Mal
on dhbd Wednesday of t he -3nobaantmfWeosmt nii: nOsOtpent .

Our next meeting Wddnehsed aByo,0 kS eCpfuebmbiest 28r 8 pm at t
For this meeting, we are asking people not|to j
Oscar nominated m®tviilel aAldi ewvé nner

For i nfor ma$uovan F~RloaeaddsDadio%c3el 2 2 .

West minster Walkers
Keep fit by9:30 ndmgThuusr sachay trmoer mcihrugsch. Al 1l abili
and you will always find someone to walk with

Conthiclteen \Vdhi t89r0cly368 f or det ai l s.

Stay Tuned for é

Yoga for Kids

Observer Tal ks
Faith in Fil ms
LifeKeys



mailto:nss@overwhelming.ca
tel:905-493-3122

So what i's it |l T ke to be tr

The following materPRBIAGCarendesr &t &d ifernadm Bana
4page ahttiwd:e/ (www. pfl ageamygmsad)d.. pafpdf s/ trans
It is written by staff andEvaD0OAtPELAGoCaRrR&HA
www. pfl agcanada. ca

What does it mean to be transgender ?
Gendiedenti ty, |l i ke sexual orientation, is a st
society generally acknowledges only two gendef
who ar e g¢ebnedemeeedn iffnfleenatha&l e onti nuum, or compl et
twpart system. As transgender paepltéet ywé neomel
traditional ways. The word fAtransocmosscsi abl ¢
gender codes through our appearance (dress);
totally male nor female); or conflict between
We are completely nor mal

Being trans is a nor mal human reality that ha
hi story. There are eviumarver@anispmsitlsatof!| intod
depending on their environment. Nobody is 100
both in varying degrees. Al l'iving things (
with a wide range of natwurally occurring vari
ability to reproduce, -lsamdceadnes s weiimgthal,| ilgednc e
bi ology. Just as society would nor mal |-hya nedxepde co
blue eyes, it is normal to expect that some o
Common Questions & Concerns of Trans Yout h:

9 Am | nor mal ?

T Am | sure? Am | i magining my feelings?

f How did | get this way?

T I's there something wrong with me?

f What did | do to deserve this?

T I f my parents kick me out, where wild.l I go?
f How can | hide it?

1T Does God really disapprove?

f Maybe 1 6m just gay!

T Wil | I be |i ke the trans people that others
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https://www.pflagcanada.ca/pdfs/trans-myself.pdf

