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Check out the A-Team’s information table in the 
Narthex, including: 
  

  Posters and print handouts --- including 

       a Congregation Information Sheet on the  
       Affirming Process. 

 Survey Box ---- complete a brief questionnaire  

      and submit in survey box. 

 Questions Box ---- submit your feedback questions 

      and suggestions/ comments. 
 

 
Rainbow/Dove pin  
Please take one and wear it in support of the Affirming process at Westminster.  
We encourage all to share your feedback comments and input with any A-Team member: 
Gail Brimbecom, Laurel Crone, Paul Kneebone, Larry Laycock, Joanne MacPherson,  
Teena Morrow and Shirley Penny 

 

       
      The Christian Education Committee  
             Invites you to a Hassle-Free  
                 Night Out for the Family 
                     
 
 
 

Where: Westminster United Church  
  

When: Friday, October 23rd  
 

Time: Gathering at 5:30pm, Dinner at 6:00pm, Movie at 6:45pm.   
  

You don’t have to bring a thing except yourself!  
  

Homemade soup, bread or buns, hot dogs, fruit and beverages will all be provided.  
(In other words, everything is free!)  

 
We will be watching a family friendly movie - TBA.  

 

To make sure there’s enough food, you must RSVP by October 21, 2015.  
Please contact Susan at 905-493-3122 or auntx2@gmail.com  

 
We would love to have your company for both dinner and the movie,  

but if you can only join us for one or the other, we will welcome your fellowship.   

mailto:auntx2@gmail.com
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We Learn...We Share 

 

As our Affirm team was meeting over the spring and summer, we found we were getting confused by 
terms that seemed to be quite similar but were actually quite different in their meaning.   Our hope is 
to be an inclusive congregation for all God’s family, so some clarity was needed for us.  It can all be 
very confusing so we went to the World Wide Web for help and thought we would share what we 
learned with you. 
 
Ethnicity - refers to cultural factors - including nationality, regional culture, ancestry and language 
 
Race - refers to a person's physical characteristics, such as bone structure and skin, hair or eye 
colour 
 
Gender -  is a more complex concept that refers to an individual's or society's understanding of what 
it means to look, feel, and act feminine, masculine, androgynous or something else altogether 

 
Gender Identity - is one's personal experience of one's own gender.  This is generally described as 
one's private sense of being a man or a woman.   All societies include individuals who do not identify 
with some (or all) aspects of the biological gender assigned to their bodies. 

Sexual Orientation - is an enduring pattern of romantic or sexual attraction (or a combination of 
these) to persons of the opposite sex or gender, the same sex or gender or to both sexes or more 
than one gender. 

 
Lastly, a question often asked … “Why Pride Parade? “   
 
Pride parades (also known as pride marches, pride events, and pride festivals) for the LGBT 
community are events celebrating lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) culture and pride.  
The events also at times serve as demonstrations for legal rights such as same-sex marriage.  Most 
pride events occur annually, and many take place around June to commemorate the Stonewall riots 
(initiated by police raids in New York City), a pivotal moment in modern LGBT social movements. 
 
Toronto's Pride Week celebrated its 35th anniversary this past June and evolved out of the mass 
protests that followed the 1981 Toronto bathhouse raids (Operation Soap).  More than three hundred 
men were arrested in raids of four gay bathhouses, the largest mass arrest in Canada since the 1970 
October crisis. The event marked a major turning point in the history of the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community in Canada.  The raids and their aftermath are today widely considered to be 
the Canadian equivalent of the 1969 Stonewall riots. 
 
‘Pride’ is the positive stance against discrimination and violence toward lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender (LGBT) people to promote their self-affirmation, dignity, equality rights, increase their 
visibility as a social group, build community, and celebrate sexual diversity and gender variance.  
Pride, as opposed to shame and social stigma, is the predominant outlook that bolsters most LGBT 
rights movements throughout the world. 
 
We all belong and as our understanding grows, our acceptance and ability to welcome everyone into 
the life of our church also grows.  Our faith is our common bond and our guide. 
 
 
With blessings from your Affirm Team 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Man
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woman
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Romance_(love)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sexual_attraction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sex
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gender
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_community
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Self-affirmation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_stigma
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/LGBT_rights
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...that Rev. Michelle and her husband Jake have a new van?  It is to carry not one baby, not two 

   babies, but three babies. Congratulations and much happiness from the Westminster Congregation.  

…that Vacation Bible School was fully subscribed under the fine leadership of Susan Pleasance  

    and Crystal Smith. Not only that but they were able to donate $1261 to Westminster.  

…that four young men connected to or raised in Westminster have been married this summer or will 

    be in the near future. They are Jeffrey Booth, son of Dianne and Alan Booth, Andrew Buchanan,  

    son of Lisa and Iain Buchanan, Ian Dickey, son of Marilyn and Brian Cook, and Mark Ekker,  

    son of Wendy and Ed Ekker. 

…that Rev. John and Mary Anne Sullivan who have been a part of our Westminster family are 

    moving to Victoria BC. Enjoy the West and we will miss you.  

…that Debbie Joyce gave out inviting goody bags to our Westminster fathers on Father’s Day.  

    Many thanks. 

…that Margaret Motum planned and led a meaningful “favourite” hymn service for which  

    we are grateful. 

…that the Foodman Group barbequed delicious food for the congregational picnic.  

…that the Junior choir sang a wonderful song in June, “Something Big is Really Happening”  

    It was great fun.  

…that Shirley Wallis had a bad fall in the early summer resulting in a broken leg but she  

    is coming along well.  

…that Anna Xu, a young member of our congregation and an assistant in our Nursery every Sunday, 

    is also an accomplished pianist. Anna led the music portion of our Sunday Service on August 2nd  

    in a very mature and wonderful manner. She also played two solos, a piece from the Phantom of  

    the Opera and a Chopin Nocturne. Many thanks to Anna. We look forward to hearing her again  

    in the near future.   

…that Kerry Delaney fell this summer resulting in broken bones, a hospital stay, and a time in  

    rehabilitation. She is now home and we wish her continued recovery.  

…that Cathy Shaw drove with her two daughters, Jordan and Janelle, to Newfoundland. They arrived 

    in time to take part in the General Council meeting of the United Church of Canada and for Cathy 

    to get a photo of Flat Jesus with the new Moderator, Jordan Cantwell.  

…that Jeanne Yee is home from hospital following surgery and is recovering well.  

…that your group is now able to advertise special events on the new electronic sign. If you have such 

    an event coming up, contact the office, Garth Edwards or download the necessary form from our  

    web site.  
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We ran a couple of events this spring: the CBC series 8th fire and the evening with the  
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community.  Thanks to all who organized and attended these events. 
 
As we move into fall, we start thinking of our Christmas hamper project.  
Westminster supports approximately 70 families each Christmas with gifts and food hampers.   
 
We supply tin cans to those of you who would like to collect spare change; this is the money used to 
purchase the food for the hampers. If you don't have a tin can or have filled yours and need another, 
they will be available in the gym each Sunday after service starting on Labour Day weekend.  
The cans are due back earlier this year- by Nov. 8th - for counting on Nov. 10th.  
 
In late November and early December, we will have the children's names available for gifts.  
Thanks to everyone who supports this program, and if you would like to help with the planning,  
speak to Joanne MacPherson or email her at jmmacpherson@rogers.com. 
 
Our other outreach programs continue such as the food bank, St Vincent Kitchen and divorce care. 

 

             
               Mark Your Calendar 
 

           UCW Fall Bazaar and Luncheon 
  
                   Saturday, November 21, 2015  

 

 

HEY KIDS… 
Don’t forget to bring your backpack to church with you on  

Sunday, September 13th,  

so we can bless it...and you,  

as you head into a brand new school year! 
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Foundations: Adult Membership Course 

 
 Wednesdays from  
7:00pm - 9:00pm 

September 23 to October 14  
(inclusive)  

A 4-week adult discussion group and membership course designed to give people  an overview of 
Christian beliefs and practices in the United Church. It is for people who would like to know more 
about Christian faith, the United Church of Canada; or for those who have been attending 
Westminster who would like to make a formal commitment through membership.   
 
People who participate in all 4 sessions may decide to become members of the United Church  
of Canada through this particular congregation.  Members are able to vote on church matters, f 
or example, becoming an Affirming Congregation.   

Contact Rev. Michelle if you are interested. 

News from the  

Communications Committee 

 

Council has recently instated a policy to protect 

the privacy of every individual who worships 

and/or attends events at Westminster United 

Church.  You will soon be asked to complete a 

Photograph and Video Release Form giving or 

denying consent for the use of pictures or 

videos taken of you at a Westminster function.   

This use may include print and electronic 

publications, websites, newsletters, magazine 

articles, social media sites, church and 

community displays and video presentations. 

We will be starting this process in September, 

so stay tuned… 

 
 

 
Bible Study with Rev. Michelle 

Weekly bible study discussing scripture for the  
coming Sunday and other verses of interest. 

Monday’s from 1:00pm- 2:00pm. starting September 21. 

All are welcome. 
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Small Groups  

Small Groups have one, simple purpose: to bring people together!  

God created us to live in relationship with others,  

sharing life through community. 

Leading a Small Group isn’t about being perfect or about being a biblical scholar;  

it’s about serving others by giving them a place to connect. 

If you have a topic that interests you,  

or you would like to create and lead a Small Group  

where others can share with you and one another, then talk to us! 

We are here to help you get started and we’ll be there for you throughout this experience! 

If you have a particular area of interest,  

creative, social, physical or spiritual,  

chances are there are others who are like-minded  

and would love to get together to share with you.  

Small Groups come in all shapes and sizes, 

are held in a variety of places at different times, 

and are a wonderful way to meet others who share common interests. 

Whether you lead a Small Group or join one,  

you will come away much richer for the experience! 

For more information or to discuss your thoughts and ideas for a Small Group 

(no matter what they are),  

please contact Patti Lang, our Small Group Coordinator at:  

smallgroups@westmimster-uc.ca 

A Word from Wellness 

We hope that you are returning from your summer away refreshed and maybe a little tanned! 

(Trusting, of course, that you used sunscreen conscientiously and adhered to the 10 minutes of  

“un-sunscreened” recommended sunlight.)  

This year promises to be another opportunity for all of us to enjoy the planned activities and times 

together. Welcome back and fasten your seatbelts!!!! 

 



 

- 8 - 

 J.a.M  (Jesus and Me) – News  

School is just around the corner and that means a new start to our fall activities.  Please email Cathy 
your Flat Jesus pictures or bring them with you on Welcome Sunday (Sept. 13th) – we can’t wait to 
see where you and Flat Jesus have been this summer.  
                                                                                                                                                                 

Our J.a.M classes will be divided as follows:   

Nursery – infants to 4 year olds (pre JK),  
Primary Jammers – children in JK to Grade 2 inclusive  
Junior Jammers – children in Grade 3 to 5  
Just Jammin’ – youth in Grade 6 to 8  
High School class  - youth in High School.   
 

We are asking all guardians of the children and youth attending our J.a.M programs to please 

complete a registration form (so that all J.a.M staff are aware of allergies and special needs).   

Please fill out the J.a.M registration form that was mailed out to your family in early September, use 

the one in this newsletter or pick up one from the J.a.M registration table in the Narthex on Sunday 

morning.   
 

September 6:    Labour Day Holiday Weekend – Summer Junior Church Program for children  

                          ages 4-10. Nursery will be open but unsupervised. 

September 13:  Welcome Sunday and the Blessing of the Backpacks.  

                          Nursery, Primary and Junior Jammers classes begin with the story of Creation 

                          All youth in Grade 6 and up are encouraged to remain in worship today.  

                          Following church, lunch will be provided.  

                          All children and youth are encouraged to bring their backpacks to be blessed. 

September 20:  Regular Nursery and J.a.M classes - Creation (week 2). 

September 28:  Baptism - Regular Nursery and J.a.M classes – Jacob wrestling with the angels  

October 4:         World-Wide Communion – Primary and Junior J.a.M Session on Communion.  

                          Grades 6 and up are encouraged to be in worship. 
                          Grades JK– 5 will return to church to participate in communion. 
 
October 11:       Thanksgiving Holiday Weekend 

                         Primary and Junior Jammers - J.a.M Session on Thanksgiving and Gratitude 

             Just Jammin’ and High School J.a.M Session on Thanksgiving and Gratitude 

 

October 18:      Regular J.a.M Classes – Moses and the Burning Bush (week 1) 

 

October 25:      Regular J.a.M  Classes – Moses and the Burning Bush (week 2)   

 

We’re looking forward to hearing about your summer adventures and catching up on all your news. 

 

HOPE YOU’LL JOIN US FOR ANOTHER EXCITING YEAR OF J.a.M! 
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J.a.M Registration Form 

(Westminster United Church) 

Child’s Family Last Name:____________________________________  Family email: _____________________________ 

Child’s name:________________________  Gr. in Sept. 2015____Gender:   ___  Birth date: ________________________   

Child’s name:________________________  Gr. in Sept 2015____Gender:   ___  Birth date: ________________________   

Child’s name:________________________  Gr. in Sept 2015____Gender:   ___  Birth date:________________________   

Parent/Guardian # 1-  First and Last Name(s):  _______________________________________Ph#:__________________ 

Parent/Guardian # 2 - First and Last Name(s):  _______________________________________Ph#:__________________            

Family Address:  Unit # and Street:______________________________________________________________________  

City: _____________________________Postal  Code:______________ Home Phone:_____________________________  

 
Behavioural Concerns:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I hereby give permission to the Minister / Sunday School Leader / Volunteer to: 

□ Procure emergency medical assistance if the parent or guardian cannot be reached.   Yes ___ No ___ 

□ Use my child’s work in displays or media promoting Westminster United Church.  Yes ___ No ___ 

□ Use photographs, videos, etc., of my child in Westminster United Church displays  

or media promoting church programs or student achievement.                                               Yes ___ No ___ 

 

I am willing to share my gifts with Westminster’s Sunday School in the following ways: 

□ leading a class on a rotational basis     

□ helping in the Nursery 

□ providing snacks or supplies as needed 

 

_________________________________   _____________________________ 

                  Signature of Parent/Guardian                                                                                       Date 

 

 

 

The use, retention and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with all applicable federal and provincial 

legislation including but not limited to, the Personal Information and Electronic Documents Act.  Information gathered can and will be used for the 

purpose of administering Sunday Church School programs as well as sharing information pertaining to other Westminster United Church events.   

Collected information will not be distributed to outside agencies, except as statistical data to the United Church of Canada. 

 

Allergies/Sensitivities/ Concerns: ________________________________________________________________________ 
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An update from the Property Committee 

It has been a busy summer for your Property Committee and as you wander around Westminster, 

you will see some of the projects we have been working on. 

The tour starts on the corner of Rossland and Garrard, where you will see that our replacement 

electronic sign is up and running. It was installed at the end of June and since then, we have been 

flashing our messages to the passing public. Cathy Shaw did us the honour of composing the first 

message, “And this shall be a (new) sign unto you”…we had asked for something biblical!  Thanks, 

Cathy. The Communication Committee is working on a process whereby church committees can 

have messages posted and Garth will handle the sign programming. Thanks to all who have 

contributed to the financial campaign to make this happen. 

Continuing your journey into the sanctuary, you will see that new railings have been installed on the 

chancel and the choir loft area. The Wellness/Accessibility committee and the Choir asked that this 

be done and last spring, Shirley Wallace ran an Easter egg fundraiser which contributed several 

hundred dollars to the $2,100 project cost. Thank you, Shirley!!! 

If you swing by the back of the church, you will 

clearly see our largest project, which has gone by 

a number of titles over the last two months: bunky, 

church manse; wedding chapel; garden shed. We 

will settle on the last one. You may recall that last 

year we had a large group of volunteers, fondly 

referred to as the Westminster Weed Whackers, 

who handled the grass cutting work. With the 

contribution of their time, tools and talent, we were 

able to reduce our church expenses by 

approximately $3,000. We learned a lot from that 

experience: that we have a great group of people 

who are willing to contribute to the upkeep of the 

church; that some wanted to help but didn’t have a gas lawn mower to do so; and that it is hard to cut 

the grass when it is wet. With your support and that of Council, our plan is to purchase a ride-on lawn 

mower, store it on site and reactivate the Westminster Weed Whackers next year to cut the grass. 

Our thanks to the many volunteers who helped to construct the shed and to Dufferin Construction Co 

for the donation of concrete for the shed base. The project will come in under the budget of $1,500. 

We will be back in touch next spring looking for WWW to handle the grass cutting. 

We will continue with our Volunteer Custodial Teams to handle Sunday clean-up and security as this 

seems to be working well. If you would like to join one of the teams, just let us know. 

With all this activity, we are a bit behind schedule on determining our technical needs for a new 

sanctuary projector, but we will be working on it in the coming weeks. Looking to the future, the 

Property Committee will be developing a long term maintenance plan so that we are better prepared 

to face some of the significant costs that come with maintaining a facility of this size and complexity.  

Proudly, Westminster is not only our church home but a facility that supports and embraces our 

community. If you would like to learn more about the work of this committee, don’t hesitate to contact 

Bob Neil, current co-chair or Dave Summers, past co-chair.  
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Upcoming and Ongoing 
Small Groups at Westminster 

 
 

Wine, Women and the Word Bible Study 
This ongoing Bible Study is open to all women and will open their  

Fall Session begins again on… 
 

Tuesday September 15th 7:00-9:00 p.m.  
Westminster United Church 

Founder’s Room  
 

Learning will continue about Women in the Bible.  
The September topic is "Delilah", Scripture reading is Judges 16:14-31.  

 

For information on meeting places or for further information, please contact  

Carol O’Neil at 905-666-8930 or nss@overwhelming.ca. 

 

 

 

Book Club 
The Book Club meets 5 times a year (January, March, May, September and November) 

on the 4th Wednesday of the month from 1:00pm - 3:00pm at Westminster.  
 

Our next meeting of the Book Club is Wednesday, September 23rd from 1 to 3 pm at the church.  
For this meeting, we are asking people not to just read the book but also to see/view the  

Oscar nominated movie and winner – Still Alice.  
 

For information, contact Susan Pleasance at 905-493-3122. 

 

Westminster Walkers 
Keep fit by joining us at 9:30 on Thursday mornings at the church. All ability levels are welcome,  

and you will always find someone to walk with you...in this group, no one walks alone!  
 

Contact Eileen Whitney at 905-571-0368 for details. 

 

 

Stay Tuned for… 
 

Yoga for Kids 
Observer Talks 
Faith in Films 

LifeKeys 

mailto:nss@overwhelming.ca
tel:905-493-3122
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So what is it like to be transgender? 
 

The following material is excerpted from a PFLAG (Parents & Friends of Lesbians and Gays) Canada  
40-page article (https://www.pflagcanada.ca/pdfs/trans-myself.pdf).   
It is written by staff and volunteers of PFLAG Canada Inc.  © 2006 PFLAG Canada Inc.       
www.pflagcanada.ca 
 

 
 

What does it mean to be transgender? 
Gender-identity, like sexual orientation, is a state of being, not a conscious choice. Though western 
society generally acknowledges only two genders (male and female), certain cultures welcome those 
who are gendered in-between the male-female continuum, or completely outside the scope of this 
two-part system. As transgender people, we experience our gender-identity in one of many non-
traditional ways. The word “trans” means to cross or change. In this case, we cross socially accepted 
gender codes through our appearance (dress); behaviours (gender roles); natural biology (neither 
totally male nor female); or conflict between our internalized gender and biological sex. 
 
 
We are completely normal 
Being trans is a normal human reality that has been recorded in many different cultures throughout 
history. There are even several species of non-human organisms that literally change their sex at will 
depending on their environment. Nobody is 100% female or 100% male; we are a combination of 
both in varying degrees.  All living things (human beings, animals, plants, fish, etc.) appear in nature 
with a wide range of naturally occurring variations. Human beings vary in skin colour, height, the 
ability to reproduce, strength, weight, left or right-handedness, intelligence, and in all aspects of 
biology. Just as society would normally expect that some of us have red hair, are left-handed or have 
blue eyes, it is normal to expect that some of us will be transgender. 
 
 
Common Questions & Concerns of Trans Youth: 

 Am I normal? 

 Am I sure? Am I imagining my feelings? 

 How did I get this way? 

 Is there something wrong with me? 

 What did I do to deserve this? 

 If my parents kick me out, where will I go? 

 How can I hide it? 

 Does God really disapprove? 

 Maybe I’m just gay! 

 Will I be like the trans people that others criticize? (stereotypes) 

https://www.pflagcanada.ca/pdfs/trans-myself.pdf
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So what is it like to be transgender?  
(continued) 

 
 

Common Questions and Concerns of Trans Adults: 

 Why me? 

 How will this affect my children/spouse? Will they accept me…forgive me? 

 Will my parents, brothers, sisters and/or other family members stop speaking with me? 

 What about divorce? Will my spouse want one? Do I want one? How messy can things get? 

 Will I lose my job? Will I have trouble advancing in my profession? 

 How will others speak of me? 

  I know very little about the trans community and what I do know doesn’t feel comfortable. 

Perhaps I’m wrong! 
Am I going to hell? 
 
Being different can be a gift 
In learning to accept who we are, there may be times that we wish we could be just like everyone 
else. Being different is not a bad thing; it’s just different. Many who are cisgender (physically 
matching their gender assignment) struggle with their individuality for any number of reasons; 
everyone faces their own personal challenges in life. Being trans means that we will inevitably come 
to understand gender better than most and through our unique perspective and ability to persevere, 
we may well become teachers and role models for many others. Value who you are, you have the gift 
of difference!  Historically, some cultures held trans people in high esteem because we were thought 
to possess both male and female spirits. Among First Nations cultures, we became the spiritual 
guides, healers, and people of power.  Today, we are more likely to feel vilified than valued, but the 
more accepting you are of yourself, the more likely others will be, too. Transgender identities are not 
well understood by the general public and this will not change anytime soon. The trick is to help 
people see past our gender label; let them know the person within.  All minorities face this challenge; 
in this we are no different because we are trans. 
 
Suicide alert – watch for the signs and stay alive! 
Although figures vary, an estimated 30% of gay, lesbian, bisexual and trans-identified (GLBT)  
youth will attempt suicide. It might help you to know that most of us learn to manage the challenges 
associated with coming-out and living visibly. It’s not always easy, but you have every reason to 
believe you can live a happy and productive life. It’s normal for anyone to have fleeting thoughts of 
suicide when we’re under tremendous stress; however, there are some definite warning signs that it’s 
time to get help. 
 
Hope 
When you live in fear of disappointing others, you cannot focus on making choices that are right for 
you. Denying who you are will eventually make you feel angry, trapped or unworthy of happiness. 
These emotions will touch all areas of your life, affecting your work and your relationships with others. 
No matter how your situation looks right now, you are making progress. You may believe that life 
can’t get any worse or you may be facing the uncertainty of coming-out to family and friends. 
Wherever you are in the process of becoming, this is a time to be hopeful. 
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Our Voices United… 

Music Notes 

 

Many thanks are extended to the people who filled our summer months with music! We are so 

fortunate to have had Heather von Zuben and  Anna Xu fill in at the piano, and Jennifer Tilk at the 

piano and organ!  Soloists included Christopher Shkolnik, Catherine Climpson, Elizabeth Hatter, 

Barry Knibbs, Sheldon Suepaul, Shane Suepal, and pianist Adam McKay.  

Our various musical ensembles will be starting up again after Labour Day. All children are 

enthusiastically invited to join the Junior Choir (under the leadership of Heather von Zuben).   

 

New members are warmly welcomed to join the Senior Choir that meets in the sanctuary on 

Thursdays at 7:30. Do you sing, play guitar or drums? Consider being a part of SALT, our praise 

band. Please speak to Margaret or Heather about these groups! 

Youth and adults who play an instrument are encouraged to let Margaret know.   

 

Let's get a Westminster Band going! 

Don’t Miss Our 

 
 

 

 
                               

(Sponsored by the Affirm Team) 

September 20th - Miranda Schritt and David Bird, guests from PFLAG, will join us.   
                                 Miranda will share her thoughts as a transgendered person during the service,  
                                 and both Miranda and David will be in the Founders’ Room for coffee time 
                                 conversation. 

October 25th - Peter Spratt will facilitate an after service viewing and discussion of  
                           “The Gay Debate: The Bible and Homosexuality” by Matthew Vine,  
                            as we continue to learn together. 

November 15th - Rev. Michael Blair, comes to us from General Council where he served  
                                as Executive Minister for Ethnic Ministry and Executive Minister of Communities  
                                in Ministry. 
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THANK YOU! 

“There was no room for them in the inn,”  is one of best known lines from the Christmas story and truly fit 
Westminster United Church during our Vacation Bible School Camp – July 12-17/15!  There wasn’t a room 
to be had anywhere in the building;  we were bursting at the seams with 40 children, 16 youth leaders and 
17 adult leaders (at various times) participating in our Church bible camp – God’s Rainbow Stories!  We 
heard and learned the stories of: The Prodigal Son, The Lord is My Shepherd Psalm, Jesus Walking on 
Water, Baby Moses, Noah’s Ark, and how God loves each one of us – no matter what!  We sang silly 
songs and God songs, made cookies and pastry, blew up mini volcanoes, coloured flowers, tried various 
science experiments, played games outside, built and decorated our own Imagination House, made a 
piggy bank, a clay plaque, and most importantly renewed old and made new friendships.   

This year, for our Outreach project, we had Joan Sanderson speak to the children about the Foodbank 
here at Westminster and asked that the children bring in their favourite foods for Westminster’s Food 
Bank.  Thank you to all to contributed so generously to the church’s food bank.   

On behalf of the VBS Planning Team, we want to thank each person of the congregation for everything 
that you did to make our camp so successful – for sharing and bringing your children/grandchildren, for 
the donations of craft supplies, monetary donations and your prayers.  Our heartfelt gratitude goes out to 
those people who gifted us with their presence – their energy and their time.  Without you, our camp would 
not have been possible:  Mehdy and Sheava  Shabanian-Azad, Avery Artymko, Arthur Smith, Annabelle 
Wilson, Savannah White,  Heather Seabright, Heather Von Zuben, Olivia Wild, Jaylen Berroa, Susan 
Shkolnik, Joanne MacPherson, Sue and Bob Neil, Lauren Millar, Ashlyn Macleod, Joan Sanderson, Anna 
Simmonds, Jenavieve Styles, Ashton and Tyla Hemmingway, Emma and Jan Hendrikse, Madelyn 
Berthelot, Brian Cook, Jenn de Bruijn, Monica Veensta, Jolene Baker, Katie Bonikowsky, Kori Smith, 
Marissa File, Garth Edwards, Barb Marno, The Chair Man Group, and Jan-Pro Cleaning Services.  Thank 
you so very much for sharing your gifts with the church camp.  
 
Thank you for an awesome week filled with memories, laughter and delight!  
  

God Bless, Crystal and Susan 

A Call for Submissions 

This newsletter is yours!   

 

It is made up of stories, articles and submissions by the people of 

Westminster United Church.  It is a place to share what is on your mind 

and let people know about upcoming events.  It is a tool of connection 

between members of this church so that we may continue to be the 

church in this world.  It is a collection of articles that bring together all of 

the many facets of this church in one place.  It is written by and for the 

people of this congregation, writer and non-writer alike, in order that all in 

the world of Westminster might know what is happening in the Westminster world! 

Anyone is welcome to submit something for this newsletter and we look forward to hearing all of your 

stories, about the groups of this church and the exciting things that your lives bring. 

 

The deadline for submissions to The Westminster World is the 21st of each month.   

If you have an article, please send it to Bev Crumb at bcrumb@sympatico.ca. 
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Library Reviews – May 2015 

Our heartfelt gratitude to all the people who generously donated books to the library during the 

summer.  It was and is very much appreciated.   

Some of the new library books that came in during the summer are:  

Heaven is for Real: A Little Boy's Astounding Story of His Trip  
to Heaven and Back, by Todd Burpo with Lynn Vincent 
 
"Do you remember the hospital, Colton?" Sonja said. "Yes, mommy, I 
remember," he said. "That's where the angels sang to me." 
 
When Colton Burpo made it through an emergency appendectomy, his 
family was overjoyed at his miraculous survival. What they weren't expecting, 
though, was the story that emerged in the months that followed - a story as 
beautiful as it was extraordinary, detailing their little boy's trip to heaven and 
back. 

With disarming innocence and the plainspoken boldness of a child, Colton tells of meeting long-

departed family members. He describes Jesus, the angels, how "really, really big" God is, and how 

much God loves us. Retold by his father, but using Colton's uniquely simple words, Heaven Is for 

Real offers a glimpse of the world that awaits us, where as Colton says, "Nobody is old and 

nobody wears glasses." Heaven Is for Real will forever change the way you think of eternity, 

offering the chance to see, and believe, like a child. 

 

 

 
The Shack Revisited: There Is More Going On Here than You Ever  
Dared to Dream, by C. Baxter Kruger 
 
Millions have found their spiritual hunger satisfied by William P. Young's #1 New 

York Times bestseller, The Shack--the story of a man lifted from the depths of 

despair through his life-altering encounter with God the Father, God the Son and 

God the Holy Spirit. Now C. Baxter Kruger's, THE SHACK REVISITED guides 

readers into a deeper understanding of these three persons to help readers have 

a more profound connection with the core message of The Shack--that God is 

love.   

An early fan of The Shack and a close friend to its author, Kruger shows why the novel has been 

enthusiastically embraced by so many Christians worldwide. In the words of William P. Young from 

the foreword to THE SHACK REVISITED, "Baxter Kruger will stun readers with his unique cross of 

intellectual brilliance and creative genius as he takes them deeper into the wonder, worship, and 

possibility that is the world of The Shack." 

 

 

 

 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/home/contributor/author/todd-burpo
http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/c-baxter-kruger/214621/
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Cross Roads, by Wm. Paul Young 

Anthony Spencer is egotistical, proud of being a self-made business success at the 

peak of his game, even though the cost of winning was painfully high. A cerebral 

hemorrhage leaves Tony comatose in a hospital ICU. He 'awakens' to find himself in 

a surreal world, a 'living' landscape that mirrors dimensions of his earthly life, from 

the beautiful to the corrupt. It is here that he has vivid interactions with others he 

assumes are projections of his own subconscious, but whose directions he follows 

nonetheless with the possibility that they might lead to authenticity and perhaps, 

redemption.  
 

The adventure draws Tony into deep relational entanglements where he is able to 'see' through the 

literal eyes and experiences of others, but is ‘blind’ to the consequences of hiding his personal 

agenda and loss that emerge to war against the processes of healing and trust. Will this unexpected 

coalescing of events cause Tony to examine his life and realize he built a house of cards on the 

poisoned grounds of a broken heart? Will he also have the courage to make a critical choice that can 

undo a major injustice he set in motion before falling into a coma? 
 

God Is One: The Way of Islam, by R. Marston Speight 

This book offers clear and comprehensive knowledge about Islam for readers curious 
about Islam, and willing to move past barriers to mutual understanding. The author 
directed the Office on Christian/Muslim relations for the National Council of Churches 
for nearly 30 years. He advocates for strong relations between faiths through better 
understanding of the multivalence of Islam. This book makes Muslims and their 
religious worldviews accessible in a concise, informed, and respectful manner. 
 

 
 The Hobbit (Part of  The History of the Hobbit series), by J.R.R. Tolkien 
 
 "In a hole in the ground there lived a hobbit. Not a nasty, dirty, wet hole, filled with the ends of 

worms and an oozy smell, nor yet a dry, bare, sandy hole with nothing in it to sit down on or to 

eat: it was a hobbit-hole, and that means comfort." The hobbit-hole in question belongs to one 

Bilbo Baggins, an upstanding member of a "little people, about half our height, and smaller 

than the bearded dwarves." He is, like most of his kind, well off, well fed, and best pleased 

when sitting by his own fire with a pipe, a glass of good beer, and a meal to look forward to.  

 

Certainly this particular hobbit is the last person one would expect to see set off on a hazardous journey; 

indeed, when Gandalf the Grey stops by one morning, "looking for someone to share in an adventure," Baggins 

fervently wishes the wizard elsewhere. No such luck, however; soon 13 fortune-seeking dwarves have arrived 

on the hobbit's doorstep in search of a burglar, and before he can even grab his hat or an umbrella, Bilbo 

Baggins is swept out his door and into a dangerous adventure. The dwarves' goal is to return to their ancestral 

home in the Lonely Mountains and reclaim a stolen fortune from the dragon Smaug. Along the way, they and 

their reluctant companion meet giant spiders, hostile elves, ravening wolves--and, most perilous of all, a 

subterranean creature named Gollum from whom Bilbo wins a magical ring in a riddling contest.  

 

It is from this life-or-death game in the dark that J.R.R. Tolkien's masterwork, The Lord of the Rings, would 

eventually spring. Though The Hobbit is lighter in tone than the trilogy that follows, it has, like Bilbo Baggins 

himself, unexpected iron at its core. Don't be fooled by its fairy-tale demeanor; this is very much a story for 

adults, though older children will enjoy it, too. By the time Bilbo returns to his comfortable hobbit-hole, he is a 

different person altogether, well primed for the bigger adventures to come--and so is the reader.  

http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/wm-paul-young/198294/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/r-marston-speight/529395/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/series/the-history-of-the-hobbit/53472/
http://www.thriftbooks.com/a/jrr-tolkien/196538/
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You’re invited… 
Welcome Sunday  
Blessing of the Backpacks 
10:30am 
Lunch to Follow Worship 

Sunday, September 13 

Wine, Women and the Word Bible Study 
Founder’s Room at Westminster 
7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Tuesday, September 15 

Worship Service 
Guest Speakers from PFLAG 
10:30am 

Sunday, September 20 

Weekly Bible Study with Rev. Michelle 
All are welcome 
1:00pm – 2:00pm 

Monday, September 21 
(every Monday) 

Book Club  
“Still Alice” 
1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Wednesday, September 23 

Foundations: Adult Membership Course 
7:00pm - 9:00pm 

Wednesday, September 23 –
Wednesday, October 14 (inclusive) 

Worship Service - Baptism 
10:30am 

Sunday, September 27 

Worship Service - World Wide Communion 
10:30am 
Blood Pressure Screening Clinic 
11:45pm - 12:15pm 
Climate Change Presentation and Discussion 
12:30pm –1:30pm 

Sunday, October 4 

Worship Service  
Sharing our Faith: Testimonial 
10:30am 

Sunday, October 11 

Worship Service  
10:30am 

Sunday, October 18 

Family Event - Dinner and a Movie  
Free and fun - RSVP Required 
5:30pm - 9:00pm 

Friday, October 23 

Worship Service - Baptism 
10:30am 
Affirm Event: Movie and Discussion 
12:00pm - 2:00pm 

Sunday, October 25 


