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The Publisher of the Westminster World  
would like to humbly apologize  

for the tardiness of this month’s edition 
of the Newsletter. 

 

 

 

Peace. 
It does not mean to be in a place 

where there is no noise, trouble or hard work.  

It means to be in the midst of those things and still 

Be calm in your Heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s Up @ Westminster 

(A column in which to express ideas, feelings and opinions about life at our church) 

 

 

 

Spirit Move Me 

There is a place I go, to worship God, give thanks and pray. 

I used to ask, why did you call me here? What is it that you want from me? 

I used to see people singing hymns, shaking hands, a tear, a hug, a cup of coffee. 

I used to say, how strange a place for me to be; sitting in a pew, rows of other people, stained glass,  

a chancel and a cross, too! 

So I listened to The Reverend Michelle speak, sermon; eloquent and wise. 

I heard the message of the Lord come through; as if to speak to me. 

This is the place, I come home, to gather in community; this is the place, I come home, to my brothers 

and sisters in Christ; this is the place, I come home, to learn, to grow, to give, to receive; this is the 

place, I come home, to where the Spirit moves so freely. 

This place, Westminster, I am home now. 

O God, I give my thanks. 

 

Jeanne Yee 
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      Westminster Reaches Out… 
 
                        
 
 
 
 
 
There are so many ways that Westminster United Church and her people are at work in our 
community and sharing God’s love with our world. 
 
Although there are many ways that we reach out, many missions and ministries, I would like to 
highlight one event that happened recently and how it is tied to this place, to our church home. 
 
On the first Wednesday of every month, thirty (30) volunteers from Westminster make their way to 
Oshawa and to St. Vincent Pallotti’s Kitchen (commonly know as St. Vincent’s). While there, they  
help to prepare and serve an average of 130 meals a day for those in need...of something to eat,  
a listening ear and a kind heart. 
 
St. Vincent’s is run by Durham Outlook and is Durham Regions only seven-day-a-week,  
365-day-a-year soup kitchen. It was founded in 1990 and is a staple of downtown Oshawa, and since 
it’s founding has served well over 1.2 million meals, approximately 50,000 per year. 
 
If you have ever been to St. Vincent’s you will know that they have been outgrowing their space for 
years and the building they are in is not accessible. This is where our Westminster Crew, along with 
other volunteers stepped up yet again. Durham Outlook is planning to build a new fully accessible 
facility, that will not only provide nutritious meals, but also a support centre, expanded programs and 
services and affordable access to day-to-day items that most of us take for granted, like toiletries. 
 
On May 26th, the volunteers from Westminster took part in Durham Outlook’s Annual Bowl for the 
Needy event. This year’s theme was “Revenge of the Nerds” and everyone was encouraged to dress 
up...and dress up, they did! You will find some photos on the next page… 
 
I am pleased to tell you that these two teams raised over $2,000 for this incredibly worthy cause… 
but I am even more pleased to know that our church and the people who call Westminster home 
continue to reach out and make a difference in our world.  
 
We are called and commissioned to share Christ’s light in our often hurting world...and by doing so,  
to share God’s love with all...how wonderful that we are heeding that call. 
 
 
 

For some “Nerdy” photos, just keep scrolling...  
 

 
(Many thanks to Team Westminster...Gail Wild, Jim Wild, Patti Lang, Bruce Lang, Bill Beer,  
Dianne Noftle, Bob Noftle, Bob Dingman, Ava Tomlinson, James Tomlinson, Imelda Nisbett,  
Joanne MacPherson, Clarence MacPherson ...Sincere apologies for not having photos of the  
whole team) 
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SUBMISSIONS REQUESTED! 

The goal of the Communication Committee is to facilitate, promote  

and improve communication at Westminster United Church.   

Our motto is “Communication Builds Community”. 

One of our most effective disseminators of information is  

The Westminster World through which we inform you of the life and lives  

of our Westminster family. And one of the most interesting columns is  

News From The Pews/Did You Know? 
 

If you have a ‘good news’ item to share, please let us know!  We are all interested in reading about 

milestones reached by our friends. *Did your child receive a special honour/award? *Are you 

celebrating a special event/anniversary/birthday?  *Did you travel somewhere exotic? 

Drop a note in the Communication Committee’s mailbox in the hallway or email your news item to 
bcrumb@sympatico.ca 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
      

 
 
 
 
 
.   

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A note from Stewardship… 

As a follow up to the “Stewardship Moment” announcement at the May 8th Sunday service, we are 

pleased to share with you that a number of inquiries and changes to PAR have occurred.  We thank 

those of you who have undertaken this initiative.  With the summer months approaching, and the 

potential decline in contributions and offerings, we ask that if you haven’t already done so, please 

review your offering and consider increasing it to cover our expenses through the coming months.   

In that manner “when you are not here, your gift still is.” 

Thank you to all, 

Stewardship Committee 

 

 
 January February March April Total 

Income  36,489      52,134  43,548  38,908  171,079  

Expenses  53,965         36,626  50,781  37,538  178,910  

Surplus/Deficit  -17,476    15,508  -7,233    1,370   -7,831  

Mission/Service     3,839    2,350     6,189  
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Library Reviews 

I hope during the summer that you are able to sit down and relax with a book – here a few that have 
just been donated to the church library that might appeal to you. Happy reading! 

 

 The Bookseller Of Kabul  by Asne Seierstad 

Two weeks after September 11th, award-winning journalist  

Åsne Seierstad went to Afghanistan to report on the conflict there.  

The following spring, she returned to live with an Afghan family for 

several months.  

 

For more than twenty years, Sultan Khan defied the authorities - be they 

communist or Taliban - to supply books to the people of Kabul. He was 

arrested, interrogated and imprisoned by the communists and watched 

illiterate Taliban soldiers burn piles of his books in the street. He even 

resorted to hiding most of his stock in attics all over Kabul. 

 

But while Khan is passionate in his love of books and hatred of 

censorship, he is also a committed Muslim with strict views on family life. 

 

As an outsider, Seierstad is able to move between the private world of the women - including Khan's 

two wives - and the more public lives of the men. And so we learn of proposals and marriages, 

suppression and abuse of power, crime and punishment. The result is a gripping and moving portrait 

of a family, and a clear-eyed assessment of a country struggling to free itself from history. 

 

God and the Gay Christian:  
The Biblical Case in Support of Same-Sex Relationships   
by Matthew Vines 
 
Q. As a devoted Christian, how are you able to reconcile your orientation 
with your faith?  
 
A. That was the question that loomed large for both me and my parents 
after I came out, and it’s what led me to take a leave of absence from 
school and undertake an intensive study of Scripture. I’ve now dedicated 
four years of my life to researching the issue of same-sex relationships 
and the Bible, and I’ve come to believe that the Bible doesn’t address the 
issue of committed, monogamous same-sex relationships. And while it’s 
true that biblical silence doesn’t necessarily mean divine blessing, same-
sex marriages are consistent with Scripture’s core teachings about 
human sexuality, which is why I think God does bless them. 
 

Q. What do you hope is the outcome from your book?  
 
A. My initial hope for the book is that it helps to finally open up the conversation on this issue in 
conservative churches, where there has been little to no theological debate so far. When I was trying 
to come out to my church a few years back, it was incredibly difficult even to start the dialogue with 
most people. When that’s the case, the strength of your argument almost doesn’t matter, because if 
you can’t get a hearing, nothing will change. 

https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/contributor/author/asne-seierstad/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/matthew-vines/1663161/
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Library Reviews  

(continued) 

 
                                        How Do You Know?  by Deborah W. Trotter 
 
                                        When Polly wakes up one morning, she finds her world covered in fog.  
                                        She can't see the apple tree or the duck pond or the horse barn. Mama says 
                                        they're all still there, but how does she know? Together, Polly and Mama set 
                                        off to find the familiar landmarks of the farm, and along the way Polly  
                                        discovers there are some things she just knows, too. Soft, evocative  
                                        watercolor paintings bring to life this gentle story about a day of simple  
                                        discoveries and a child's growing confidence in her perception of the world. 
 
 
                                           I'm New Here  by Anne Sibley O'Brien 

 

                                       Maria is from Guatemala, Jin is from Korea, and Fatima is from Somalia.  

                                       All three are new to their American elementary school, and each has trouble 

                                       speaking, writing, and sharing ideas in English. Through self-determination 

                                       and with encouragement from their peers and teachers, the students learn to 

                                       feel confident and comfortable in their new school without losing a sense of 

                                       their home country, language, and identity. Young readers from all  

                                       backgrounds will appreciate this touching story about the assimilation of  

                                       three immigrant students in a supportive school community. Anne Sibley  

                                       O'Brien is one of the founders of I'm Your Neighbor, an organization that  

                                       promotes children's literature featuring "new arrival" cultures. I'm New Here  

                                       demonstrates how our global community can work together and build a home 

                                       for all.                                              

 

                                            Dipping Your Toes: Planning Small Group Devotionals  

                                            by Rev. Janet Stobie 

                                            Dipping Your Toes in Planning Small Group Devotionals contains  
                                            44 complete services, including scripture, reflections, hymns, and prayers 
                                            organized by the calendar year. This unique collection is suited for use in 
                                            a variety of settings, including the opening of meetings, devotions,  
                                            seniors' homes, and beyond. 

 

Behind every success is effort… 

Behind every effort is passion… 

Behind every passion is someone 

with the courage to try. 

 
 
 

             

      

  

 

 

 

 

   

    

      

  

 

 

 

                                 

https://www.thriftbooks.com/a/deborah-w-trotter/1002373/
https://www.chapters.indigo.ca/en-ca/books/contributor/author/anne-sibley-o%27brien/
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UCW  

Have a relaxing, renewing and restful summer.   
We look forward to seeing everyone at our meeting on  

Monday, September 12th.  

 

 

If you find yourself in a pickle or a jam  

during the summer holidays, 

 please remember to set aside  

a jar or two for the  

UCW Bazaar bake table.   

 

Thank you. 
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                                                     Grocery Cards  

                                                                 We all buy groceries, so why not support Westminster at the 

                                                                 same time? Grocery gift cards are available for purchase at  

                                                                 face value during coffee time after service on Sunday or in 

                                                                 the church office during the week. 5% of the proceeds go to 

                                                                 Westminster United Church.  

 

 

 

 
Plan to attend the last WINE, WOMEN and the WORD before our summer break. 

The next meeting will be held at Melanie Pringles Restaurant on  

Tuesday, June 21st at 7:00pm.  

We will be recapping the Women of the Bible we have talked about over the past few months.  

Please bring your bible. 

 
Melanie Pringles is located at: 80 Thickson Rd S, Whitby, ON 

      
 
 
 
 
 
.   

  

      
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Summer J.a.M. is a scaled down version of our regular J.a.M Program that runs from Sept.-June. 

This program is non-rotational and will be offered every Sunday from June 19 to September 4,  
for children ages 4-10 (JK - Grade 5). 

As this summer program may involve outdoor activities, it is recommended that your child(ren) wear 
casual, comfortable clothing to church (please no flip-flops or sandals...they are unsafe for running). 

Please note that Summer J.a.M does not include programming for our older Just Jammin’ class or for 
our Nursery class, although the Nursery will be open every Sunday for children to use with their 

caregivers. 

If you have any questions or concerns regarding our Summer program, please contact:  
Cathy Shaw, Minister of Faith Formation (cshaw@westminster-uc.ca or 905-723-6442) 

http://maps.google.com/?q=80%20Thickson%20Rd%20S,%20Whitby,%20ON
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Vacation Bible Camp 

 

July 11
th

 to 15
th

  
9am - 4pm 

As of May 20
th

, all 40 registration spots have been filled, 

although we are taking/keeping names on a waiting list for 

those unforeseen changes.  

We need your help –  
we are wanting and looking for Christmas ideas  

(foods, rituals, traditions, decorations and experiences)  
from other cultures and countries  

to explore and share with our camp children.   
Contact Crystal (905-725-0074) or Susan (905-493-3122)  

to share your stories and ideas.  
We are also still in need of adult and teen helpers  

– for a day or two or three or all five.  

 

 

 

Supplies needed: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please leave in a bag marked VBS in the office. Thank you.  

 

Gold foil wrapping paper Silver and Gold tinsel garland 

Fancy paper Crepe paper 

Paper towel tubes Paper bags- 350 Plain, Large (7X10 in.)  

Scrapbooking paper Glue sticks (Large size) 

Patterned tissue paper Mandrain orange tin cans (Empty)  

Stickers World map (Large) 

Snappers for Christmas crackers Pipe cleaners (Various colours)  

Tabletop Christmas trees Pony beads (Various colours) 

Brightly coloured, gently used T-shirts 

(Size L, XL, XXL) 

Drop cloths 
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...that Cathy Shaw represented Westminster at the Scout and Cub Banquet on May 15th?  

   Westminster holds that Charter for the 11th Whitby Scout Group. Many thanks, Cathy. 

 

...that Reid Pierson won a top award as he recently graduated in Early Childhood Education  

   from Sir Sandford Fleming College?  Congratulations, Reid. 

  

...that Brock Pierson has graduated from Grade 12 and is headed for Brock University?   

   Good luck, Brock! 

 

..that Paul Pierson, father of Reid and Brock, has just retired from the Toronto Dominion Bank  

  and will be Chairing the Ministry and Personnel Committee at Westminster?   

  All the best to you, Paul.  

 

...that the Labyrinth Circle Group opened the Westminster Labyrinth for two evenings in May?  

   They had it set up beautifully with candles, special music and information to help participants  

   get the most out of the experience?  Stay tuned for future Labyrinth dates, workshops  and  

   seminars. 

 

...that the Moderator of the United Church of Canada, the Very Reverend Jordan Cantwell, paid a  

   visit to Trinity United Church in Bowmanville on May 14th? She spent a good part of the day with  

   youth and their leaders. Our representatives were Logan Hampson and Cathy Shaw. Reverend  

   Michelle and others, along with youth, attended the evening service which was enjoyed by all. 

 

...that Kyle Cullen will be home soon from Egypt for a holiday?  Watch for further news as he may  

   be a TV Star in Lebanon. Go, Kyle, Go! 

 

...That Emma Cullen is beginning in the Dance program in Fine Arts at York University?   

   Huge congratulations, Emma.  

 

...that our Ministry Team (Rev. Michelle and Cathy), along with Margaret Suepaul (Chair of Council)  

   and Shirley Penny (Treasurer) attended the Bay of Quinte’s Annual Conference in Pembroke on  

   behalf of  Westminster United Church? 

 

...that Paul Kneebone has written an article for the June issue of the Affirm United Newsletter?  

   Thanks, Paul. 

 

...that Shirley Penny was on a panel for PFLAG at the Oshawa Public Library on Thursday, June 2nd? 

 

...that several people have ‘retired’ from Council after many years of dedication to the life and work  

   of  Westminster United Church? Thank you for sharing your time and talents, Joan Sanderson,  

   Teena Morrow, Anita Amos and Kit Bauldry. 
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You’re invited… 
Worship Service - Communion 
10:30am 
 
Summer J.a.M begins for Children 
Ages 4-10  

Sunday, June 19 
 
 
Sunday, June 19 -  
Sunday, September 4 

Wine, Women and the Word 

Small Group, open to all women. 

7:00pm-9:00pm  

Melanie Pringles Restaurant, Whitby 

Tuesday, June 21 

Worship Service - Baptism 
10:30am 

Sunday, June 26 

HAPPY CANADA DAY! Friday, July 1 

Worship Service  
10:30am 

Sunday, July 3 - 
Sunday, July 31 

Vacation Bible Camp 
9:00am - 4:00pm 
This camp is full. 

Monday, July 11 - 
Friday, July 15 

Worship Service  
Hot Topics 
10:30am 

Sunday, August 7 - 
Sunday, August 28 

Worship Service  
Labour Day Weekend  
10:30am 

Sunday, September 4 

Welcome Sunday  
All programs resume  
10:30am 

Sunday, September 11 


