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A letter from Rev. Michelle that was read to Westminster congregation,  

Sunday December 18, 2016 

Dear Friends, 
 

It is with great joy that I write this note to give you an update.  As many of you now know, Jake 
and I welcomed our baby girl, Opaline Aurora, into our arms last Saturday, December 10.  She is 
nestled with me right now as I write this, almost 1 week old already—they grow fast don’t they? 
 

Thank you for your prayers and support and for celebrating the safe arrival of Opaline. We are 
grateful and can’t wait for her to meet her church family. 
 

Jake and I are soaking in the moments (the sleep? not so much) and remain full of awe as we get 
to know our daughter. There is something to discover every day whether it’s a new sound she 
makes, facial expression, or finding out that she has a preferred diaper changing technique  
(who knew?) 
 

I also wanted to tell you a little bit about her name. Opaline (pronounced "O-puh-line")  is a name 
that came to Jake while I was pregnant.  We hadn’t heard the name before but it seemed to be 
the name given to us just for her.  It means opalescent (showing varying colours).  The name is 
uniquely hers while it also connects her to her triplet sisters, the larger circle of blessing of which 
she is a part. Aurora, a term for the northern lights, is also Latin for “dawn.”  In Roman mythology 
Aurora is the goddess of the sunrise, the one who brought the dawn after the night. 

 

What scriptures poetically remind us of is true: God’s mercies are new every morning. I’ve discov-
ered that there is no preparing for this kind of grace. The dawn does come, in its own time, on its 
own schedule. It doesn’t erase what has come before but somehow within its light the edges of 
the shadows are softer and it becomes possible to see how the can heart open wide enough to 
hold it all.   

 

In the season of Advent, we wait in darkness for the the Light of Christ. Christ is coming.  
Christ is always coming. And so we turn ourselves toward the Light and let it find us.  
 

Christmas blessings, 
(Rev.) Michelle 
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Manger Mania 

2016's Christmas season has come and gone but not without the wonderful Christmas Eve musical,  

“Manger Mania”. I would like to give a great big shout out to the amazing cast of eighteen youth from 

our Westminster community that worked very hard to bring this play to life. Only a couple of these 

youth have trained musical voices but music is a universal language and one that I believe everyone 

can experience and enjoy. It was evident in this venture!!  This group worked very hard on learning 

their lines, their blocking and how to work together and help each other out. Way to go!!! 
   

This also would not have come together without a great team to back the youth. Thank you so much 

to Margaret Motum, co-leader and writer, Susan Shkolnik, props and supreme organizer,  

Beccie Hampson, costume and sewer extraordinaire, Emma Cullen for choreography and  

Jasmine Kurtz for her lovely dancing and helping back stage. Of course I cannot forget the technical 

support of Brock Fielder and William Von Zuben who helped keep the play running as smoothly as it 

can.  
  

Finally, kudos to the amazing families of our youth and the Westminster community as a whole. Thank 

you for getting your children out to rehearsals and even some last minute extra practices, for providing 

lunches and helping them with their lines. Westminster, Thank You for supporting these youth as they 

try to navigate their teenage years and providing a loving and caring space for them to gather and 

share together. Looking forward to 2017 and all it has to offer. 

Blessings,  

Heather Von Zuben 

Publisher’s Note:  
A heartfelt thank you to Heather Von Zuben for her directing skills, her dedication and her devotion to 
our children and youth! 
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WESTMINSTER'S GOT TALENT  

SEASON 2! 

 

Saturday, February 11th  

7:00 pm 
(please note new date) 

 

Last year, you:  

(a) performed and were marvellous! 

        (b) attended and were so happy you did! 

                           (c) missed the night and have been sorry ever since. 

 
SHOWCASE YOUR TALENT - ALL AGES INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 

 Application forms for performers available Sunday, January 8th   

 $5.00 registration fee 

 

 Tickets:  $10 adults, $5 students   

 Available after church on Sunday, from the Office during the week or at the Door. 
 

 

 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJrYPHpKTRAhXEOCYKHdPtB4kQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.generalhospitalhappenings.com%2Fspoiler-page-2-back-up.php&bvm=bv.142059868,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNH0ccMVSWypGyajKL
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UNITED CHURCH WOMEN 

 

Thank You!  

Our heartfelt gratitude to all the people who helped the  
UCW Catering Committee with their various caterings in  

late November and December by cooking, peeling, serving  
or washing dishes. Without your help, we could not have  

done it.  

 

 

Field Trip 
 

On February 6th, the UCW will be going to visit the  
Grandview Children's Centre on Grandview St. in Oshawa.  

We have collected Campbell's soup labels for many years to supply  
the school with computers, wheelchairs and other appliances the children 

needed. That program is finished now but we will tour the facility and 
have a chance to ask questions about the  

continuing program. They are also supplying refreshments  
and a room to use for a short business meeting! 

We will car pool from the church at 6:45p.m.  
All women are welcome to join us. 

Questions to Mary at 905-728-7346 

 

 

 

Annual Yard Sale 

Saturday, April 22nd 
 

 

 

 

Mother’s Day Tea  
and  

Fashion Show 

Saturday, May 13th 
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    CALLING ALL PIZZA AFICIONADOS 

On Wednesday January 25, 2017 your Refugee Sponsorship 

Committee is hosting a PIZZA FUNDRAISER at Boston Pizza,  

20 Taunton Road West in Whitby. It will begin at 5:00 PM with a 

portion of the sales being dedicated to the overall goal of raising 

$25,000.00. Please come out and support this awesome endeavour. 

As an incentive for all congregants to further enjoy the evening and 
the pizza, members of the committee will be serving! Shortly after 
Christmas, the committee members, under the watchful eye of  
Joanne MacPherson, will begin their training. Joanne has had many 

years of working with volunteers and does not see this training regime as being overly difficult  
(as long as the volunteers report to her training sessions on a daily basis for 24 days - rain, shine, 
snow or blizzard). It is also believed that the better trained, the easier it will be to earn tips! 

Sponsored by A BRIDGE TO A NEW HOME 

(Bridge to a New Home now has a web page www.bridgetoanewhome.ca and a Facebook page under Bridge 

to a New Home. Please check for updates and like and share the Facebook page). 

 

Outreach 

Tin Cans 

Tin cans will be available in January and will be collected in March, with the 

proceeds going to our Refugee Project, Bridge to a New Home. In April, we will have 

cans available for the 2017 Christmas Hampers. Please donate your lose change to 

your tin can throughout the year and help support these immensely important 

projects. Thank you! 

Christmas Hampers 

A heartfelt thank you to all who participated in the Christmas Hamper project this year. You helped 

make Christmas happen for 75 families in our community. Thanks also to all who volunteered their 

time to take in applications, to make the tags for the kids, to help after church to make sure people 

were signed up, to organize food pick up and unloading at the church, to count the tin can money, to 

receive the gifts on Saturday and to deliver the hampers on Sunday. People who receive hampers 

from us are very grateful for the work we do.  

 
 

 

http://www.bridgetoanewhome.ca
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjlq9i9-s7QAhVGwiYKHc_dATgQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fotosearch.com%2Fillustration%2Ftin-can.html&psig=AFQjCNHRBKrQKGRc1_MpHfrq5DOfeRj-QQ&ust=1480542854782777
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Save the Date  

July 10 – 14, 2017 

For more information contact:  
Crystal at 905-725-0074 or Susan at 905-493-3122 

 

 
2017 Offering Envelopes 

            We have received several questions related to the process for ordering new offering  

            envelopes for 2017. The following will address these questions: 

      In the box of envelopes you received for 2016, there was a “reminder” card placed about  
two thirds of the way through the 2016 envelopes, providing a reminder to reorder envelopes. 

 
      When you get to this card (or sooner if you wish), place this card on the offering tray at a  

Sunday service. It will be set aside during the counting process and given to Garth Edwards, 
our church office Administrator.   
 

      Garth will fulfill your request by providing additional envelopes – he will call or e-mail you   
and advise you when the new envelopes are available and where they can be picked up. 

            If you are new to Westminster or want to have offering envelopes made for you,  
            please contact Garth at 905-723-6442 or gedwards@westminster-uc.ca. 
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The Westminster Book Club will be meeting on  
January 25, 2017  

from 1:00pm to 3:00 pm  
to discuss  

The Blue Castle  
by Lucy Maude Montgomery.  

 
  

All are invited and welcome to join us.   
 
 
                                            When Dreams Come True All her life, Valancy Stirling lived on a quiet  
                                            little street in an ugly little house and never dared to contradict her  
                                            domineering mother and her unforgiving aunt. Then she gets a letter— 
                                            and decides that very day things need to change. For the first time in  
                                            her life, she does exactly what she wants to and says exactly what she 
                                            feels. At first her family thinks she's gone around the bend. But soon  
                                            Valancy discovers more surprises and adventure than she ever thought  
                                            possible. She also finds her one true love and the real-life version of the 
                                            Blue Castle that she was sure only existed in her dreams...  

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

HOLY HUMOUR 
 

GOOD SAMARITAN 
A Sunday school teacher was telling her class the story of the Good Samaritan. 
She asked the class, "If you saw a person lying on the roadside, all wounded and bleeding,  
what would you do?"  
A thoughtful little girl broke the hushed silence, "I think I'd throw up." 

 

UNANSWERED PRAYER 
The preacher's 5 year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his head for a 
moment before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why.  
"Well, Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his messages.  
"I'm asking the Lord to help me preach a good sermon." 
"How come He doesn't answer it?" she asked.  
 
BEING THANKFUL 
A Rabbi said to a precocious six-year-old boy, "So your mother says your prayers for you each night?  
That's very commendable. What does she say?" 
The little boy replied, "Thank God he's in bed!" 
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...that the Sanctuary Committee are so very dedicated with their talents in the Sanctuary and 

   Narthex? And did you know that they totally transformed the Sanctuary on Christmas Eve between 

   the 6:30 and 10:00 pm services? As always, they worked with dedication and artistry. Many thanks 

   to Anita Amos and her Committee.  

...that when participating in Communion at Westminster it is appropriate to allow the server to place 

   the bread in your hand using the tongs?  

...that we are saying goodbye, coupled with huge thanks, to Rev. Bob LePage? His last Sunday  

   with us is January 15th. We hope that he and Jan will be back from time to time. His leadership,  

   caring, and interpretation of the Scriptures have been very much appreciated. 

...that thanks are due to Cathy Shaw and J.a.M for a busy Advent month culminating in “Jesus’  

   Birthday Party”?  51 kids from all ages of J.a.M celebrated with games, birthday cupcakes and  

   singing Happy Birthday to Jesus. 

...that we are grateful to Ruth Fox and members of the Wellness Committee for the making and 

   selling of the Cranberry Prayer Candle centrepieces enjoyed by many? They made over one  

   hundred of these beautiful arrangements.  

 
 

It’s time to change our  

Mitten Tree 

into a  

SOCK TREE 
 

The Westminster Outreach Committee invites 

everyone to help keep  

people warm and dry this winter. 

  

Please be generous and contribute  

socks for the Sock tree. 

 

All kinds are needed, for both 

Adults and Children  

 

All items will be donated to  

local charities.  

 

 



 

- 10 - 

 

 

Wine, Women and The Word is an ongoing Bible Study open to all women. 
Meetings are held in the Founder’s Room at the church on the  

3rd Tuesday of the month, from 7:00-9:00pm.  

The theme for this season is “Breathe”.  
One of the greatest challenges among women in our culture  

is taking time to stop and cease from all the activities.  
By neglecting time for tranquility, serenity, and repose, we miss out on some of God’s greatest gifts.  

It is time for us to breathe and build margin into our lives for God.  

The first meeting of 2017 will take place on Tuesday, January 17th.  
 

If you have a bible, please bring it with you.  
Hope to see you there! 

WINE, WOMEN and the WORD 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

Grocery Cards  

 We all buy groceries,  

so why not support Westminster at the same time?  

These cards make great Year-round gifts,  

especially for those away at school! 

 

Grocery gift cards are available for purchase at    

face value during coffee time after service on Sunday  

 or in the church office during the week.  

 

5% of the proceeds go to Westminster United Church.  
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In 2017 

I hope to get RICH 

 

Rich in KNOWLEDGE 

Rich in ADVENTURE 

Rich in LAUGHTER 

Rich in FAMILY 

Rich in FAITH 

Rich in HEALTH 

Rich in LOVE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

to all of our  

2016 UCW  

RAFFLE WINNERS! 

IPad Mini Maisie Morrison 

Trisha Romance Print Sarah Baker 

Brock House  
Gift Certificate 

Neville Wright 

Hot Rocks  
Gift Certificate 

Wanda Locksley 

Afghan Shane Suepaul 

Vandermeer Bob Doucet 

Spa Gift Basket Mary Watson 

https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibr-GJ56TRAhXISyYKHWYfAz8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.singsnap.com%2Fkaraoke%2Fwatchandlisten%2Fplay%2Fc5790050d&bvm=bv.142059868,d.amc&psig=AFQjCNGN9XbFd-qFfjTbwz
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Coming Up in J.a.M! 

January 8th and 15th 

Rotation Topic: Jesus in the Temple 

 

January 22nd and 29th 

Rotation Topic: Jesus Clears the Temple 

 

 

An Interesting Number to Note 
 
That number on your fruit is much more important than  

most realize. 

Here’s what it means. 

You’ve probably noticed the stickers on fruit before.  

They are called PLU codes, which stands for “product look up”.  

 

If there are only 4 numbers on your sticker, this means your fruit was conventionally grown  

with the use of pesticides. If there are 5 numbers on your sticker and they begin with the number 8, 

that fruit has been genetically modified. If there are 5 numbers and they begin with the number 9,  

that means that your fruit was grown organically. 

If your fruit doesn’t have a PLU code, eat at your own peril.!!! 

There you have it! Be sure to check out that annoying sticker before you remove it next time.  

And be sure to wash all fruit and vegetables before you eat them. 

Happy, Healthy Eating from Your Wellness Committee 

 

Join Us For Tea, Coffee and Fellowship  

 

Please stop by the gym after worship on Sunday  

and join us for a cup of coffee or tea.  
 

Our beverages are on the house, but if you’d like some  

to take home with you, we sell organic coffee, tea,  

and Fair Trade yummy chocolate bars every Sunday.  
 

Purchases enable us to continue providing the organic  

coffee and tea during our Fellowship time after church.  
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You’re invited… 
Blood Donor Clinic 
4:00pm - 7:00pm 

Tuesday, January 3 

Worship Service  
10:30am 
J.a.M and Nursery Classes Resume 
Registration begins for Westminster’s Got Talent 

Sunday, January 8 

UCW Meeting  
7:00pm 

All women are invited to attend  
Program Guest: Cathy Shaw 

Monday, January 9 

Worship Service  
10:30am 

Rev. Bob LePage’s last day with us. 

Sunday, January 15 

Wine, Women and the Word  

Bible Study 

7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Tuesday, January 17 

Worship Service  
10:30am 
Rev. Dan Yourkevich’s first day with us. 

Sunday, January 22 

Book Club 

1:00pm - 3:00pm 

Boston Pizza Fundraiser 

Beginning at 5:00pm 

20 Taunton Road, W., Whitby 

Have dinner out tonight and help raise funds to support our 

efforts in sponsoring Refugee Families 

Wednesday, January 25 

Worship Service 
10:30am 

Sunday, January 29 

Worship Service 
10:30am 

Sunday, February 5 

UCW Field Trip  
Grandview Children’s Centre 
6:45pm 

Monday, February 6 

Westminster’s Got Talent - Season 2!  
7:00pm 
(Note: Those interested in sharing their talents must fill out 
an application...forms available beginning January 8th) 

Saturday, February 11 


