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Hearts and Ashes  

Ash Wednesday is on Valentine’s Day this year.   

You likely noticed this and are making plans to bring 

your date to church to have ashes smudged onto your 

foreheads before you head out to dinner.    

Hearts and Ashes. 

Of the two observances, Valentine’s Day and  

Ash Wednesday, I think I know which one will get  

more attention.   Whole stores are devoted to hearts, 

stuffies, chocolates, cards and roses whereas I doubt 

you will find an Ash Wednesday display at the local 

Hallmark store with sackcloths and ashes or cards to 

give to loved ones that say, “You are dust and to dust 

you shall return.”  It’s too bad.  I think people might  

really find that refreshing.   

Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, a time of preparation and longing leading up to Easter.   

It is an important day for us Christians, a day we can look forward to.  There are many  

expectations on us daily to be someone we’re not (we expect it of ourselves, marketers rely  

on it, social media encourages it).  On Ash Wednesday, we freely confess our imperfections  

and get real about who we are and about how much we need God.  Letting go of our cultural  

obsession with chasing perpetual youth, on Ash Wednesday we face the truth of our mortality: 

that we have come from dust and to dust we will return.  We acknowledge that life doesn’t go  

on forever which only makes the life we have now all the more sacred.   What a relief to have  

a day where pretenses and performances can be put aside and we can be truly honest about  

who we are (not just who we are on Facebook, but who we really are). 

The fact that Ash Wednesday falls on Valentine’s Day this year makes it extra special.    

It doesn’t have to be one or the other, we can embrace both: that we are dust AND that we  

are loved.   

So on this “dual day”, take time to ponder the depth of God’s love and the barriers that might  

be preventing you from experiencing that love fully.  Remember that you are dust and to dust  

you will return and because of this you will not take one moment God has given for granted. 

Hearts and Ashes. Sounds good to me. 

Rev. Michelle 
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Black History Month - Black History in Canada 

On January 1st, 2015 the United Nations launched the International Decade for People of African 

Descent. The objective was to promote understanding and respect for the diverse cultures and 

contributions of people of African descent in the development of societies. It was understood that 

people of African descent have a legacy interwoven with slavery and discrimination.  

Canada has its own history, and this month allows us to re-examine it and to encourage  

us to understand the struggle for human rights. Here are a few key historical facts on our own 

early history: 

  

(1606) Mattieu da Costa, a Mi’kmaq interpreter with Samuel de Champlain was the first  
       recorded person of African descent to travel to our lands. 

(1628)  Olivier Le Jeune (7 yrs old) was the first known black slave purchased in New France. 
(1759)   Between 1,000 and 1,500 Black people lived in New France. 
(1775 -1788) 3,500 Black Loyalists fighting for the British in the American Revolutionary War  

                were promised land in Nova Scotia for their service. 
(1782)  The first race riot in North America occurred in Shelburne, N.S. 
(1791-1200)  Black Loyalists emigrate from Halifax to Sierra Leone. 
(1793)  Slavery is abolished in Ontario. 
(1796)  Jamaican Maroons build the Citadel in Halifax. 
(1800)  Maroons leave for Sierra Leone following mistreatment in N. S. 
(1812) American blacks immigrate to Nova Scotia and New Brunswick during the war  

       between America and Britain. 
(1815)  Nova Scotia bans black immigration. 
(1858)  600-800 black Americans migrate to Victoria Island. 
(1911)  Oklahoma blacks immigrate to the Canadian plains (Alberta and Saskatchewan). 
(1910)  Prime Minister Sir Wilfred Laurier: “We see in the United States what grave problems 

       may arise from the presence of a race unable to become full members of the same  
       social family as ourselves”. 

(1918)  West Indian medical students protest discrimination at McGill and Queen’s  
       Universities. 

(1947)  Prime Minister Mackenzie King: “The people of Canada do not wish, as a result  
       of mass immigration, to make a fundamental alteration of the character of our  
       population”. 

(1952)  The Immigration Act of 1952 empowered the government to refuse entry into Canada 
       based on “nationality, ethnicity, occupation, peculiar customs, unsuitability to the  
       Canadian climate and probable inability to assimilate”. 

 

In 2016, the black population totaled 1,198,540 or 3.5% of the country’s population. Canada 

ranks among the most racially tolerant societies in the world but Statistics Canada noted 32% of 

black Canadians had been subjected to some form of racial discrimination or unfair treatment.  

As you can see above, as recently as 1952 the government of Canada practised prejudicial prac-

tices with regards to many, including the black population.  

“Those who do not learn history are doomed to repeat it.” *** 

Parish Mosaic Committee 

 

*** quote from philosopher George Santayana 
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Viola Desmond 

A Black Canadian Hero 
 

She's been called the "Rosa Parks" of Canada  
but outside of activist circles the case of  
Viola Desmond and its history making  
repercussions aren't much known.  
 

It was a chilly December 1,1955 day when  
Rosa Parks sat down where she wanted to on  
a Montgomery, Alabama bus and jump started  
a movement which galvanized a nation.  
 

But almost ten years before, Viola Desmond  
did the same for African-Canadians. Except it  
being Canada, to much less dramatic effect.  
 

Viola Desmond was a young, attractive and  
elegant Halifax businesswoman and beautician 
who owned and operated a beauty school.  
On November 8th, 1946, she was on her way to 
Sydney, NS for a meeting when she got caught in 
a blizzard in New Glasgow, NS and her car broke 
down. After the local mechanic told her the  
problem couldn't be fixed until the next day she 
found a place to stay and decided to take in a flick 
at the local Roseland Theatre.  

 
 
 

She asked for a ticket for house seats, but the teller sold her a ticket for the balcony, which was 
the designated seating area for blacks in that town. She was barely settled in the lower "Whites 
Only" house seats, when the manager appeared and ordered her up to sit in the balcony.  
 

When she indignantly refused, he called the police and she was arrested. Desmond was dragged 
from the theater and thrown in jail overnight. Bruised and angry, she sat upright all night and for 
the next 12 hours on the hard jail bench, a fierce sight in elbow length white gloves. In the  
morning she was charged by the magistrate with "attempting to defraud the Federal Government" 
based on her refusal to pay the one cent amusement tax difference between the 3 cents charged 
to those sitting in the balcony and the 2 cents charged to those sitting downstairs. Desmond then 
offered to pay the difference but the locals were bent on making their point and she was  
convicted of failing to pay the tax on the downstairs ticket.  
 

After a short trial, Viola was sentenced to a fine of $20 plus court costs and 30 days in prison.  
Viola Desmond's arrest spurred the Afro-Canadian community into action. The new Nova Scotia 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People (NSAACP), founded only a year earlier, 
raised the money to pay her fine and fight her conviction.  
 

Carrie Best, the founder of Nova Scotia's first Black owned and operated newspaper publicized 
her story. Best was familiar with Desmond's situation. She had been thrown out of the Roseland 
Theater herself four years earlier for refusing to sit in the balcony and unsuccessfully filed a  
damage suit against the theater's management. Desmond's lawyer took the case to the Supreme 
Court of Nova Scotia, but her appeal lost on a technicality. She re-appealed the case and won on 
a technicality. By then, such was the attention generated by Desmond's case that the government 
of Nova Scotia had little choice but to dismantle its segregation laws and in 1954, finally  
completely repeal them.  
 

Viola Desmond, on behalf of movie goers, and people of all colours, we salute you! 
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Westminster's 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Westminster’s Got Talent – Season 3 is only a few days away!  

This coming Saturday, February 3rd at 7:00pm, Westminster’s stage will feature the many and 

varied talents of some of Durham’s finest performers!  Singing, dancing and comedy abound!  

And there are treats for sale at intermission! 

Tickets are $10 at the door.  Children under 10 are free.  

Don’t miss out on this fabulous FUNdraiser.   

 

 

 

 

Our Just Jammin’ class (Grades 6-9) recently had a visitor from the  

B’nai Shalom V’Tikvah Synagogue.  

During Chanukah (Hanukkah), Ron King took time to teach our youth  

about the Jewish faith, including its rich history and traditions. 

This year, the Just Jammin’ class  

is exploring different religions  

and different denominations and are  

finding out about their own faith  

in the process. 
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The Property Guys! 

On Sunday, January 7th, the members of the  
Property Committee were at the ready to greet you  
at the door...and perhaps shovel or sweep something. 

Your Church Council is hoping to introduce you to the 
different committees that they represent and has come 
up with a wonderful way to do so. 

On the first Sunday of the month (usually), you will be 
warmly welcomed to Westminster by a different  
Committee Team of incredible volunteers! 

What a wonderful way to start your day! 

 
 

 

 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

    

 

    SCOUTING AND GUIDING SERVICE 

     Join the Scouts and Guides on Sunday, February 4th, in a special  

     service acknowledging the rich history of these two organizations. 
 

     This will be an intergenerational worship service, so bring the  

     whole family…and if you or someone you know is a proud owner of  

     a uniform, please feel free to wear it to this service.  

Refreshments will be available in the gym following 

worship, as will historical displays presented by both  

of these groups.  
 

We look forward to seeing you and hearing how the 

Scouting/Guiding programs have impacted your life! 
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An Invitation … 
 
 

You are all invited to join us at Westminster’s ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
(ACM), Sunday Feb. 25th, 2018. Immediately after worship, there will be a delicious lunch 
graciously prepared by the Foodman Group, which will be followed by the meeting.  
**Parents, please note that there will be childcare available. 
 

According to The Manual, 2016,” the congregation ... must meet annually ... as early as possible 
in the calendar year". It also states: "At the annual meeting, the congregation or pastoral charge 
is responsible for: 
  
 

(a) electing a chair and a secretary of the annual meeting;  
(b) receiving the annual reports from the governing body, 

committees, and other groups in the congregation or  
pastoral charge;  

(c) electing the governing body and presbytery representatives;  
     and  
(d) considering and making a decision on the draft annual  
     budget". 
 
KINDLY NOTE THIS IMPORTANT DATE IN YOUR CALENDAR  
                             AND PLAN TO ATTEND! 

 

Easter Flowers  
As Easter approaches, we are preparing to decorate our Sanctuary with beautiful spring flowers.  

 

The Wellness Committee, assisted by our Ministry Team, Office Staff,  Friendly Visitors and the many 

people who make monetary donations to Westminster, purchase flowers in memory of loved ones or  

to honour friends.  

Any amount remaining from donations goes into General Revenue for Westminster, and the full  

amount appears on your tax receipt. 

With this long time outreach tradition, we express our joy that Christ is Risen! 

Following the Easter Service, the flowers are distributed with blessings from Westminster to members 

and friends who are unable to attend due to illness, incapacity or who are in hospital or long term care 

facilities.  

A list of names has been compiled from Ministry and Office Staff and the 

Friendly Visitors Team.  

If there are flowers left over on Easter Sunday, they can be delivered to 

someone who is newly  

identified and needs remembrance.  

If there is someone you know who would appreciate a gift of flowers 

please inform the Church Office before March 14
th
. 

Watch for further information in your March Bulletins.    
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FROM YOUR NOMINATING COMMITTEE: 
 

PLEASE, before you even read this, kindly get out your calendars, your agendas, your 

cells, your iPads – whatever device you use to track your meetings and appointments -  

and get ready to block off some time for SHARING AND VOLUNTEERING AT  

WESTMINSTER UNITED CHURCH. 

WE all have such an amazing time when WE attend the church services on Sunday mornings, 

the concerts, the bazaars, the dinners, even the times when WE need solitude and reassurance 

or celebrate birthdays and the joys of life in our wonderful, clean building! Yet ALL –  

yes, EVERYTHING - that occurs here requires planning, meetings, coordination, intent, sharing of 

ideas, time and talents, caring, fun, a willingness to learn, and implementation, just to name a 

few, before anything happens here. 

So, we ask that you make this year about “I” -  meaning that you ask yourself, what can “I” do to 

help? How can “I” find time in my already busy schedule to volunteer some of that precious time 

to my church? How can “I” use my talents to serve others? Can “I” teach or help others decorate 

the church, plan our worship, sing or play music?  Do “I” have a knack for finances, for  reaching 

out to others, for welcoming those around and beside me? How can “I” help with the health and 

wellness of those at WUC? Am “I” always everyone’s ‘go to’ person for fixing and repairing? How 

can “I” use my love of teaching others to benefit our children at WUC? How can “I” share my 

love of and enthusiasm for technology? Do “I” have ideas that “I” have always wanted to share 

on fundraising, stewardship or in a small group? Am “I” always considered the ‘resourceful one’? 

Can “I” even do any of this?  

We say, resoundingly, YES! 

“Maybe it’s time that “I” put my hand up and be counted”!!  If YOU just said that and liked 

how it sounded, or even if it scared you a bit to say, please contact Margaret Suepaul at  

416-756-0636. 

Let’s continue to profess our Faith as it is found in the beautiful words of Daniel L. Schutte: 

“Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night.  

 I will go, Lord, if you lead me. … “ 

 

 

 

 

Little Things that make a difference to our planet… 

 Turn off the lights, TV, radio and stereo when you leave the room. 

 Avoid using aluminum foil and plastic wrap. 

 Clean or replace air filters throughout your house. 

 Switch to Green cleaning products. 
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                             We’re 60!                                   

 
  
 

                                                              

                                                             Westminster’s 60th anniversary team, aka The Diamond Team,  

                                                             met on Monday January 29th to begin the planning for  

                                                             Westminster’s 60th anniversary.   

 

                                                             Team members include: Elizabeth Hatter, Margaret Motum,  

                                                             Lori Rosdobutko, Jeanne Yee, Shane Suepaul, Don Fry 

                                                             Brian Woodlock and Tom McNown.  

 

                                                             As plans are finalized, updates will be provided to the 

                                                             congregation. 

   

Additional members for this team are most welcome.  Please contact Tom McNown by email at 
tom.mcnown@gmail.com or by phone at 289-927-4666, if you wish to join. 

 

Thank you for the BOX 
                      upon BOX 
                      upon BOX 
                      upon BOX 
                      upon BOX 
                      upon BOX 
                                          ...of SOCKS! 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Eternal God, 

you call us to ventures 

of which we cannot see the ending, 

     by paths as yet untrodden, 

     through joys and perils unknown. 

Give us faith to go out with courage, 

     not knowing where we go, 

but only that your hand is leading us, 

     and your love supporting us; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

Amen 

 

Adapted from VU p.915  

by Eric Milner White 

mailto:tom.mcnown@gmail.com
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BRAND NEW SMALL GROUPS...Just for You! 

 

 

Have you ever wanted to LEARN TO KNIT?  

If so, now is your chance to learn the basics.  

This new Small Group is being offered for five weeks on  
Tuesday afternoons from 1:30pm – 2:30pm.  
(February 6, 13, 20, 27 and March 6) 

As with all of our Small Groups there is no fee involved, however,  
registration is required and space is limited. Please speak to  
Cathy Shaw for more information or to register… 
cshaw@westminster-uc.ca or 905-723-6442  

 

 

 

PB and J  
does not just mean Peanut Butter and Jelly!  
 
At Westminster it is also the name of a brand new Small Group…Plant Based and Joyful! 
  
This group is for anyone who has ever wanted to explore plant based eating and cooking.  
Members of this group will decide on recipes to make and will leave each evening with the  
dishes they have helped prepare. Whether you already enjoy a plant based life or would  
simply like to learn more about it and cook some delicious meals, this is the group for you! 

 
Registration is required and limited, so sign up soon!  
Please note that there is no cost to attend this group but there will be a 
minimal cost involved as participants will be asked to contribute some 
of the ingredients for the meals. 
  
PB and J will take place for 8 weeks on Wednesday evenings  
from 6:30pm - 8:30pm ( March 7, 14, 21, 28...April 4, 11, 18, 25)  
 
For information, or to register, please contact  
Yvonne McNulty at: complicated_ease@hotmail.com  
Cathy Shaw at: cshaw@westminster-uc.ca 

mailto:complicated_ease@hotmail.com
mailto:cshaw@westminster-uc.ca
https://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj36b7384DZAhUS21MKHS8ZC8EQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwesthighlandbaptistchurch.org%2Fsmall-group-leaders&psig=AOvVaw2kVs3FOJp4eo_agsjsxohv&ust=1517443458764677
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 Fitness with Katie is back...YEAH! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This program is for seniors and will be held in the gym from  
Thursday, February 15 to Thursday, March 29  

from 11:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  
Space is limited, so please contact Katie at: ktcraigb@rogers.com  

if you are interested or have questions. 

  

                                    ———————————————————————— 

 

       and the       

 

 

 

                                        Come join Westminster for a fun night out on 
                                        WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7 

                                       The Generals are hosting a  
                                      CHURCH APPRECIATION NIGHT 

                                       Game begins at 7:05pm 
                                       Tickets are $15.50  

 

                                       Please note that you will need to make your own  
                                        way to the Tribute Community Centre in Oshawa 

                                        Please contact Cathy Shaw for more information 
                                        or to order your ticket(s) 

                                      cshaw@westminster-uc.ca or 905-723-6442 

                                        All Tickets MUST be paid for in advance by  
                                     Sunday, February 25 

                                    Tickets will be ready for pick-up at the church  
                                     from March 4 - 6 

https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.downtownkingston.ca%2Fsites%2Fdowntownkingston.ca%2Ffiles%2Fimg%2Fbusiness%2Fkingston_frontenacs.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.downtownkingston.ca%2Fbusiness%2Fkingston-frontenacs-hockey-club&docid=
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.downtownkingston.ca%2Fsites%2Fdowntownkingston.ca%2Ffiles%2Fimg%2Fbusiness%2Fkingston_frontenacs.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.downtownkingston.ca%2Fbusiness%2Fkingston-frontenacs-hockey-club&docid=
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            is 
   COMING! 

 

 

Get your TEAM together… 
...TICKETS are going to go FAST! 

See you on Saturday, April 28th  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

The Gibb family is happy to share  
the news that  

Laura Gibb and James Alexander-Webber 
are planning to marry on July 14, 2018. 

 

The marriage will take place in Toronto 
where the couple currently live and work. 

   
Heather and Andre Jules,  

Jennifer Gibb and Karim Abed  
and Joanne Gibb  

are thrilled to be welcoming James  
to the family. 

  
Avery and Winson have already given 

Uncle James their seal of approval. 

Wine, Women and the Word 
 

The next meeting of this monthly  
Bible Study will be on  

 
Wednesday, February 21st 

from  7:00pm - 9:00pm  
 

(Please note that WWW has moved from 
Tuesday to WEDNESDAY) 

 

Always a lively conversation with varied 
points of view...this small group might just be 

perfect for you! 
 

 Please bring your bible, if you have one. 
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PANCAKE SUPPER 

 

The tradition continues! 

Westminster’s annual Shrove Tuesday PANCAKE SUPPER 

is on February 13th, from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m.   

Bring your family and friends for a pancake feast  

(with sausages and fruit) … smothered in syrup!   

 

A free-will offering will be gratefully received at the door. 

 

If you would like to help out with this fellowship event,  

please contact Bev Crumb at bcrumb@sympatico.ca.     

 

——————————————————————————————————————————— 

 

A note from the Outreach Committee  

As reported in the media, Loblaw Companies Ltd. is offering customers a $25 gift card as a  

goodwill gesture after admitting the company participated in an industry-wide bread price-fixing 

arrangement.    

Westminster’s Outreach Committee is suggesting that we all consider donating $25 Loblaw’s gift 

cards to our Food Bank. What a wonderful way to maximize Loblaw’s rebates to literally provide 

the “bread of life” to the needy in our own community! Every person 18 years or older is eligible to 

apply for this $25 rebate.   

Go to www.loblawscard.com and fill out the online application. When you receive the $25 card 

in the mail 4-6 weeks later, leave it at the church office or drop it in the Sunday offering plate.   

If there are two or more adults in your household – why not donate one $25 Loblaws card to our 

Food Bank!   

This is a terrific one-time way to dramatically boost our 

Food Bank’s resources and more effectively support the 

needy.  Go online today and fill out your $25 rebate card 

application.   

The company expects three million to six million people 

will receive the gift card – so register now, before the offer 

is over.   

 

http://www.loblawscard.com/
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BRRR...It’s Cold out there! 

We’re walking again…for the 5th year...and YOU are invited to join us on February 24th! 

We’re all registered and we’re beginning to put our team together for this year’s  

Coldest Night of the Year Walk in support of the Refuge in Oshawa… 

The Refuge does such wonderful things for the homeless, hurting and hungry youth in our 

community...and we’re going to do our best to help them again this year! 

Jesus was an advocate for those who were hurting, alone, hungry, lost and dealing with tough 

circumstances in life…so that is what we are called to be as well…lending a hand to lift 

someone up and letting this world know that they are not alone and not forgotten…that God 

cares…and that we do too! 
 

So, come join us! Walk with us! Donate to our team! Pray for those who use the Refuge and for 

those who offer support…and pray for our team! Any way you wish to help will be greatly 

appreciated! 

To join our Team or to make an online donation, go to www.coldestnightoftheyear.org, 

search for our team (Westminster United Church) and follow the prompts. If you have issues 

while trying to register, contact Cathy Shaw (Team Captain).  

You can donate online or visit our display and our team members in the gym following 

worship on February 11th and 18th. They will be thrilled to share their experience with you 

and gratefully receive any and all donations for this worthy cause. 

The Coldest Night of the Year is a fun, family-friendly walking event and you can choose how 

far you wish to walk...2km or 5km.  

So, come for a walk, make a difference, make new friends and help the Refuge keep their 

doors open to those who need them the most! You’ll be glad you did!  

 

Hope to see you on Saturday, February 24th! 

 

 

 

 

http://www.coldestnightoftheyear.org
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Westminster’s Church Camp 

         All God’s Critters 

               July 9 - 13, 2018 
 

                                                            For Kids age 4 to 12   

              Teen Volunteers Welcome 

                9:00am - 4:00pm 

        (before and after care is available) 

                      Music, Games, Crafts,  

                 Cooking, Outdoor Activities 

      Cost per child: $100/week 

Additional family members: $50/week 

                   Pre-registration required  

                  as soon as possible with  

                payment due by May 31st. 

     For Information or to register, please contact: 

                   Crystal Smith: 905-725-0074 

                Susan Pleasance: 905-493-3122 
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Kids Church Camp@ Westminster  
Registration Form 

Family Last Name:________________________________ Family email: _______________________________________ 

Child’s preferred name: __________________________________  Birth date________________ Gr. in Sept 2018 _____   

Child’s preferred name: __________________________________  Birth date________________ Gr. in Sept 2018 _____ 

Parent # 1 - 1st & last Names:  ______________________________________    Ph#:______________________________  

Parent # 2 - 1st & last Names:  ______________________________________    Ph#:______________________________  

Family Address:  Unit # and Street:______________________________________________________________________  

City: _____________________________Postal Code: ______________ Home Phone: ____________________________  

 
Behavioural Concerns:  _______________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

I give the Church Leader permission to procure emergency medical assistance if I cannot be reached.   Yes ___ No ___ 

I give permission for photos of my child to be used in relation to promoting Westminster U.C.  Yes ___ No ___ 

_______________________________                                                           _______________________________ 

                          Signature of Parent/Guardian                         Date 

Camp runs July 9 to 13, from 9 to 4. Before and after care may be arranged. 

Children are to bring own lunch. Snacks will be provided.  

Cost: $100/week per child  

($50/week per each additional child in same family) 

Cheques made payable to Westminster United Church may be post dated. 

Registration form to be submitted a.s.a.p. / Payment must be received by May 31, 2018 

 
 

Office Use Only  Time: Full week                     File Number ________ 

Payment Received:    Cash   /   cheque                       Amount: _______________ 

 

The use, retention and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with all applicable federal and provincial 

legislation including but not limited to, the Personal Information and Electronic Documents Act.  Information gathered can and will be used for the 

purpose of administering Sunday Church School programs as well as sharing information pertaining to other Westminster United Church events.  It will 

not be distributed to outside agencies except as statistical data to the United Church of Canada. 

Allergies/Sensitivities Concerns: ________________________________________________________________________ 

For more information, please contact Crystal Smith @ 905-725-0074 or  

Susan Pleasance@ 905-493-3122 
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Westminster United Church Camp Volunteer Application Form 

“By sharing your time and talents, you can help others, meet new friends and learn new skills” 

Name: 

Home Address: 

E-mail Address: 

Mobile Number:                          Home Number: 

Date of Birth (if student)____________________ Security Clearance (adults only) ______ 
 
Adult volunteers must provide a Criminal Reference check including a Vulnerable Sector Clearance 

from Durham Regional Police as per Westminster’s Security Policy. Please ask at the church office for 

a letter for DRPS if you do not already have a clearance.    

2018 Camp will be the week of July 9 to 13. The Theme is “All God’s Critters” and looks like it is going 

to be another fun event for all involved.  Volunteers are required from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. You are 

welcome to join us the entire time or just for a portion of a day or only on specific days. Will you be 

available the entire time period?  Yes or No.   If not, please give more information on your availability. 

 

Which role are you interested in? Group Leader, Assistant Group Leader, Programming Support, 

other. 

What would you like to get out of volunteering? 

What skills or experience could you bring to your chosen role? 

Is there any other relevant information that you think we should know?  

 

Please provide 2 character references (no more than 1 family member):  

Name        Name 

Relationship       Relationship 

Phone #       Phone# 

 

_______________________________   _________________ 

           Applicant’s Signature             Date 

Forms may be dropped off at the church office to the attention of Crystal Smith. For more information, 

please contact Crystal at 905-725-0074 or Susan Pleasance at 905-493-3122 

As per Westminster’s Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Policy, the information given 

will be used only for this specific program.  
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Brooklin United church hosted a skating party  

and chili dinner on January 3rd.  

Sut and our other family attended  

and all four children had their second time skating  

which they definitely enjoyed.  
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What Is a Remit? Why Should I Care? and Where Are We Now? 

It was back in February 2016 when I first became aware of the word “Remit”. I then read about the 

“mystery of remits” in an article written by Mike Milne in the June 2016 issue of The United Church 

Observer. At Council, mostly led by Paul Kneebone, Rev. Bob LePage, Rev. Michelle and myself,  

we  began learning about remits and the far-reaching implications for The United Church.  

This article is forged from many references found on both The United Church’s website and the 

General Council 42 website. To quote from Milne’s Observer article, the church’s “90-year old 

governance and administrative model was becoming too costly and too dependent on an aging and 

dwindling cohort of volunteers.”  

WHAT Is a Remit?:  A remit is required when there are proposed changes to the Basis of Union. 

Out of a Comprehensive Review process, the Comprehensive Review Team made recommendations 

to the forty-second General Council in Corner Brook, Newfoundland that would make significant 

changes to the structure of The United Church of Canada.  Changes of this magnitude affecting this 

Basis of Union would require discussions, prayerful consideration and voting from the bodies of the 

church, namely Presbyteries and Pastoral charges.  The governing bodies of each pastoral charge 

was asked to vote. 

WHY Should I Care?: We should all care because these proposed changes, if passed, will  

“alter significantly the structures of The United Church, redefine our understanding of ministry or alter 
our understanding of who is a member of the church.”  

The following are the remits Council was asked to vote on: 
 

Remit 1: Three Council Model, whereby the United Church be reorganized into a new 3 council  

model (from the existing 4 level model) that would be more flexible and more efficient through the 

consolidations; and, that the Basis of Union be amended to reflect this change; 
 

Remit 2: Elimination of Transfer and Settlement, especially as the factors used for this process  

were not applicable to today’s ministers and were not being utilized by most, if any at all. In fact,  

most ministers are seeking their own calls/appointments;  
 

Remit 3: Office of Vocation, would be created to ensure the church is served by trained, competent 

and responsible ministers, thereby ensuring greater consistency in practice, across the church; and  
 

Remit 4: Funding a New Model, which proposed a single assessment to fund all levels beyond 

Pastoral Charges by using a percentage of revenues received by the Pastoral charges. A formula  

was created using specific data to make this a more equitable attempt to collect revenues from all 

congregations. 
 

Remit 6: One Order of Ministry. Presently there are three streams of ministry: ordained ministers, 

diaconal ministers and designated lay ministers. This remit proposes one new order of ministry 

encompassing the three present categories as a single rite of entry. 

 
   

 

 

 

 

  

   

  



 

- 21 - 

What is a REMIT (Continued) 
 

WHERE Are We Now?:  All 5 remits were studied at Council. Remits 1, 2, 3 and 4 passed. 

Remit 6 did not pass. 

As the wider church completes the voting process, we will keep you posted. All passed remits are 

anticipated to take effect January 2019! Our own Lakeridge Presbytery has always been proactive in 

studying the remits and is already focusing on what life may look like as we enter a new governance 

structure comprised of “Communities of Faith, Regional Councils and Denominational Council.”  

 

In the interim, we also ask that you reach out to your Council Members or to Rev. Michelle should you 

have questions. These websites are very informative, and are constantly updated as new questions or 

further clarifications arise.  

www.gc42.ca/remits 

www.united-church.ca 

Respectfully submitted by Margaret Suepaul (Council Chair). 
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UCW Report 

 

Our heartfelt gratitude to all the people who helped the 

UCW Catering Committee in December by cooking, 

peeling, serving or washing dishes for our 3 Christmas 

dinners.   Without your help, we could not have done it.  

On December 4th, the UCW donated $11,500.00 to the 

WUC general funds.  Thank you to each person of 

Westminster UC for making that possible.  

 

 

When you are Spring cleaning or Winter cleaning your home 
– please keep the church in mind as we are looking for gently 
used materials – goods – merchandise for the Yard Sale on 
Saturday April 21st, 2018.  Please speak to Mary Shepherd 
or Greta Hope if you need more information.  

 

 

 

 

   

Vacation Bible School 

July 9th – 13th from 9am - 4pm 

Theme: All God’s Critters Have a Place  

We need your help – we are in need of adult and teen 

helpers – for a day or two or three or all five days for  

our camp.  

Our theme this year is All God’s Critters Have a Place – 

celebrating and looking at bible stories from the animal’s 

perspective – Noah’s Ark, Rebecca watering the camels,  

the donkey carrying the beaten man, how the whale and 

worm changed Jonah’s attitude, and the horse’s overheard 

conversation between Philip and the Ethiopian. 

Please see and fill in the Camp Volunteer Application Form 

within this newsletter and hand to or send to either:  

Crystal (905-725-0074) or Susan (905-493-3122).   
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 Stewardship Moment: Sunday, January 28, 2018 
 

Good morning!  Although a bit late, Happy New Year and welcome to our first Stewardship Moment of 

2018. 

As I was preparing my comments for this morning, I thought it would be a good time to take a step back 

and remind ourselves of the role and purpose of our Stewardship Moments.  The origin goes back several 

years to when Rev. Michelle suggested it would be an effective method of keeping the congregation 

informed of stewardship activities that were occurring throughout the year, not just at a specific time of the 

year.  Rev. Michelle was right!   

Our Stewardship Moments are a great opportunity to keep you informed of how we are managing our 

resources of time, talents and finances.  They provide us an opportunity to share with you our financial 

position from month to month. And, equally important, they provide a time when we can celebrate our 

successes and thank everyone for your on-going generosity.  The Stewardship Moments are an integral 

means of communication with you, our congregation.  

In 2018 we would like to “kick it up a notch or two”.  For those of us who have been attending Westminster 

for a few years, you may recall that we have had a number of individuals address the congregation on how 

Westminster has had a positive impact on their lives.  We want to do even more of this throughout 2018.  If 

you have a story on how being part of Westminster has affected you or if you wish to share your answer to 

the statement “Why I Give”, we truly would like to hear your story.  Just let us know and we will schedule 

you into the appropriate time. 

However, if you are not comfortable standing in front of the congregation, there are several other ways in 

which you can share your story.  First, you can write it down as a letter or note that could then be read by a 

Stewardship Committee member.  There are forms available on the information kiosk in the narthex. This 

could be done anonymously if you prefer.  Alternatively, we could produce a short video that could be 

played during one of the Stewardship Moments. We truly believe testimonials are a very powerful tool for 

our congregation and we encourage you to consider sharing your stories. 

Let me close with several comments on how we ended 2017, and a glimpse into our 2018 plan.  First, in 

2017 we ended the year with a slight deficit of approximately $10,000.  While a deficit is not desired, we 

were not surprised by it.  Even with this deficit, we entered 2018 with strong cash resources and a solid 

financial foundation.  

Turning to 2018, it will be an exciting, interesting and fun year.  Our focus will be on working toward the 

financial goals we have established, funding for a new roofing project, maintaining strong income sources 

and last, but definitely not least, celebrating Westminster’s 60th anniversary.  

On February 25th, at our Annual Congregational Meeting, you will have the opportunity to read the 2017 

Annual Report, to hear Council address our successes of 2017 and our plans for 2018 and to ask any 

questions that you may have.  We will provide more details on Westminster’s financial position at this 

meeting. Thank you for your time and attention.  
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You’re invited… 
Westminster’s Got Talent - Season 3! 

7:00pm 

Don’t miss this awesome fundraising event! 

Saturday, February 3 

Worship Service - Scouting/Guiding Celebration Service 

10:30am 

Confirmation Class 

12:00pm 

Blood Pressure Screening Clinic 

11:45am - 12:15pm (Founder’s Room) 

Sunday, February 4 

Learn to Knit  

1:30pm - 2:30 

Small Group - Registration Required 

Tuesday, February 6, 13, 20, 27 
                March 6 

Living Alone Luncheon  

12:00pm – 2:00pm 

Wednesday, February 7 

Worship Service  

10:30am 

Confirmation Class 

12:00pm 

Sunday, February 11 

Shrove Tuesday...Pancake Supper! 

5:30pm-7:00pm 

Free-will offering, Childcare Available 

Tuesday, February 13 

Ash Wednesday Wednesday, February 14 

Fitness with Katie 

11:45am - 12:00pm 

Small Group - Registration Required 

Thursday, February 15 

Worship Service - Lent 1 

10:30am 

Confirmation Class 

12:00pm 

Sunday, February 18 

Wine, Women and the Word - Bible Study 

7:00pm – 9:00pm 

Wednesday, February 21 

Coldest Night of the Year - Walk for The Refuge! 

4:00pm - 8:00pm 

Saturday, February 24 

Worship - Lent 2 

10:30am 

Annual Congregational Meeting (ACM) 

12:00pm - 2:00pm (Lunch and Childcare Provided) 

Last Day to purchase Oshawa Generals Tickets 

Sunday, February 25 

                           

                      DIVERSITY EMBRACED HERE 


