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Lord God, Early in the Morning

Easter Greeting:
One:
All:
One:
All:

(from Stages on the Way by John Bell)

The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Christ is risen!

Christ is risen indeed!
Alleluia!

VU 155 Jesus Christ is Risen Today

1 Jesus Christ is risen today, hallelujah!
our triumphant holy day, hallelujah!
who did once, upon the cross, hallelujah!
suffer to redeem our loss, hallelujah!

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, hallelujah!
unto Christ, our heavenly King, hallelujah!
who endured the cross and grave, hallelujah!
sinners to redeem and save, hallelujah!

4 Sing we to our God above, hallelujah!
praise eternal as God's love, hallelujah!
praise our God, ye heavenly host, hallelujah!
praise the Son and Holy Ghost, hallelujah!

Opening Prayer
Scripture Readings:

Luke 24:1-12 The Resurrection of Jesus

24 But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they
came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the
tomb, 3 but when they went in, they did not find the
body.[a] 4 While they were perplexed about this,
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them.
5 The women[b] were terrified and bowed their faces to
the ground, but the men[c] said to them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead? He is not here, but
has risen.[d] 6 Remember how he told you, while he was
still in Galilee, 7 that the Son of Man must be handed



over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.” 8 Then they remembered his words, 9 and
returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven
and to all the rest. 10 Now it was Mary Magdalene,
Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women
with them who told this to the apostles. 11 But these
words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them. 12 But Peter got up and ran to the tomb;
stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by
themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had
happened.

Romans 8:31-39 God’s Love in Christ Jesus
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is
for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his
own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with
him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any
charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.
34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes,
who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who
indeed intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from
the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?
36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;

we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things
present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height,
nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

Psalm 118, 1-2, 22-34
One: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
ALL: Let Israel say,
“His steadfast love endures forever.”
One: The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
ALL: This is the Lord’s doing;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
One: This is the day that the Lord has made;
ALL: let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Singing:
This is the day, this is the day
that our God has made, that our God has made;
we will rejoice, we will rejoice,
and be glad in it, and be glad in it.
This is the day that our God has made,
we will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, this is the day
that our God has made.

2 Open to us, open to us

your gates, O God, your gates, O God;
we will go in, we will go in,

to your holy place, to your holy place.
Open to us your gates, O God,

we will go in to your holy place.
Open to us, open to us

your gates, O God.



3 You are our God, you are our God,

we will praise your name,

we will praise your name;

we will give thanks, we will give thanks,

for your faithfulness, for your faithfulness.

You are our God, we will praise your name,
we will give thanks for your faithfulness.

You are our God, you are our God,
we will praise your name.

Reflection
Closing Prayer
Singing: VU 409 Morning Has Broken

Morning has broken like the first morning,
blackbird has spoken like the first bird.

Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning!
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word!

Ours is the sunlight! Ours is the morning
born of the one light Eden saw play!
Praise with elation, praise every morning,
God's recreation of the new day!

Benediction
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