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In the month of December we naturally find  

ourselves looking forward to the year ahead  

with hope for the future, while also looking back  

at all the that has happened. 

When I look at the past year, I can see the many ways 

the Love of Christ has been with us as a community of 

faith. Through all the changes and challenges, the 

church has never stopped:  

weekly hybrid worship, bible study, prayer team,  

youth group, small groups. Multiple households  

come through the doors every Tuesday morning  

for The Pantry, finding support and community. Over 40 kids meet weekly for J.a.M.   

Our committees are incredibly active as we support one another in ministry.   

Members of the community have shared their time, talents, and financial resources  

in numerous ways, incredible gifts that have enabled us to navigate these unusual times. 

One Sunday morning two weeks ago I was at home reading over the morning’s worship service.  

My young daughter had gotten up with me and was sitting at the table with some markers and  

paper.  She was hard at work.  She proudly shared a drawing with me: a heart that looked like  

it was smiling. Within it were all the colours of the rainbow.  On each side of the heart was a  

cross and above each cross there were smaller hearts, suspended in space like they were  

stars in the sky. 

“That’s beautiful,” I told her.   

“I made it for Holden,” she said.      

An hour later when her little brother woke up and came downstairs, she handed him the picture.     

“For me?” he said excitedly.  “Thank you!”   

Rushing toward me he exclaimed, “MomMom, this is for me!”  His delight was obvious.    

The fact that his sister gave her drawing away made it even more meaningful.   

I know it hasn’t been an easy year.   I know there is a lot that we are missing.   

I also know that all the ways you continue to give of yourself matter a great deal  

and make a difference.  To me.  To others.  To the community. 

In this Advent time of waiting—and we are waiting for so many things—the ministry we share  

continues just as it has throughout the entire year.  This ministry is something we both give  

and receive.  

I keep thinking about that picture that my daughter drew and gave away—a giant rainbow heart in 

the middle of the page.   Somehow it captures my own Advent hopes for Christ’s love to be central, 

vibrant and shared, radiating out and multiplying like stars in the sky.    

May it be so. 

 

Rev. Michelle 
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Please note that you  
MUST REGISTER  

for ALL In-Person Christmas Eve Services this year! 
 

To register, please go to our Website, click on the link in the Friday Email Blast  
or call the Church Office for assistance. 

 
Registration will begin in mid-December and will be open until Dec. 22nd. 

All Covid safety protocols will be in place and seating will be limited for each Service. 
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Westminster United Church Christmas Hampers 

A yearly tradition at Westminster is our outreach ministry of Christmas Hampers. Applications have been  

accepted through the Westminster Foodbank. We expect a high amount of need within our community this  

year and are anticipating that we will support approximately 70 families.  

Families receive a grocery gift card and gifts for children under the age of 18. As well, adults living alone  

receive a token gift with their grocery gift card.  By selecting a tag, you will have the opportunity to buy for  

either a child or adult in our community – the tag will include the child’s age, gender and likes/dislikes or gift  

suggestions.  

 

How much you spend is very personal. Families are grateful for whatever they receive. Consider providing  

a toy and perhaps one or two other smaller items or some clothes (or mitts/hats). 

 
 

Virtual Tags will be available as of November 21, 2021 (and onwards). To get a virtual tag, please send your 

child/family/adult requests to wucchristmashampers@gmail.com. Please specify number of tags and any gen-

der/age requests.  

 
 

Drive-through drop-off of hamper gifts (gift return date) is December 18, 2021. 

Hampers will be delivered on December 19, 2021 (after church).  

Should you have questions (or please don’t hesitate to contact wucchristmashampers@gmail.com.  

Thank you in advance for your generous support of the Westminster United Church  

Christmas Hamper Outreach Ministry. 

 

If you would prefer to make monetary donations instead (either online, cheque, e-transfer or through the  

church office),  please mark financial donations for “Outreach”. As always, there are many ways to be involved 

in this ministry – we will also require drivers the weekend of hamper delivery.  

Please feel free to share this information with your family/friends who may also want to participate this year.  

In-person Tags will be available after church on November 28, 2021 and December 5, 2021.  

 

mailto:wucchristmashampers@gmail.com
mailto:wucchristmashampers@gmail.com
https://www.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2F8415370e10028928b23f-64716aaac85f98c90d1d9176c94b76d6.ssl.cf2.rackcdn.com%2Fuploaded%2F0%2F0e5544243_1477072655_04920--christmas-hampers-web.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cschurch.ca%2Fmcms_newsletter2.
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                                  A Message  
                            from the Chair of... 

 

 
Dear Westminster Family: 

Over the last two years, I, like so many, have had to stop doing the same old things and find  
other ways of accommodating and trusting new results: like Zooming and drive-ups and drive-bys,  
like lawn visits, like masking up and hand sanitizing repeatedly.  

I have also had to find ways to grieve without hugs, to find closure in the quiet times and to welcome 
my grandson without kisses or regular visits. 

And many of us thought we had all the time in the world to read and take courses and, oh yes,  
exercise. I even found myself decluttering my garden shed and the gazebo and finally saying  
goodbye to so many bags of office wear and business suits. 

I remember well over the many years how “BUSY” life was during this Christmas time – employees’ 
parties; family dinners – booked up months in advance to ensure availability;  bazaars; Christmas 
shopping including many trips south of the border for that better priced perfect gift;  and decorating  
the house, both inside and out - to the hilt, as we say. 

Yet here we are at the eve of another “COVID” Christmas waiting it out during Advent and trying  
to find safe and meaningful ways to celebrate the birth of Jesus. And probably because I wish to  
celebrate the spirit of Christmas instead of the busyness of Christmases past, Max Lucado’s  
reasoning hits home: 

"Christmas is best pondered, not with logic, but with imagination." 

Thank you all for being a part of our Westminster family, and Margaret and I hope you make the time 
this Christmas to ponder and imagine. 

Shane Suepaul 
Council Chair 

============================================================================= 
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Westminster’s 1st Season of Service –  

A Month of New Outreach Opportunities  

This past September marked a new opportunity for Team Westminster 

to work together in support of some important services and initiatives 

in our community. 

Aligned with Westminster’s Mission and Vision plan, supported by 

Council and through the  

loving care and generosity of our congregation, your Outreach and Stewardship Committees  

were pleased to coordinate this first “Season of Service,” encompassing 7 service initiatives  

over 3 Saturdays, with 33 members and ministry staff participating! 

We’re so pleased to share the wonderful outcomes from this new outreach program with you: 

On Saturday, September 11th… 

 65 backpacks, full of school supplies, were assembled, blessed and provided to children  

and youth who are served by Westminster’s Pantry, and Youth who are served by  

The Refuge Youth Outreach Centre, Oshawa 

 Approximately 300 food drive donation flyers were hand-delivered to neighborhoods  

surrounding our church building 

On Saturday, September 18th… 

 45 gift bags, full of personal care items, treats and a thank-you card, were assembled,  

blessed and provided to Community Care Durham to thank their front-line workers 

 Yardwork and painting were completed in support of the residents of Manning Mews,  

a non-profit housing project that’s been connected to Westminster’s outreach ministry  

for many years 

On Saturday, September 25th… 

 Carts full of food bank donation items in support of Westminster’s Pantry were collected  

from the neighbourhoods surrounding our church building 

 A team gathered at Willow Park, a community green space near our church, to review  

clean-up needs and discuss future community support efforts, including a potential  

adopt-a-park or road initiative 

And on each of the 3 Saturdays, prayers for the communities being served and for the work  

of our volunteers were lovingly conducted virtually over Zoom. 

We give great thanks for the team leaders and team volunteers who helped bring these new  

outreach initiatives to life. 

Please enjoy a sampling of the photos taken during our September Season of Service Saturdays. 

A video is being finalized and will be shared with our congregation when ready. Thank you to 

Westminster’s summer students for their creative support. 

We look forward to plans for a 2nd Season of Service in 2022! 

Blessings, 

Westminster’s Outreach & Stewardship Committees 

(Photos on Next Page) 
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Season of Service 
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A Message from your Climate Disruption Mitigation Committee (CDMC) 
 
 
Book Review:   The Carbon-Free City-Handbook 
 

This Handbook was first published in 2017 by the Rocky Mountain Institute, Basalt, Colorado and four 
years later, it is encouraging to learn what cities around the world are doing about climate change. 
 

The Handbook documents 22 actions that nearly every city should take to start the journey to becom-
ing carbon-free.  The actions are classified by type (buildings, transportation and mobility, electricity, 
industry and biological resources) and for each action, examples are given from cities around the 
world that are leading by example.   
 

Buildings emit an average 50% of greenhouse gas emissions in large cities. 
 

The City of Vancouver, British Columbia (CAN), introduced Canada’s first energy code/bylaw for 
existing large buildings. The code triggers an energy-efficiency upgrade—as well as upgrades for life 
safety, structural integrity, and accessibility—when a building undergoes rehabilitation, tenant im-
provements, additions or a change of major occupancy classification. Prior to issuing a building permit, 
the City requires a completed “energy package” (i.e., documentation that the project will meet the 
city’s energy requirements), including several energy-related criteria of the ASHRAE 90.1-2010 stand-
ard. This energy code for existing buildings complements an update to Vancouver’s new construction 
building code. The city invested in developing new processes, creating compliance tools, and then 
training city staff and industry, including forming a partnership with the Greater Vancouver Home 
Builders Association. » 20% greenhouse gas (GHG) reduction target for existing buildings by 
2020  (p.19) 
 

Transportation 
 

Montréal, Quebec, Canada.  With public transportation dating back more than 150 years to 1861, 
Montréal, Quebec (CAN) has long been a mobility leader. Now, the city is leading again, utilizing hy-
brid and electric vehicles in its municipal fleet. Montréal is converting 30% of its bus fleet to hybrids 
and 230 of its municipal fleet vehicles to electric by 2020, the latter with the help of an agreement with 
a major auto manufacturer to supply short-range electric vehicles. Longer term, the city is targeting a 
broader conversion of its municipal fleet from internal combustion engine vehicles to electric, and has 
set a number of bold goals for city-owned and private vehicle fleets (e.g., taxis) in its Transportation 
Electrification Strategy 2016–2020. (p.27) 
 

Jakarta (IND) | Mandates car-free days twice a month on key roads, which inspired another 34 cities 
to replicate the policy.  (p.35) 
 
Electricity 
 
Street lighting can account for up to 40% of a municipality’s electricity costs (not including mainte-
nance). (p.43) 
 
City of San Diego:  “By coupling energy-efficient LED streetlights with smart city technologies, we're 
able to unlock much deeper energy and carbon savings while also opening opportunities that make 
our city safer, more efficient, more enjoyable, and more connected.”—Cody Hooven, Chief Sustaina-
bility Officer, City of San Diego.  (p43) 

 
 
 

Continued on Next Page 
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CDMC Message (Continued) 
 
 
Industry - Clean Industrial Heat 
 
In Jinhua, Zhejiang Province (CHN), the city established the Jinhua Upgrade Plan for High-Polluting 
Boilers to replace nearly 1,500 coal-fired boilers with new, efficient boilers by the end of 2016. Accord-
ing to the Jinhua City Development and Reform Commission, retrofitting those boilers would eliminate 
780,000 tons of coal consumption, 15,200 tons of dust emissions, 9,900 tons of sulfur dioxide, and 
2.18 million tons of carbon dioxide. Jinhua offered incentives to companies that performed boiler retro-
fits early (by the end of 2015). Companies that missed the 2016 deadline would not receive any finan-
cial subsidy and be subject to doubled pollution fines from the provincial government’s environmental 
protection department. By 2016, the city had far exceeded its target, retiring 2,665 coal-fired boilers 
and measuring substantial improvements in the city’s air quality. (p.52) 
In Linking (SWE) | only 1% of municipal solid waste goes to landfill, and the biogas from organics 
provides fuel for the transportation sector. (p.60) 
 
Conclusion: 
 
Over 100 cities around the world are cited as examples of actions taken or in progress. They have 
each set a bold, aspirational 100% target, whether in the realm of renewable energy supply, net-zero 
energy buildings, electric vehicles on their roads and highways, or waste streams free of all organics. 
(p.8) 
 
The Handbook gives us reason to hope and more than that, it provides resources to  
mobilize the world.  At just 72 pages, it’s a quick, colourful and inspirational read. 
  
https://zeroenergyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/the-Carbon-Free-City-Handbook-1.0.pdf 

Climate Disruption Mitigation Committee (CDMC) 
 
 
============================================================================= 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May the blessings of   

HOPE,  
PEACE,  

JOY  
and  

LOVE  
fill our hearts and homes  

throughout this Advent Season. 

https://zeroenergyproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/the-Carbon-Free-City-Handbook-1.0.pdf
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Dear Westminster Family and Friends, 

 

As the saying goes…going, going, gone!  

And that’s exactly what happened on Friday, November 19th, 2021.  

We were thrilled as the bids for pies, preserves, cookies and dinners were ‘flying’ off the site.  

We wish to thank every one of “Santa’s” helpers for your hard work behind the scenes and for  

cheerfully and consistently showing up to collect items as well as on distribution day! 

Thank you all for promoting the Auction on your social media, for calling to remind your family to bid, 

and most importantly, for bidding on the items yourselves.  

So far, we have raised approximately $3,500.00! We should have our final numbers shortly. 

Westminster, you continue to remind us every day, what it means to be generous and thoroughly en-

gaged. 

Thank you for another successful event and may you have a blessed and safe Christmas! 

Your Stewardship/Finance Committee 
 

============================================================================= 

 

 

 

 

 

WHO:  
For J.a.M Kids 

 
 
 

WHERE: 
Online at J.a.M 

 
 
 

WHEN: 
Sunday, December 19th 

 
WHY: 

To celebrate the birth  
of someone incredibly special! 



 

- 11 - 

 

 
Last year Westminster initiated the sending of “Holiday Wishes” letters to AIDS 
Committee of Durham Region, PFLAG Durham and Durham Pride. We offered 
to include other Affirming Places of Worship in the initiative and arranged to 
have their names included on all three websites as Faith-based support for  
the 2SLGBTQ+ in Durham. Below is this year’s letter, now including  
sixteen Affirming Places of Worship. 

Parish Mosaic Committee 

 Holiday Wishes   
            from Affirming Worship Durham 

 

For some years now, our members have held Multi-Faith Pride Services in conjunction with the 
annual Durham Pride celebrations. We have also proudly marched in the Pride Parades in support 
and solidarity with the 2SLGBTQ+ community. This year, our membership has grown to sixteen 
Affirming, Inclusive places of worship in Durham Region. 

The Holiday Season is fast approaching, as is the end of 2021. The past two years have been 
challenging years, however things look much more positive for 2022. 

Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or simply the “Holiday Season”,  
our warmest thoughts are with you and your loved ones all at this time of year. We take this  
opportunity to offer our best wishes to you for Health, Peace, Safety and Love, now and in the  
New Year. Most of our faith communities are now at least partially open for in-person service.  
We are happy to offer you a Warm Welcome and a Safe place to worship, should you wish it.  

 
We send our blessings to you all! 

 
Dunbarton-Fairport United Church, 

1066 Dunbarton Rd., Pickering 
Website: dunbartonfairport.on.ca 

 

1st Unitarian Congregational Society, 
45 Cassels Rd. E., Brooklin 

Website: uucd.ca 
 

 St. George’s Memorial Anglican Church, 
39 Athol St. West, Oshawa 

Website: stgeorgesoshawa.org 

 

All Saints’ Anglican Church 
300 Dundas St. West, Whitby 
Website: allsaintswhitby.org 

 

 St. George’s Anglican Church 
77 Randall Drive, Ajax 

Website: stgeorgeschurch.ca 
 

Claremont United Church 
5052 Old Brock Rd., Claremont 

Website: claremontunitedchurch.com 

 

St. Martin’s Anglican Church 
1203 St. Martin Drive, Pickering 
Website: stmartinsanglican.ca 

 
 

 St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
383 Osbourne St., Beaverton 

Website: st-pauls.ca 

Westminster United Church, 
1850 Rossland Rd. East, Whitby 
Website: wuc@westminster.ca 

 

Faith United Church, 
1778 Nash Rd., Courtice 

Website: faithunited.ca 

 

St. Paul’s United Church, 
175 Church St., Bowmanville 

Website: stpaulsunited.com 

 

Trinity United Church, 
50 Laidlaw Street N., Cannington 

Website; trinitycannington.ca 

 

Dancing Lights Grove, ADF, 
Website: dancinglightsgrove.ca 

Email: dancinglightsgrove@gmail.com 

 

St. Peter’s Anglican Church, 
1175 Cedar St., Oshawa 

Website: stpeteroshawa.com 

 

St. Paul’s Anglican Church 
59 Toronto St. S., Uxbridge 

Website: stpauls-uxbridge.ca 

 

Greenbank United Church 
19991 Hwy 12, Greenbank 

Website: greenbankchurch.com 
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Celebrations 
Is it a coincidence that six choir members celebrate  

their birthdays in December?  
  

Happy Birthday, and thanks for sharing your Gift of Music: 

King, Jennifer, Catherine, Maureen,  

Steve and Heather. 

 
 ————————————————————————————————————————————————-- 

 

C.A.R.E.  

(Christians Acting with Respect for the Earth)  

Public opinion matters and today’s youth are making their voices 
heard.  Recently Lora Veenstra and her mom, Monica, attended  
a climate crisis protest in Peterborough inspiring us to make our  
voices heard. What can you do? 
 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

 

 

December 20th at 8:00pm 
      No skills are required! 

Fun for All! 
 

      Watch the email Blasts for Zoom Link information or contact  

Cathy Shaw at westminster.cathy@gmail.com  
 

—————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Diversity 

Embraced 

 Here 
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            Let’s Laugh… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do they sing at a snowman's 

birthday party? 

Freeze a jolly good fellow! 

 

What is the best Christmas  

present in the world? 

A broken drum, you just can't beat it! 

 

How does Good King Wenceslas  

like his pizza? 

One that's deep pan, crisp and even! 

 

What did the beaver say to the 

Christmas Tree? 

Nice gnawing you! 
 

 

What did Adam say to his wife on 

the day before Christmas? 

It's Christmas, Eve! 

One door closes, another opens… 

One door closes, another opens… 

One door closes, another opens… 

 
...the life lessons of an  

Advent Calendar  

The Bedrock of Faith… 
 

Yabba dabba doo, 
God loves you! 
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We are very pleased to hear that Claremont United Church has chosen to become an Affirming Ministry. 
Clarement United Church and Goodwood United Church have organized an excellent free Zoom online  
speaker series and have kindly made them available to us. Each session has limited capacity so  
per-registration is required. We hope you’ll be able to take part. 
 

Your Parish Mosaic Committee 
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You’re invited… 

 

...to join us for Worship online or in-person 

  

Registration Information can be found on our 

Website (www.westminster-uc.ca)  

or by phoning the Church Office (905-723-6442) 
 

Watch for  Email Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Joy to the World! 

Merry Christmas! 

 


