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WHAT?        WHO?        WHEN?        WHERE?        WHY?        HOW? 

 

What?  
Photo sessions for an updated photo directory  

of and for our community of faith  
 

Who?  
E.V.E.R.Y.O.N.E.  

(individuals, couples, families !) 
 

When?  
 

April 26th  

2:30-5:30 and 6:00-8:30   
   

 April 27th   

9:30-12:00 and 12:45-3:00      
 

May 3rd   

2:30-5:30 and 6:00-8:30   
 

May 4th  

9:30-12:00 and 12:45-3:00 
 

May 10th   

2:30-5:30 and 6:00-8:30  
 

May 11th   

9:30-12:00 and 12:45-3:00 
 

Where?  
Westminster United Church - 1850 Rossland Road East 

 

Why?  
To strengthen our connections and to put names to faces 

 

How?  

Book an appointment for a photo session after Sunday service  

or by contacting Bev, Chair of Communications at:  

bcrumb@sympatico.ca  
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 Next Gathering is on  
Wednesday, April 10th 

2:30pm - 3:30pm  
in the Founders Room 

 
Come One, Come All 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

——————————————————————–——————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The 31st Whitby Embers and Sparks joined The Pantry organizers for another informative 

and helpful tour. The kids made a generous donation of food items and learned about The 

Pantry “behind the scenes”, plus they helped put donations away – it was a Win/Win outing! 
 

We are always grateful for support from our community neighbours and groups. 

Are you pondering what you could donate to The Pantry; how many items to donate; looking 

for a food challenge that does not involve dieting but does help others? 

How about these ideas for inspiration: 

1 can of fruit for each 15 cans of food in your cupboards 

1 can of tuna or salmon for each pet in your home 

1 litre of apple or orange juice for each vacation you took in the past year 

1 box of granola bars for each family member with a Debit Card 

Be creative with your family members and friends!! 

 
Another great source to help you decide what to donate will be featured regularly in the 

weekly “Westminster Update”. The new “Hot 3 Items” section will identify three items each 

week that are needed in The Pantry. 

As always, thank you to everyone for your ongoing generosity in donations of pantry items, 

or time, to those needing assistance. 
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May 4th  
is the date for our annual 

TRIVIA NIGHT FUNdraiser!  

 

Make a team of 6 ($100)  

or come as an individual ($20)  

and we will create a team for you. 

This evening of fun, fellowship and food begins at 6:00pm 

 with a pizza and veggies dinner to give you strength for the challenges that await.  

Trivia begins at 7:00pm 

 

No need to study for the game,  

as the questions will be completely random. 

There will be pop and treats available to purchase  

and a wide variety of items to bid on at our 

Silent Auction. 

Mark your calendars,  

round up a team, and plan to have a lot of fun! 

Get your tickets in the gym after service or contact Cathy at:  

westminster.cathy@gmail.com 
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     As we approach  
 
                    Earth Sunday – April 21  
     Earth Day – April 22,  
 
 let us reflect on this prayer found on the  

United Church website: 
 

Loving and gracious God, 
You are a God of Creation. 
Create in me a faithful steward  

of your world, 
showing me opportunities  

to make a difference, 
 that I may live with respect  

in your Creation. 
You are a God of Incarnation. 

Make me your heart and your mind, 
equipping me to work for change. 
You are a God of Resurrection. 

Help me see new ways and new hope, 
planting in me the seeds of 

restoration and renewal. 
God of Creation, Incarnation,  

and Resurrection, 
help me go gently in this fragile world. 

 Amen. 
 

(Posted in Deepen Integrity) 
 
 

========================================================================== 
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From the Climate Disruption Mitigation Committee (CDMC) 
 

Decarbonizing How We Get Around 
 

To reduce the most extreme impacts of climate change and be better stewards of this planet we call 

home, we all need to think about ways we can decarbonize our lives. This includes considering how 

we get around. Walking, biking and using public transit more are not only healthier options for us and 

the environment, they are also key actions we all need to take to help us achieve global commitments 

to reduce GHG emissions by 40% by 2030 and achieve net zero by 2050.  

 

Using electric vehicles (EVs), rather than combustion engine vehicles that burn fossil fuels,  

is another opportunity to reduce GHG emissions. EVs don’t burn fossil fuels, and as a result,  

they don’t release GHGs that contribute to climate change (and pollute the air we breathe).  

If you are considering replacing an aging combustion engine vehicle, consider the following  

points provided by one of our parishioners: Is buying an electric vehicle for my next vehicle being  

a faithful and wise steward?  

 

Three points to consider: 
 

1. Is an EV a good use of Earth’s energy resources? Using fossil fuel in an ICE (internal combustion  

    engine) vehicle recovers about 25% to 30% of the energy in that fuel. The same fossil fuel used in 

    an electrical power plant would deliver 2 to 3 times the electrical energy when used in an EV.  

    In Ontario, only 10% of our electricity is generated from burning fossil fuels and other non- 

    renewables, making an EV a better choice for the environment. An EV uses much less of the  

    limited available energy than ICE vehicles and produces virtually no greenhouse gases in Ontario  

    compared to an ICE. 
 

2. Is an EV a good use of Earth’s resources? An EV uses about 4000 kg of plastics, metals,  

    and minerals, while the same-size ICE vehicle uses only 3000 kg. These are all recyclable  

    resources. BUT, the ICE vehicle burns 30,000 kg of fossil fuels (assuming 10 L/100 km and  

    160,000 km lifetime) which are not recyclable. The EV uses much less of Earth’s resources  

    over its lifetime of use. 
 

3. Is an EV a good use of my limited financial resources? A comparable EV may cost more than  

    an ICE vehicle, but its operating cost is much less. Using Ontario’s ultra-low time-of-use rate of  

    2.8¢/kWh available from 11 pm to 7 am, a typical EV costs less than 1¢/km in energy to drive  

    while an ICE vehicle costs 15¢/km (based on $1.50/L and 10 L/100 km). Over the life of the  

    vehicle, that difference amounts to $22,000 less for 160,000 km driven in an EV. Add in the cost  

    of oil changes, muffler repair, fan belts, injectors, etc., and the EV is much cheaper to operate.  

 

In commercial applications with higher lifetime kilometres driven, the EV can recover the added cost  

in as little as one or two years. 

 

For anyone wishing more information about EVs, feel free to contact Arthur J. Smith at: 

prof.ajsmith@gmail.com. 
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Hey Kids, 
Come join us as we take a trip to . . . 

TREASURE COVE! 
…where the balmy breeze blows and the sand tickles your toes!   

This is one vacation you won’t want to miss!   
Come along on a treasure hunt as we search together to… 

 

 

 
If you’re in Senior Kindergarten to Grade 5 and you like to have fun and learn  

new things, then talk to your parents and ask if you can join us at  
Westminster United Church for our amazing Vacation Bible School! 

 

             Hey, why not have your friends ask their parents if they can come too? 
 

Come join in the Fun! 
  

To become a member or our “Search Party” just have an adult fill out the  
registration form on the other side of this invitation. 

 

The completed form, along with the registration fee, may be dropped off  
or sent to the church office at 1850 Rossland Rd. East.  

 

Cost  
$50/child 

        $45/child (Early Bird Price) 
 

Registration Deadline  

Sunday, June 23 

Early Bird Deadline is…  
Thursday, May 23  

 

 

If you or your parents have any questions, or you need extra forms  
for your friends, just have them contact Cathy Shaw at:  

westminster.cathy@gmail.com or 905-723-6442  
 

Hope to see you in July! 

mailto:westminster.cathy@gmail.com
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Registration Form 
Westminster’s Vacation Bible School 

Monday, July 15 – Friday, July 19, 2024 

9:00am. - 12:30pm. 

 

 

 

I hereby give the VBS Leaders and Westminster United Church permission to:                                                                                                                           

□ Procure emergency medical assistance if I cannot be reached.                                            Yes    No  

□ Use my child’s work in displays or media promoting Westminster United Church.          Yes    No 

□ Use photographs/ videos of my child in Westminster United Church displays                   Yes    No 

or on social media (Fb, Twitter, etc.), promoting church programs.                                              
 

Who will be picking up your child?  ____________________________________________________________ 

We ask that all children be picked up in the Narthex.  

For safety reasons, no child will be permitted to leave without adult accompaniment. 

 

____________________________________     ________________________________ 

                Signature of Parent/Guardian       Date 

Please make cheque payable to Westminster United Church 
The use, retention and disclosure of personal information collected from this form is done in compliance with all applicable federal and provincial legislation 

 including but not limited to, the Personal Information and Electronic Documents Act.  Information gathered can and will be used for the purpose of administering  

Sunday Church School programs as well as sharing information pertaining to other Westminster United Church events.   

It will not be distributed to outside agencies except as statistical data to the United Church of Canada. 

Parent/Guardian Name(s):  

    

Full Address:  

        

E-mail:                                    

 

Emergency Contact: 

             

 

 _________________________  Cell: _____________ 

 

 

Phone:  ____________ 

    

Medical Concerns:   

Allergies/Sensitivities:  

Special Needs/Learning Concerns:  

Behavioural Concerns:  

Child’s Name Birth Date Last Grade      Health Card Number   

          

__________________________________ _________ __________   ____________________________   

          

__________________________________ _________ __________   ____________________________   

          

__________________________________ 

  

_________ 

 

_________ 

__________ 

 

__________ 

  ____________________________ 

 

  ____________________________ 
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Help Wanted! 

The Caring Cooking Crew is recruiting!  

 

We are a group of people who provide meals  

upon request for people in our faith community  

who are recovering after surgery or who are  

sleep-deprived new parents needing some help.  

 

Our team is small.  

 A few more cooks would enable us  

 to share the load. 

  

  If you would like to participate in this ministry,  

please contact Bev at: bcrumb@sympatico.ca  

for more information. 

 
 

===================================================== 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Donors are needed every day! 
 

The Blood Donation Centre  
at 1300 Harmony Rd. N.  

    in Oshawa is open for Blood Donations  
and to provide essential products  

for patients in need.  
     

    If you are healthy and can  
Donate the Gift of Life,  

 please do, as there are over  
5,000 appointments to  

   be filled across Canada this month alone. 

            Book now at blood.ca  
            or by calling 1 888 2 DONATE   

        (1-888-236-6283)  

tel:+18882366283
tel:+18882366283
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Article Review and Opinion Piece! 

 
I have just finished reading an article by our Moderator, Rt. Rev.Carmen Landsdowne, which 

appears in the March, 2024 edition of Broadview. The article is entitled” Can You Believe It?”.  
 
In it she talks about the church’s need to ”rumble”. She explains this as our need to think  

and act as though “we truly believe that Christ died, Christ is risen and Christ will come again”.  

 
She goes on to talk about rumbling as how people enter into and react to a discussion about how 

or if church renewal could come about. Some people, she says, become excited and have ideas 

about how change could occur. Others are discouraged and unwilling to see change as 

desirable or possible. 

 
I asked myself how I might respond in such a discussion. Would I be willing to consider the 

possibility of disrupting the traditions of “church” as I have known them for my 80 years.  

For example, would I be comfortable with the inclusion of more world music if it became integrated 

into our services? What about more active congregational participation like hand clapping and 

dancing? Changes in service times or days? Perhaps even more radical suggestions. 

 
Our Moderator suggests that not only could and should change be a way to renew but the 

relinquishing of power itself could be a step to renewal. Instead of the top-down imposition of 

change, it could be change initiated by those who will be affected. She talks about how we have 

been proclaiming our welcome to everyone, no matter who they are or who they love or where 

they are in their lives. However, our welcoming invitation has been for people to join us where 

we are! To come and be part of what is already established. Instead, the suggestion is that we 

start to listen to those who might want to be part of a community, our renewed community,  

our living church. That we welcome new ideas and alternative ideas of what church can be. 

 

I was affected by this article. It has renewed my awareness of my own privileged status  

and discomfort with change. I urge you to read this article and assess your own response.  

Past copies of Broadview are available free of charge on the leaflet rack in the narthex and in the 

Ladies’ washroom. If the March edition is not available there, feel free to ask to borrow mine. 

 

Respectfully submitted by Maureen D. 
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LET’S KEEP EVERYONE  

BREATHING WELL! 

FOR THE HEALTH, SAFETY  

AND WELL-BEING OF ALL ,  

PLEASE REFRAIN FROM USING SCENTED PRODUCTS  

WHILE AT WESTMINSTER! 

 

THANK YOU! 
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O God, the only source  

of life and energy  
and wealth,  

defend our planet Earth.  
 

Teach us to conserve  
and not to squander  
the riches of nature,  

to use aright the  
heritage of  

former generations,  
and to plan for the welfare 
of our children’s children.  

 
Renew our wonder, 

awaken our concern,  
and make us  

better stewards  
and more careful tenants 
of the world you lend us  

as our home.  
 

Hear us, O God,  
our creator and redeemer, 

in the name of Christ.  
Amen  

 

(VU 311) 
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As we continue to make progress on our  

Affordable Housing Building at 357 Simcoe Street South,  

we thought you would like to see the progress.  

 

We have created a website dedicated to the building  

and will update it regularly with pictures of the rooms and the progress.   

Of course it cannot be in real time but we will do our best  

to update pictures when significant changes occur. 

 

Visit our website to see the progress at: 

www.refugeoutreach.com  

 

============================================================================ 
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You’re invited… 

 

...to join us for Worship, 

In-person or Online 

 

If you’re new to Westminster,  

we’re so glad to meet you! 

 

If Westminster is your church home, 

we’re so glad to see you again! 

 

 

 

 


